
Remembering the second half of 2019, perks and pitfalls
In our last issue, we revisited grand 

openings, government resignations, a 
school merger and more as we brought you 
the highlights in local news from the fi rst 
six months of 2019. 

Read on to look back on the year from 
July through December.

JULY
Black Forge opens

Independently owned coffee shop and 

music venue, Black Forge Coffee House, 
opened its doors in McKees Rocks July 15.

After acquiring the premises in August 
2018, owner Ashley Corts initially hoped to 
open early 2019 but her plans were delayed 
by the departure of her former business 
partner along with other complications.

Black Forge became the focus of 
widespread social media attention when 
Corts released a transgender employee who 
refused to serve a local police offi cer during 
the shop’s fi rst day in business.

SEE, REVIEW, PAGES 6 - 7
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Budget passed

Staff raises frozen until 
further discussion made

BY JAMIE WIGGAN
STAFF WRITER

McKees Rocks councilmembers found 
a temporary fi x to the contentious issue 
of staff raises by adopting a preliminary 
budget Jan. 2 that froze non-union salaries 
at the 2019 level until further discussion.

The preliminary budget requested raises 
exceeding six percent for the manager, 
building inspector and code enforcer. 
In the face of pressure from outgoing 
councilwoman Maribeth Taylor and 
several vocal residents, the council voted 
unanimously to pass the budget while 
delaying approval of the raises.

Council was originally expected to pass 
the budget at a meeting called for 8 a.m. on 
Dec. 31, however, it had to be rescheduled 
for Jan. 2 when a quorum was not reached.

“All I wanted to do tonight was get a 
preliminary budget passed so we can pay 
the bills,” said Council President Paul 
Krisby.

Citing her 12 years on council and 
her mother’s 20-year term prior to that, 
Taylor said there had been a longstanding 
precedent for the administration to present 
a budget without staff raises, allowing the 
council to carry out performance reviews 

and determine increases accordingly.
“All of a sudden in the last three years, 

the budget was presented with raises by the 
borough manager,” she said.

Taylor suggested non-union staff receive 
raises of 1.6%, refl ecting the rise in cost of 
living as determined by the federal social 
security offi ce.

Craig Rippole, a developer who holds 
signifi cant assets throughout the borough, 
said raises should be determined by 
performance rather than the cost of living.

The borough’s improved Standard 
and Poor’s bond rating assigned in 2019 
“directly relates back to the fi nancial 
situation this borough is in now,” he said.

Rippole also said, at 3.7%, average wage 
increases signifi cantly outpaced infl ation 
across the nation in 2019.

Taylor countered that the bond rating 
increase was solely a consequence of a 
$750,000 dollar deposit paid by CSX 
Transportation after it bought several land 
parcels in the borough in 2013, which the 
borough has since held in a savings account.

Taylor also said she hadn’t seen any 
evidence of performance improvements 
and argued budget improvements were 
caused by a number of employees retiring 
without being replaced.

SEE, BUDGET, PAGE 3

Local governments
elect new offi cers,
swear in members
Robinson

Commissioners Sam Abatta and Dr. 
James Mancini were elected and sworn in 
Jan. 6, by Magistrate Carla M. Swearingen. 

Abatta was unanimously voted as 
chairman of the board. 

Mancini, elected to his second term, was 
one of the founding members of Robinson 
EMS. 

He was also a paramedic with Robinson 
EMS for 33 years and said he has always 
had a positive relationship with the police 
and fi re departments.

As commissioner, Mancini looks 
to maintain and strengthen those 
relationships and continue helping the 
residents of Robinson Township.

In addition to Abatta and Mancini, 
Robinson’s fi ve-member board includes 
Ken Kisow, Ron Shiwarski and James 
Barefoot.

—John Ferterik 

Crafton

Crafton Council held its reorganization 
meeting Jan. 6.

Three seats were available during the 
fall 2019 elections after Abby Rosario left 
his position on council in mid-2019

SEE, REORGANIZATION, PAGE 9

Photo courtesy Robinson Township
Chairman Sam Abatta and Dr. James Mancini getting sworn in Jan. 6 by Magistrate 
Carla M. Swearingen.McKEES ROCKS                                     
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Councilwoman Sarah Harvey named 2019 Person of the Year
Community nominations for the 

inaugural Gazette 2.0 Person of the Year 
award stacked up decisively in favor of 
McKees Rocks Councilwoman Sarah 
Harvey when the votes were tallied Jan. 7.

Harvey grew up in Stowe and graduated 
from Sto-Rox High School in 2003. She 
currently lives in her grandfather’s former 
home in McKees Rocks Bottoms and has 
represented the people of the second ward 
as a councilwoman there since January 
2018.

Those who nominated Harvey 
highlighted her commitment and service 
to the community.

“Sarah is one of the kindest people I 
know, always willing to lend a hand to 
any human being… She goes well above 
and beyond her duties as McKees Rocks 
Borough councilperson,” said Charlene 
Taylor, a McKees Rocks resident who 
said she met Harvey about eight years 
ago during a community-organized 
neighborhood clean-up. 

“She does more than any person I know 
to keep connections open across the areas 
of both the Rocks and Stowe on social 
media to keep residents informed of 
resources and events going on.”

Tony Vatimo, another McKees Rocks 
resident who has known 
Harvey since their 
time at Sto-Rox, also 
felt strongly about his 
nomination.

“She cares about 
our community and 
always helps a family 
in need,” he said. “She 
is also there to answer 

questions and get to the bottom of things.”
A number of Harvey’s nominations 

came from other councilmembers and 
community leaders.

“She’s not just there for every 
community event but when no one’s 
watching she’s picking up litter or tying 
free scarves on fences for those who 
need them,” wrote Liz Delgado, who 
represents the third ward on the McKees 
Rocks council.

Harvey was reluctant to accept the 
award, insisting there were other people 
in the community “more deserving” of the 
nomination.

“It is with sincerest gratitude and 
humility that I accept the award of 
Gazette 2.0 2019 Person of the Year. I am 
honored to have my contributions to the 
community recognized,” she said.

“I would like to thank each and every 
person who nominated me and supported 
my nomination… this accomplishment 
could not be possible without the 
continuous support, guidance and 
encouragement from my loved ones, 
mentors and fellow serving leaders.”

“I look forward to continuing my efforts 
to serve the people of McKees Rocks and 
to bringing about positive changes we 
can all be proud of… in the place we call 
home.”

Keep tracking the contributions of 
your neighbors as we move through the 
year so you can be ready to submit your 
nominations for Gazette 2.0 Person of the 
Year 2020 when we open up nominations 
in December.
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“Find Coach” 
Congratulations 
Emily Pesacreta!

There is no Find Coach in this issue. 
Stay tuned in future issues for more 
contests!

GAZETTE 2.0                                     

Harvey

Residents gather to address blighting issues
BY JAMIE WIGGAN

STAFF WRITER
About 170 McKees Rocks residents 

and stakeholders gathered inside the 
Roxian Theatre Jan. 8 as partners working 
together to tackle housing blight discussed 
ways the whole community can contribute 
to the town’s revitalization.

The McKees Rocks Borough and 
McKees Rocks Community Development 
Corporation (MRCDC) kicked off efforts 
to address the borough’s deteriorating 
housing stock at a town hall held in August 
2018. 

Taking the community input gathered 
then, the borough and the MRCDC have 
established a strategic plan of attack with 
the help of consulting fi rm Palo Alto 
Partners.

Boiled down, the strategy involves 
preserving existing owner-occupied 
residences, coordinating a robust property 
recycling program and redeveloping the 
Lower Chartiers Avenue business district, 
according to Tom Hardy, a Palo Alto 
partner.

Achieving this calls for the overlapping 
efforts of multiple partners. The MRCDC’s 
role is to coordinate these efforts with the 
needs of the community, according to 
Gabrielle Elliott, economic development 
associate.

A total of eight non-profi t, for-profi t and 
government entities described the scope 
– and the limitations – of their unique 
contributions.

“Not all properties are the same… 
because of that they require different 
tools,” said Elliott.

A shorthand list of the tools discussed 
includes free credit-building programs, 
subsidized homeowner loans, a community 
land bank, borough zoning policies and 
vacant lot reclamation programs.

Panelists stressed the importance of 
ordinary resident participation against top-
down contributions of specialist partners.

“Homeownership makes a difference,” 
said Ray Garofalo, vice president for 
community development at Dollar Bank, 
reinforcing a concrete example.

“The fact that you have so many people 
in this room who were brought together by 
your very active CDC is important,” said 
panelist An Lewis of the Tri-Cog Land 
Bank.

Representing the Borough of McKees 
Rocks, solicitor Megan Turnbull of 
Weiss Burkhardt and Kramer had been 
scheduled to speak but was detained by a 
late-running meeting.

Turnbull outlined the borough’s efforts 
to tackle blight in a later interview, where 
she stressed blight remediation has been a 
high priority for the administration over 
the past two years.

Retaining a full-time code enforcer and 
passing a rental registry ordinance served 
as critical steps forward in addressing the 
borough’s history of irresponsible landlord 
practices, she said.

Passed in November 2018, the 
borough’s rental ordinance requires all 
rental properties to be up to code and free 
of unpaid taxes.

“As a result of that we’ve seen a good 
number of those properties in the rental 
category have turned around,” Turnbull 
said.

Despite recent displays of friction 
between the MRCDC and the borough, 
Turnbull said the borough still intends to 
be “active partners” moving forward.

In addition to coordinating the various 
elements, the MRCDC is working to 
restore the Lower Chartiers area into a 
vibrant business district with retail, dining 
and residential options.

The corporation owns a number of 
strategic properties in the business district, 
which it plans to develop with input from 
the community, said Elliott.

“All these properties have the potential 
to really invigorate this corridor,” she said. 
“…We’re more than interested in what 
residents have to say about what should 
and shouldn’t be done in the district.”

More than one panelist remarked on 
the aptness of holding the event inside the 
newly-restored Roxian Theatre, once a 
vacant property itself.

When it closed its doors in 2003,  the 
Roxian Theatre — at that time a function 
space called the Emerald Room — was in 
a state of moderate disrepair and seemed 
on track for ruin. 

Since reopening last May through 
the work of ambitious public-private 
partnership, each week the venue draws 
thousands of outside visitors to the heart 
of McKees Rocks.

“[The Roxian] is the miracle project 
over anything I’ve seen in 32 years,” said 
Garofalo.

New interim 
manager hired 
in Crafton

BY CINDY ALEXANDER
Russ McKibbon was unanimously 

appointed the new Crafton interim borough 
manager Jan. 6 after a decision by the council 
to end the contract of former manager R.J. 
Susko for undisclosed reasons.

Susko took over the position of Crafton 
borough manager Aug. 28, 2018. Prior to 
working in Crafton, Susko was assistant 
borough manager in Robinson Township.

Council ratifi ed a settlement agreement 
with Susko regarding her severance pay, 
increasing the agreed-upon term from three 
to four months.

“We wanted to give her some extra money 
in her severance to treat her with dignity and 
respect because it is never easy for anyone 
in any organization to decide not to renew 
someone’s contract,” said Crouse, after the 
meeting.

During that discussion, Perry read a 
prepared statement regarding the end of 
Susko’s contract and her disagreement with 
the decision.  

“Let the record show that I do not support 
the decision to dismiss RJ. I believe it to be 
short-sighted and ill-considered and that it 
is to the detriment of this community,” said 
Perry during her public statement.

Susko did not respond to multiple requests 
for comment. Council President Phillip 
Levasseur was unavailable for comment 
because of family commitments.

McKEES ROCKS                                     
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The Gift of Time

Caring for a loved one 
is a full time job.  
But no one expects you to do it alone.  Allow us to 
give you the gift of time this holiday season.  Whether 
you are in need of time for preparing for the holiday, 
rest for yourself or in need of care for your loved one 
while you travel; we’re here to help.

Please contact us about our All Inclusive Rates 
beginning at $3300 monthly.

Elegant personal & memory care at an 
affordable price in a great location
PERSONAL CARE: ADMITTING NOW
MEMORY CARE: ADMITTING
At Rosewood of the Ohio Valley facilities, we understand that 
hospitality matters as much as vitality.

Rosewood of the Ohio Valley is a 70 bed Personal Care home nestled in the heart of McKees Rocks. We provide elegant, 
24 hour care Personal Care to our residents at an all-inclusive, affordable rate. 
www.rosewoodoftheohiovalley.com

(412) 331-1262  • 814 Chartiers Ave., McKees Rocks, PA 15136

of the Ohio Valley

Swearing-in mishap ironed out by borough solicitor
BUDGET, CONTINUED

Drawing on her experience as Sto-
Rox School Board President, Samantha-
Levitzki-Wright suggested the borough 
explore creative ways of rewarding staff 
while minimizing costs, such as offering 
incentive bonuses and extra vacation days.

“As a taxpayer and a homeowner I’m 
more concerned about, we need more 
technology, more cameras on the street and 
more police,” she said.

Defending the proposed raises, 

Councilman Joe Mixter said he will present 
numbers at the regular business meeting 
Jan. 14 demonstrating the manager’s 
contribution to the borough.

Swearing-in mishap
 At the beginning of the meeting, Taylor 

was seated in the audience while newly-

elected Chas Maritz sat in her chair behind 
the council table.

According to Mayor Jack Muhr, both 
Maritz and Archie Brinza, took an oath 
of offi ce before him earlier in the day to 
begin their fi rst term after being elected to 
represent the third-ward in November. 

Brinza did not attend the meeting that 

evening. Megan Turnbull, the borough’s 
solicitor, told the council the new term 
would not formally begin until the state-
mandated reorganization meeting was held 
on Jan. 6. 

Outgoing members Taylor and Shallegra 
Moye were still offi cial representatives for 
the borough while Maritz would be able to 
weigh in on an advisory capacity, according 
to Turnbull.

After presenting her remarks from the 
podium, Taylor rejoined her colleagues on 
the platform.

Commissioners reorganize with smaller 7-person board, plan for renewal
BY LA-JUAN HINES ROME

As part of the annual reorganization 
of local governments Jan. 6, four Stowe 
Township offi cials were sworn in by local 
Magistrate Bruce Boni. 

Newly elected township Tax Collector 
William Rose, as well as, commissioners 
Cheryl McDermott, Kelly Cropper Hall and 
David Rugh were sworn in. 

During the reorganization meeting the 
following offi cers were appointed: Robin 
Parrilla, board president, Darrell Chestnutt, 
vice president, Nicholas “Nick” Martini, 
secretary, and William Rose, treasurer. 

Members of the new seven-member 
board of commissioners also shared plans 
for the coming year, noting the board is in 
the process of condensing from nine

Newly elected commissioner 
Dave Rugh said this change 
must begin with “making the 
landlords more accountable 

for their tenants.”

members to fi ve. The process will be 
complete in 2022.

Cleaning up the neighborhoods and 
making them more presentable is a priority 
for the commissioners. 

“The biggest thing we’ve decided to do 
is to clean up our business district,” said 
Parrilla. 

“We’re going to be very aggressive about 
this. If we don’t clean up our district, we 
don’t have a town.” 

Newly elected commissioner Dave Rugh 
said this change must begin with “making 
the landlords more accountable for their 
tenants.” 

With many landlords residing out of the 
township, consistent contact with cleaning 
up, repairing, or refurbishing properties has 
been a challenge.    

With more than 40 condemned houses 
in the township, the board is focused on 
making the necessary improvements to 
beautify and restore the area.

 Parrilla said that within a year his desire 
is to have all the roads and alleys paved. 

“The plan is to make our community safe 

again,” said Darrell Chestnutt. 
“We want the kids to feel safe and to have 

more businesses in the business district.” 
The commissioners indicated they are 

looking forward to beginning efforts toward 
renewal and restoration of Stowe Township 
with the support of the citizenry and the 
police department.

“We have a very positive board. We’re all 
on the same page to do what is needed for 
the taxpayers,” said Chestnutt. 

Two days after the meeting, commissioner 
Joe Faloshey submitted a letter to secretary 
Nick Martini, resigning from his position 
on the board, citing that he had to resign for 
health reasons. 

There are talks about who will take his 
place but nothing is offi cial yet. 

STOWE                                     

“As a taxpayer and a homeowner I’m more 
concerned about, we need more technology, more 
cameras on the street and more police.” 
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Briefl y...

New councilmember 
to replace Rosario

After presentations from four prospective 
councilmembers and a brief discussion, a vote 
was held to determine who would take over 
for the remainder of 2019 the seat left empty 
on Crafton council by Councilperson Abbie 
Rosario, who resigned in May. 

Any possible debate over each prospective 
member’s merits was shelved because council 
president Coletta Perry felt that too much 
discussion could be misconstrued as an 
endorsement for any candidate that may be 
running for a two-year seat on the council in 
the fall.

Eric Valcheff of Belvidere Street in Crafton 
was voted in unanimously with the exception 
of Perry, who abstained.

Valcheff will need to be sworn in after his 
affi davit of residency is received. 

Borough Manager RJ Susko said the 
swearing in will most likely happen at the next 
council meeting which will be held July 8.

Road closures
Starting Monday July 8, a portion of 

Chartiers Avenue Extension/Middletown 
Road in McKees Rocks will be closed to 
through traffi c while repairs are made to fi x 
issues created during a landslide there last 
year.

The roadway will be closed from Heckel 
Road to Singer Avenue, with detour signs 
posted. Only residents who live in the area 
will be permitted to drive past the detour signs 
to access their property. Plans and provisions 
for emergency vehicles will also be made.

SEE, BRIEFS, PAGE 4

Petroleum pipeline repaired,
Superfund site mend ongoing

EPA and DEP overseeing worksite progress
BY CINDY ALEXANDER

STAFF WRITER
While pressure testing a refi ned pe-

troleum pipeline running under parts of 
Neville Island in May, the Ohio River and 
Coraopolis pipeline owner Laurel Pipe 
Line Co. discovered an issue with the line. 

That concern has since been repaired, 
although efforts to restore the former 
industrial waste dumping site to its 
original condition is ongoing.

A cap on Neville Island was damaged 
during the repair work. 

It covers soil contaminated by 
hazardous waste on the Ohio River Park 
Superfund site property now owned by 
Robert Morris University.

A fact sheet related to the repair of the 
pipeline “anomaly” was released in June 
by Laurel, a subsidiary of Houston-based 
Buckeye Partners LP. 

The sheet outlines the issue found 
during a hydrostatic pressure test of the 
line. According to the release, “Prior 
to the test, all petroleum products were 
removed from the pipeline and replaced 
with water.”

Buckeye is a primary distributor of 
petroleum in the east and midwest of 
the United States. They use the Laurel 
Pipeline to transport gasoline and diesel 
fuel from New Jersey to the Ohio River 
Valley and Ohio.

The group has plans to change the 
direction of the fl ow of petroleum to

SEE, PIPELINE, PAGE 2
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The Pittsburgh Independent Film 
Festival was held June 21-13 at the 
Parkway Theater in Stowe Township.     
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Borough and water authority spat resolved,
Adrian Street restoration begins in earnest

BY JAMIE WIGGAN
STAFF WRITER

President Paul Krisby declared a 
“good day for McKees Rocks” as two 
condemned houses were torn down and 
work began to reopen Adrian Street which 
has been closed since 2012.

The top section of Adrian Street has 
been blocked off for nine years, following 
a water main break destabilizing the

SEE, ADRIAN, PAGE 3
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Photo by Lynne Deliman
The cap covering industrial waste at an 
EPA Superfund site on Neville Island 
was disturbed during work to repair a 
petroleum pipeline in June. Repairs to 
the site are ongoing with EPA and DEP 
offi cials overseeing. 

Photo by Lynne Deliman
Construction workers remove brick pavers from Adrian Street in preparation for work to 
reopen the road. The street has been closed since a water main break caused issues 
in 2012. 

Briefl y...
BIU fi red in Stowe

Stowe terminated Building Inspection 
Underwriters of PA (BIU) at the July 9 
meeting, with a vote of 6-1. 

The termination comes after ongoing 
tension between the township and BIU, 
with the township claiming their interests 
did not align with BIU’s. 

The position remains empty while 

commissioners are interviewing for a new 
building inspector. Commissioner Stanley 
“Stush” Papst voted against the removal.

Vendors needed

Applications from vendors interested in 
participating in Robinson Township’s 17th 
annual Autumn Festival set for Sept. 14 are 
now being accepted. 

For more information or to apply, 
townshipofrobinson.com/autumn-festival.

New Kennedy commissioner

Kennedy’s Gary Vituccio was appointed 
township commissioner July 11 following 
an opening created by Vince DePascale’s 
departure in June. Vituccio, a former 
manager for both Kennedy and Collier 
townships, now works in the Allegheny 
County controller’s offi ce. 

His appointment is one of several made 
to the Kennedy commissioner’s board 
since late 2018. 

New Stowe offi cer
Police offi cer Jonathan 

Koritsky will be joining the 
Stowe Township Police Department as a 
full-time offi cer.

Koritsky is coming to Stowe from 
Kennedy Township where he also served 
full-time. Prior to working in Kennedy, he 
was a former part-time offi cer in Stowe. 

Commissioners voted to make the hire 
July 9.

Photo courtesy Sto-Rox School District

Field ribbon cutting set for Aug. 19
This drone image of the grassroots ‘It Starts With the Field’ community activities fi eld 

project taken last week at the Sto-Rox Jr./Sr. High School shows construction nearing 
completion. 

Work on the artifi cial turf fi eld installation began in April and a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony is tentatively scheduled for 6 p.m. on Monday, Aug. 19. 

The massive fundraising appeal for the project pulled together by community 
members and school alumni began in early 2017. More than $700,000 has been 
raised and includes a $250,000 NFL Foundation Grassroots Program grant and a 
$100,000 Commonwealth Finance Authority grant applied for by the McKees Rocks 
Community Development Corporation. 

Fundraising continues to allow for upkeep of the new facility.

Manhunt: Lone Wolf   
Netfl ix drops in for
crime drama fi lming  

BY CINDY ALEXANDER
STAFF WRITER

During the week of July 8-12, 
Crafton was transported back to 1996 
and for a short time became Atlanta 
while the Netfl ix series Manhunt shot 
on location.

Manhunt, which focused on the 
case of the Unabomber during its fi rst 
season, will spend its second season 
covering the case of 1996 Olympic 

bomber Eric Robert Rudolph. 
Manhunt: Lone Wolf includes the 
investigation and accusation of 
security guard Richard Jewell and his 
eventual vindication.

Assistant Location Manager Jason 

SEE, MANHUNT, PAGE 2
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Pressed Steel Car 
labor strike drew national 
attention 110 years ago.
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Free paper 
for pickup.Sweet

summertime!

Vacant property recovery 
program expands reach

Additional Allegheny County 
municipalities are being invited 
to participate in the Side Yard and 
Blighted Structure Program for the 
2019 program year, announced County 
Executive Rich Fitzgerald June 27.  

Program applicants during this time 
period will be provided the opportunity 
to acquire vacant lots and structures at 
a discounted cost through the vacant 
property recovery program. 

Typically, the discount is only 

available in specifi c municipalities 
based on average income levels in 
those communities. 

“We’re delighted to be able to again 
offer this program to our residents, and 
to assist in seeing properties return to 
productive use by offering discounts,” 

SEE, BLIGHTED, PAGE 2
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New additions to faculty, 
principal salary approved

BY CINDY ALEXANDER
STAFF WRITER

The Sto-Rox school board held 
a meeting on July 26 and added 
some fresh faces who will be 
seen throughout the district this 
fall, including new teachers and a 
principal who were offi cially hired 
during the meeting.

Hired as a fi rst grade teacher 
at the primary school was Emily 
Angle. Four teachers, Abby Manni, 
Rachel Kingston, Alicia Dinell, and 
Rita Campbell, will start their new 
positions at the upper elementary 
school this fall.

Also approved during the meeting 
was the hire of William Schleicher 
as the new principal at the primary 
school. 

Schleicher was hired with an 
annual salary of $85,000.

Schleicher, who obtained his 
degree at California University and 

earned his principal certifi cation 
through Point Park University, is 
currently the assistant principal at 
Propel Homestead, which houses 
grades kindergarten through eighth 
grade.

School board president Samantha 
Levitzki-Wright said she looks 
forward to having Schleicher join 
the district.

“The newly hired principal will 
be a great asset to our team at the 
elementary because he thrives on 
supportive collaborations with staff 
and students. His experience reveals 
that he is highly driven and can adapt 
to different needs in our school but 
also the needs of our community, 
staff, state requirements, and our 
fi nancial status,” said Levitzki-
Wright.
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Metal-theme venue
offers coffee, music

BY JAMIE WIGGAN
STAFF WRITER

The long awaited Black Forge Coffee House 
is open for business in McKees Rocks.

Following 11 months of setbacks including 
contracting issues and a change to the ownership 
structure, owner Ashley Corts proudly opened 
the coffee shop and music venue location July 
15.

 The new second Black Forge location is 
a continuation of a vision started four years 
earlier at the Allentown location, fusing a 
coffee bar, music venue, and art gallery into 
one combined space. Each of these elements 
is bound together by a distinctive black metal 
aesthetic. 

“I would say we’re pioneers for having 
metal, shows, coffee and art galleries together,” 
said Corts.

Three years after opening in 2015, Black 
Forge outgrew its 900-square-foot premises 
that limited show attendance to 49, and Corts 
set her eyes on the spacious Chartiers Trust 

building to expand the Black Forge vision.
For starters, the McKees Rocks location 

brings onsite roasting into the mix allowing for

SEE, BLACK FORGE, PAGE 4

Firing over refusal to
serve cop further stirs 
social media uproar

BY JAMIE WIGGAN
STAFF WRITER

The second day of business for McKees 
Rocks-based Black Forge Coffee House’s new 
location ended after a trip through the

SEE, FIRING, PAGE 4

Photo by Jamie Wiggan
The day after Black Forge Coffee House’s July 15 grand opening, a barista’s refusal to serve a 
McKees Rocks police offi cer and the subsequent fi ring made for a social media frenzy.  

Expectations for 78-acre
health, sport complex high

BY JAMIE WIGGAN
STAFF WRITER

Pittsburgh Riverhounds, Highmark 
Health and Allegheny Health 
Network (AHN) announced plans 
July 17 to work together on the 
construction of an $18 million health 
and fi tness complex in Coraopolis.

The AHN Montour Health and 
Sports Center will combine athletics 
facilities with “a comprehensive 
range of clinical programs” including 
sports medicine services and primary 
care. 

Construction will stretch across 
two phases, with fi nal completion 
expected by 2021.

Situated on State Avenue, two 

miles from downtown Coraopolis, 
Tony Picardi, Riverhounds comm-
unications director, said the site was 
chosen “as it is easily accessible 
for people throughout this region 
via I-79, in addition to the land’s 
development potential.”

Locally, expectations for the 
complex are high.

“First and foremost we’re 
obviously thrilled this expansion is 
happening in our backyard,” said 
Coraopolis Mayor Shawn Reed.

SEE, COMPLEX, PAGE 3

CORAOPOLIS
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Kennedy manager resigns,
discusses township issues  

BY JAMIE WIGGAN
STAFF WRITER

Citing moves from the Kennedy board 
of commissioners to replace him, longtime 
Township Manager Jerry Orsini submitted 
his notice of resignation Aug. 1.

Orsini, who worked his last day Aug. 
8, accused the commissioners of growing 

increasingly uncooperative and claimed 
they had been systematically ignoring his 
emails and other communication attempts 
in recent months.

“It’s playground behavior,” said the 

former manager.
Pressed for his explanation of the 

board’s alleged obstructiveness, Orsini 
said he had been “stepping on someone’s 
toes” by bringing attention to improper 
conduct.

SEE, ORSINI, PAGE 2

Milk Dud the dog found shot, 
adopted after two month wait

BY CINDY ALEXANDER
STAFF WRITER

A two-year-old Rottweiler found 
suffering from gunshot wounds in a 
pedestrian tunnel under the McKees 
Rocks Bridge in June has found his 
happy ending.

Milk Dud, who was named by the 
students of the Wilson School in the 
West Allegheny School District through 
the Kindness for Kids program led by 
Animal Friends, was found on June 10 by 
Don Tollan and Patty Patterson after they 
heard the dog crying in the pedestrian 

tunnel while out for a walk.
Tollan and Patterson picked up the dog 

and put him in their vehicle, knowing he 
was injured but not sure in what way. 
They took him to Pittsburgh Veterinary 
Specialty & Emergency Center located 
on Camp Horne Road in Pittsburgh and 
also reached out to Stowe Township 
Commissioner Cheryl McDermott to let 

SEE, MILKDUD, PAGE 2

District, WQED 
partner on Smart 
School Project

BY CINDY ALEXANDER
STAFF WRITER

For the second consecutive year, the Sto-
Rox School District and WQED are working 
together with the Smart Schools Project at 
the primary center and will implement even 
more activities this year.

“Smart Schools is a program that partners 
with local schools to provide teachers with 
PBS content to support needs in the area of 
literacy, language, and social development,” 
said primary head teacher Celeste Sicilla.

PBS resources are used in classrooms to 
create learning experiences which are both 
“innovative and impactful” for learners of 
all ages. The content is familiar for most 
children of primary school age and will 
help draw the interest of the children into 
the programs provided and encourage more 
learning.

The program was implemented last school 
year with events such as Kickoff

SEE, WQED, PAGE 2

“Workforce-driven” 
software, machine lab 
program collaboration

BY JAMIE WIGGAN
STAFF WRITER

Montour and Pittsburgh Technical 
College (PTC) last month announced 
plans to develop an integrated software 
and machine lab program (ISMI) using 
$297,000 in funds from the National 
Science Foundation. 

With an emphasis in architectural and 
mechanical engineering technology, the 
program will be geared toward training 
high school students for careers as 
technicians in these fi elds. According to 
the grant abstract, an overemphasis on 
training engineers is contributing to a 
growing shortage of the technicians who 
“facilitate” their work.

A press release issued by PTC indicates

SEE, PROGRAM, PAGE 2

STOWE

MONTOUR & PTC

KENNEDY

Photo by Cindy Hindle
Adopted July 29, Milk Dud continues to recover from gunshot wounds suffered in June.

WQED has partnered with Sto-Rox for the 
second year in a row to bring fun interactive 
activities to the students.

www.paixaojewellers.com

Paulino & Eileen Paixão

1800 Pine Hollow Road Suite 1B Kennedy Township, PA 15136

412.331.7000

Hours:
Tues - Fri, 10-5 

Sat 10-2

Your Hometown Tire & Battery Dealer
Tires For All Your Needs

412-331-5333 or 412-331-5334
Michael F. Roussey

Owner
600 Broadway Ave.,

Stowe Twp. (West Park), 
PA 15136 

Wholesale Distributors Since 1919

Robert A. Eisenstat
P r e s i d e n t

roberteisenstat@eisenstatcandy.com   112 Saint Joseph Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15210

www.eisenstatcandy.com        Phone: 412-381-9100   Fax: 412-381-5430

 CANDY CO., INC. CANDY CO., INC.

Anti-nepotism policy, police merger, website 
and more discussed in McKees Rocks meeting

BY JAMIE WIGGAN
STAFF WRITER

The mayor and all nine councilmembers 
were in session for the McKees Rocks 
voting meeting Aug. 13 where they 
grappled with a full slate of issues, 

including nepotism concerns, road updates 
and a potential police department merger 
with Stowe Township.

Job Corps
With a 6-3 majority, council approved 

a motion to authorize paying contracts for 
Job Corps interns. 

The same motion was rejected by council 
during an emergency meeting July 23 

where several members were absent.
Job Corps is a federal program to help 

young adults develop vocational skills and 
leaves the employer to determine how

SEE, COUNCIL, PAGE 5
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Residents question record 
of new Kennedy manager 

BY JAMIE WIGGAN
STAFF WRITER

Exactly a week after former 
manager Jerry Orsini vacated his 
offi ce in the Mel Weinstein Municipal 
Center Aug. 8, the Kennedy Township 
Board of Commissioners voted 
unanimously to appoint Matthew D. 
Staniszewski of Washington County 
as his replacement effective Sept. 3.

The commissioners did not discuss 
the new employee or their reasons for 
approving him at any point during the 
Aug. 15 meeting.

Various Kennedy residents have, 
however, contacted Gazette 2.0 
with questions over the newly hired 
manager’s reputation and the hiring 
process that brought him to the 
township.

Staniszewski, a current Washington 
city councilmember, has a legal 
record that includes three convictions 
for driving under the Infl uence — one

SEE, MANAGER, PAGE 2

STO-ROX

Carlynton begins 
interview process 
for superintendent

BY JIM SPEZIALETTI
As the application deadline 

approaches for the Carlynton 
superintendent position, school 
offi cials are preparing for the next 
phase of the hiring process.

The school board in July approved 
Diane Kirk, director of the Tri State 
Area School Study Council, to 
conduct the stakeholder consultation 
portion of the superintendent search. 

The district will pay $850 for the 
consultation work.

Carlynton board president Jim 
Schriver said Kirk will interview 
teachers, administrators and 
community members to learn what 
qualities they would like the new 
superintendent to have, as well as 
what they like in the district and what 
changes should be made.

Those interviews are currently 
taking place. The information

SEE, CARLYNTON, PAGE 3

GOVERNMENT

SCHOOL DISTRICTLong-awaited fi eld project 
celebrated, students excited

BY CINDY ALEXANDER
STAFF WRITER

On a warm August evening, hundreds of 
residents, along with alumni, local offi cials 
and Pittsburgh Steeler celebrities, gathered to 
celebrate a landmark occasion for the Sto-Rox 
area. Aug. 19 marked the grand opening of the 
activities fi eld at the Sto-Rox Jr. Sr. High School.  

After years of fundraising and work by 

many organizations, the dream of a new fi eld 
for the community was fi nally realized. Tables 
manned by volunteers that offered free drinks, 
raffl e tickets and school paraphernalia for those 
interested, dotted the outskirts of the fi eld.

Legendary Steeler running back Franco Harris 
could be found mingling with the crowd before

SEE, FIELD, PAGE 4

Photo by Lynne Deliman
The Sto-Rox Jr. Sr. High School Football Team rushed onto the new fi eld Aug. 19.

Borough joins 
county’s plate 
reader system

BY CINDY ALEXANDER
STAFF WRITER

A license plate reader was installed 
Sept. 5 in a McKees Rocks police 
department patrol car and members of 
the police force have begun training on 
the device. 

The license plate reader, along with 
the nine cameras installed throughout the 
borough earlier this summer which also 
have the capability, were provided to the 
borough through the fall 2018 efforts of 
Mayor Jack Muhr, Rep. Dan Deasy and 
the Allegheny County district attorney’s 
offi ce.

These additions are a great asset to the 
police force and the area, said Chief Rick 
Deliman.

“The system will instantly let us 
know if [a] vehicle is legal or not,” said 
Deliman.

The license plate reader in the police

SEE, READERS, PAGE 2
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Job offer retracted after new manager’s most recent DUI charge
BY JAMIE WIGGAN

STAFF WRITER
The Kennedy Township Board of 

Commissioners has withdrawn an offer to 
hire Matthew Staniszewski of Washington 
County as the new township manager after 
he was charged with a DUI offense Aug. 
26. 

The board approved Stanisweszki’s 
appointment during a public meeting Aug. 

15 with a starting date of Sept. 3.
Prior to the most recent incident, 

where Washington City police found 
Staniszewski unconscious in his vehicle 
during the early afternoon, questions had 
already been raised about his existing  
record that included multiple DUIs dating 
back to 2006 and a citation for public 
drunkenness in 2018.

Kennedy Treasurer Mel Weinstein, who 

is also serving as interim manager, said 
the township was aware of Staniszewski’s 
existing record when it made an offer to 
hire him.

“We knew about the history but…at 
the time he interviewed he was cleared 
of everything,” said Weinstein. “He had a 
great background. He had an MBA, he had 
14 years in the fi eld.”

Weinstein said their second pick for the 

job had accepted a position elsewhere so 
the township needed to begin again with 
the hiring process. 

He expects it could be “a couple months” 
until a new manager is hired and appointed.

Consistent with his “46 years of public 
service,” Weinstein said he would consider 
postponing his annual winter trip to 
Florida if the township is still looking for a 
manager by his scheduled departure.

KENNEDY

Free glass recycle 
service available 
to McKees Rocks 
citizens, businesses

BY JAMIE WIGGAN
STAFF WRITER

Councilwoman Sarah Harvey 
announced a new pilot program Sept. 3 
that provides McKees Rocks residents 
with six-day-a-week access to a drop-
off glass recycling facility.

Harvey said she was prompted to 
fi nd a solution by residents who were 
“disappointed” by the cuts to the 
recycling pickup service effected in 
the 2019 Waste Management contracts. 
The new contract stripped back weekly 
glass and plastic collections and now 
provides plastic only collections every 
two weeks.

The move by Texas-based Waste 
Management reportedly came as 
a response to China’s new import 
reductions on plastic recyclables that 
took effect in early 2018. 

SEE, RECYCLING, PAGE 2

Preparation for historic steam 
locomotive departure underway

Landlocked and resting in the McKees 
Rocks Bottoms for more than 25 years, 
the historic steam locomotive Bessemer 
and Lake Erie 643 is being prepared for 
relocation to the Age of Steam Roundhouse 

Museum in Sugarcreek, Ohio.
Last week, the museum posted videos on 

its website showing the locomotive being

SEE, LOCOMOTIVE, PAGE 3

Photo by Lynne Deliman

PILOT PROGRAM
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Council debates salary raises, president revisits athletics center dismissal
BY JAMIE WIGGAN

STAFF WRITER
 A preliminary budget requesting salary 

raises for several borough employees in the 
new year once again has the McKees Rocks 
council at odds over the issue of personnel 
compensation.

Drafted by Borough Manager Ruth 
Pompey and shared with council members 
Dec. 9, the budget calls for a notable 
reallocation of funds between departments 
and assumes a larger total income.

Outgoing councilmember Maribeth 
Taylor protested salary raises of six 
percent and above marked out for several 
employees.

“Once again we’re giving staff some 
pretty hefty raises,” she said.

According to the preliminary budget, 

salary raises ranging between six and eight 
percent are due to the borough’s manager, 
building inspector and code enforcer.

Pompey’s salary, which has risen from 
about $53,000 to $80,000 since she began

SEE, RAISES, PAGE 3

Coraopolis Water and Sewer Authority 
responds to PFAS contamination report

BY JAMIE WIGGAN
STAFF WRITER

Responding to reports of high chemical 
contaminant levels in the municipal 
water supply, the Coraopolis Water and 
Sewer Authority (CWSA) issued its own 
statement Dec. 9 suggesting certain facts 
had been misrepresented by local media. 

Test results published by Pennsylvania’s 
Department of Environmental (DEP) 
Protection Dec. 5 found PFAS levels  — 
a group of chemical contaminants — in 
the CWSA water supply to be among the 
highest of the 96 so far sampled across the 

state. The Coraopolis sample measured 
12.9 parts per trillion (ppt) for combined 
PFAS levels, placing it sixth highest 
overall. Around two-thirds of those tested 
showed zero contaminants, including the 

two others taken from Allegheny County.
The CWSA issued a statement 

criticizing a Beaver County Times 
headline stating “Coraopolis Drinking 
Water Contaminated,” and downplayed 
concerns surrounding the results.

“The sample taken from the CWSA 
system measured 12.9 ppt which is 
signifi cantly lower than the EPA advisory 
level of 70 ppt,” it states. “…CWSA 
drinking water meets all current federal, 
state and local drinking water standards.”

Sometimes referred to as “forever 
chemicals,” PFAs are used in everyday 
items from non-stick cookware to pizza

SEE, WATER, PAGE 2
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Sto-Rox considers 
adding track and 
fi eld programming

BY JAMIE WIGGAN
STAFF WRITER

School directors agreed to look at options for 
establishing a track and fi eld program during the 
board’s Dec. 5 annual reorganization meeting.

Speaking to the board, Athletic Director 
Mike Spisak initially suggested they dissolve 
the existing volleyball program to free up funds 
for a track coach, however, board members said 
they would prefer to explore options to support 
both.

“The consensus is we don’t want to cut any 
program,” Board President Samantha Levitzki-
Wright said.

Although the board verbalized support for 
the idea, no offi cial action was taken during the 
meeting.

Spisak said a co-ed track and fi eld program 
could offer more to students than volleyball, 
which he said is considered “more as a hobby” 
to those who participate.

“I think our kids will excel in [track and 
fi eld],” he said

Citing prior experience as a track and fi eld 
coach, Sam Weaver, high school assistant 
principal added his support for the idea.

“It’s another way to give these kids new 
exposure without breaking the bank,” he said.

 Director Ken Hohman, who also volunteers 

SEE, VIKINGS, PAGE 5
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Crafton hits brakes on GetGo proposal
BY CINDY ALEXANDER 

& JIM SPEZIALETTI
While Carlynton School District 

gave approval Dec. 3, Crafton council 
unanimously rejected a proposal that 
would bring a GetGo convenience center 
to property owned by both the borough 
and school district during a public hearing 
Dec. 9.

The 5.244 acres at the center of the 
debate currently features a miniature golf 

SEE, CRAFTON, PAGE 5

WATER TESTING                                 

McKEES ROCKS                                 

PUBLIC HEARING             

Photo by Cindy Hindle
Crafton council voted Dec. 9 to reject the proposal for a GetGo convenience center to 
be built on property owned by Carlynton School District and the borough.
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LLC
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35 Fairhaven Road
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(across from Fairhaven Park)

High Rise Apartments for 
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STO-ROX PLAZA, INC., 731 Chartiers Avenue, McKees Rocks, PA 15136

- Section 8 Subsidized Housing by HUD
- 1 Bedroom Apartments
- Equal Housing Opportunity

Applicant must meet HUD requirements for residency.

For an application, call 412-331-4112.
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SCHNEIDER’S AUTO REPAIR 
& RADIATOR SERVICE

“Family Owned Since 1959”

All of your automotive needs including 
PA State Inspections and Alignments.

3341 W. Carson St., Pgh, PA 15204  

412-771-3309

All of your automotive needs including 

Township fi les for
legal fees incurred
during 8-year battle 
over grading permit

BY JAMIE WIGGAN
STAFF WRITER

A hearing set for Sept. 30 will determine 
who is responsible for legal fees arising from 
a series of lawsuits fi led by Moon Township 
in relation to resident Paul Schreiber’s 
unsuccessful 2011 grading permit application.

The exact number in question is unknown 
as the township’s motion for counsel fees was 
fi led under seal. Total legal receipts incurred 
by the township in connection with this case 
reached close to $140,000 by August, with 
average monthly expenses of around $10,000 
per month over the past year continuing to 
mount. 

Schreiber, of Maple Street Extension, 
made his fi rst attempt to get a grading permit 
in September 2011. Listing a doctorate in 
general engineering amongst his credentials, 
Schreiber drew up his own plans.

The request was returned with a list of 
outstanding requirements from the township 
engineer. Over the next two years, Schreiber 
submitted three additional applications and

SEE, LAWSUIT, PAGE 3

CSX: Pittsburgh Intermodal Rail Service

Local shipping terminal falls short on promises
as rail company changes track with intermodal

BY JAMIE WIGGAN
STAFF WRITER

Two years after CSX Corporation 
opened an intermodal terminal spanning 
a 30-acre tract located in McKees Rocks 
and Stowe, the facility’s lackluster 
performance raises questions over 
longstanding efforts to revive the area’s 
economic engine.

Since 2013, when CSX announced its 
plans to build a $60 million facility in 
the community’s former industrial core, 
a host of local offi cials and stakeholders 
have voiced high hopes on its potential 
for reviving the local economy.

As well as supporting “30-40 on 
site jobs,” the intermodal terminal — 
a facility for effi ciently transferring 
freight between truck and train — was 
expected to generate a wave of secondary 
investment.

The current outlook is less promising. 
Local residents attest that for much of the 
time the 30-acre site is absent of any

SEE, TERMINAL, PAGE 2
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A computer generated image from 2017 projects extensive freight and truck activity 
throughout the CSX terminal.

Photo by Jamie Wiggan
There is no visible activity around truck access points to the CSX Intermodal facility 
during a weekday photo taken mid-day.

Offi cials tout new housing tracts spurred 
by ‘attractive location’ and ‘low millage’

BY JAMIE WIGGAN
STAFF WRITER

During the Kennedy Township’s Sept. 12 
regular meeting, Mel Weinstein, treasurer 
and interim manager, announced plans 
for the construction of a new housing 
development on a vacant lot adjoining the 

Kennedy Center shopping center on 
McKees Rocks Road.

The 10-acre site was bought in July by 
a subsidiary of A&R Builders, Ltd., which 

constructed the Kennedy Highlands 
apartments located near the new 
development. 

The property was sold for $1.45 million 
according to Allegheny County real estate 
records. 

According to Weinstein, the 120 units 

will be geared toward residents age 55 and 
older. 

The treasurer said the township’s low 
millage rate and attractive location is 
drawing in new residents and spurring new

SEE, HOUSING, PAGE 6

KENNEDY

New fi lings claiming confl icts of interest on part of judge 
postpone decision as to who pays township’s legal fees

BY JAMIE WIGGAN
STAFF WRITER

A scheduled hearing over legal fees 
arising from a long and costly dispute 
between Moon Township and resident 
Paul Schreiber over grading permits has 
been postponed by new fi lings alleging 
“apparent confl icts” in the judge’s 
handling of the case.

Two months after the July 11 
judgment on the eight-year legal battle 
found Schreiber guilty of violating a 
grading ordinance, Schreiber’s attorney 
Brandon Shields fi led a motion to 
remove Allegheny County common 

pleas judge Don Walko citing confl icts 
of interest that should have precluded 
him from handling the case.

Walko ruled against removing himself 
from the case during a hearing he called 
to resolve the issue Sept. 23.

“I don’t think this has the appearance

SEE, JUDGE, PAGE 2

Congregation determined to rebuild after devastating fi re
BY JAMIE WIGGAN

STAFF WRITER
Six days after the Sheraden United 

Methodist Church on Chartiers Avenue 
was devastated by fi re, more than 200 
worshippers showed up for an outdoor 
“healing service” on Sept. 15.

“It was the most beautiful service I have 

ever gone to,” said lifelong parishioner Pat 
Moorby, who said she was driven to tears 
by the news of the fi re and considered 
staying at home on Sept. 15.

The outdoor gathering marked the 

church’s last meeting at the site of the late 
Victorian structure. But the members are 
determined to ensure it did not mark the end 
of their congregation.

“We knew from day one… we were 
gonna rebuild,” said Sandy Maker, another 

SEE, CHURCH, PAGE 3

Photo by Jamie Wiggan
COMING SOON: Work on the new Speedway fueling station and Speedy Cafe in McKees Rocks will soon be complete. Project 
offi cials have set a tentative open date of Oct. 15.

West Park alleyway 
site of heroin fi nd 
by business owner

BY CINDY ALEXANDER
STAFF WRITER

Four bricks of heroin were found in the alley 
directly behind the Broadway Brunch located in the 
West Park neighborhood of Stowe Township Aug. 
28.

Restaurant owner R.J. Carrabbia said he was 
alerted to the fi nd 
by an employee 
who noticed 
the gallon-sized 
storage bag 
fi lled with drugs 
sitting near the 
restaurant’s back 
door. He, in turn, 
alerted local 
police. Neither 
touched the 
package.

Stowe Police 
Chief Matt 

Preininger said Carrabbia and his staff handled the 
situation perfectly.

“You never want to touch something like that. 
We always wear rubber gloves because you 
never know what is in or on that kind of thing. If 
it contained Fentanyl, it could take a grown man 
down in seconds,” said Preininger.

The police are having the fi nd examined for 
fi ngerprints and checking the “stamps” on the 
packages in the state’s Fusion knowledge database, 

SEE, DRUGS, PAGE 4
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The heroin was found in a 
gallon-sized plastic bag in the 
alley behind Broadway Brunch. 
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Crescent-Bruno power line upgrades 
bring health, property value worries

BY JAMIE WIGGAN
STAFF WRITER

During an Oct. 9 public hearing led by 
the Pennsylvania Utility Commission 
(PUC), more than 20 residents voiced 
concerns over plans by Duquesne Light 
Company to update the regional power line 
network connecting substations in Crescent 
Township and Brunot Island on the Ohio 
River.

Although the utility company maintains 
these upgrades are necessary “to meet 
safety and reliability standards,” many who 

testifi ed at the hearing expressed views that 
the project was working against resident 
interests. 

“I feel I signed with Duquesne Light 
and I sold them my property without even 
knowing the facts,” said Robinson resident 
Diane Hartman, who accused the company 
of “taking advantage of homeowners.”

SEE, DUQUESNE LIGHT, PAGE 3

Photo by Lynne Deliman
Months after Eat’n Park closed, the building was torn down Oct. 18 marking the 
end of the 53-year old restaurant.

Beloved restaurant gets torn down, 
making way for offi ce development

Four months after the McKees Rocks 
Eat’n Park restaurant closed its doors on 
Father’s Day, the building is being levelled 
to make room for a multi-story offi ce space 
which will serve as new headquarters for 
the Allegheny County Housing Authority. 

The landlord, Trinity Commercial De-

velopment, proposed alternatives that 
would allow for the restaurant to remain in 
the community, but according to Eat’n Park 
management none were found “viable.”

The “place-for-smiles” restaurant was a 
mainstay of the McKees Rocks community 
for 53 years before closing in June.

ALCOSAN updates plan to separate 
sewage from stormwater systems

BY JAMIE WIGGAN
STAFF WRITER

Allegheny County Sanitary Authority 
(ALCOSAN) is moving forward with an 
updated plan to implement long-overdue 
infrastructure improvements related to 
a sewage overfl ow issue the region’s 
combined sewage and stormwater systems 
cause during periods of heavy rain or 
snowmelt.

The authority’s treatment facility – 
located along the Ohio River near the 
McKees Rocks Bridge – cannot handle 

SEE, ALCOSAN, PAGE 5

McKEES ROCKS

‘Growing pains’ 
part of new billing 
system for borough

BY JAMIE WIGGAN
STAFF WRITER

Since installing Jordan Tax Service 
as the collection agent for Waste 
Management bills in April, the borough 
has been working to straighten out its 
billing system. 

“It’s a work in progress,” said 
Borough Manager Ruth Pompey.

Prior to the new contract signed in 
April, Waste Management collected 
payments on bills which it sent out to 
residents. Now the borough pays for the 
service upfront and contracts Jordan 
Tax Service to collect reimbursements 
from residents.

 By setting a quarterly fee amount 
and sending out the initial round 
of bills, Borough Solicitor Megan 
Turnbull said the administration has 
“worked through a good number” of 
its “growing pains” but still needs to 
determine late payment penalties and

SEE, BILLING, PAGE 2

Photo courtesy of Duquesne Light
The proposed route falls within Duquesne Light’s existing right-of-way, passing through fi ve 
area municipalities and a portion of the City of Pittsburgh.

DUQUESNE LIGHT

Volunteers working to restore 18th-century inn
BY JAMIE WIGGAN

STAFF WRITER
Hidden beneath a crumbling mask 

of dull red paint, what is thought to be 
Pittsburgh’s oldest commercial building 
appears to most passers-by as just 
another decaying structure holding back 

development in the City of Pittsburgh’s 
West End neighborhood.

This was the case for property owner 
Lee Harris when in 2009 he purchased the 
Old Stone Tavern with plans to expand 

his business, according to Norene Beatty, 
who heads the organization dedicated to its 
restoration. 

The chance emergence of a ledger with 
records of tavern customer transactions

SEE, TAVERN, PAGE 11
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Long-time car dealership Crivelli Chevrolet 
to leave McKees Rocks after nearly 65 years

BY JAMIE WIGGAN
STAFF WRITER

After nearly 65 years of continuous 
operation, Jim Crivelli Chevrolet will be 
leaving McKees Rocks on Nov. 16, ending 
a family legacy in local car sales that 
extends back even further.

The dealership released a statement  
Oct. 28 listing “pressure from [larger 
competitors], a general shift in the 
automotive industry and GM’s own 
changing business model,” as factors 
contributing to the closure.

“It was a diffi cult decision, but it was 
time,” said owner Jim Crivelli, Jr. 

“The automotive industry is changing, 

and our dealership just does not fi t the 
current market.”

The McKees Rocks franchise was opened 
on Chartiers Avenue in 1955 by James P. 
Crivelli Sr. and has remained at its current 
spot beside the shopping plaza since 1970.

Crivelli died fi ve years ago at the age 
of 98, by which point his son was running 
the family business. Another relative, Joe 
Horgan, oversees day-to-day operations as 
the franchise controller.

The Crivelli family fi rst entered the

SEE, CRIVELLI, PAGE 5

BUSINESS                        

Briefl y...

Delays in store 
for portion of 
Campbells Run

Scheduled maintenance work to update 
a section of Campbells Run Road in 
Robinson Township will result in periodic 
single-lane closures, beginning Nov. 11 and 
continuing into January.

According to a statement released 
by Allegheny County’s public works 
department Oct. 30, the project will deliver 
“safety upgrades, scour protection, and 
concrete repairs to [a small bridge where 
the road crosses a tributary to the Chartiers 
Creek].”

The partial closures will be mostly 
confi ned to weekdays between 7 a.m. and 
5 p.m., with possible weekend exceptions. 
Work will be centered around Campbell

SEE, BRIEFS, PAGE 2

District ban
Opinion divided over prohibiting cell 
phone possession during school hours

BY JAMIE WIGGAN
STAFF WRITER

A revision to the Sto-Rox School 
District’s electronic devices policy has 
raised concerns for some parents over their 
children’s safety, while the administration 
and board president contend the measures 
are necessary for student education and 
wellbeing.

An incident where a student was fi lmed 

using the bathroom prompted the board 
action, according to directors, who voted 
Oct. 24 to pass an amendment to the district 
electronic devices policy prohibiting 
“possession” of cell phones “during the 
time students are under the supervision 
of the district.” District offi cials say the 
bathroom occurrence was not an isolated 

incident and note a steady increase in 
behavioral problems involving cell 
phones.

The policy revision passed by a 6-2 
vote, with President Samantha Levitzki-
Wright and directors Tyler Korchirka, 
Patrick Dorrenbacher, Kevin Farley, Ken 
Hohman and Grace Weber voting in favor. 

SEE, POLICY, PAGE 4

Celebrating 2 years of community news 

STO-ROX                         

WEST END                       

Photo courtesy Jamie Wiggan
After 65 years of operation in McKees Rocks, Jim Crivelli Chevrolet is closing its 
doors Nov. 16. 

New municipal center plans abandoned, 
upgrades to existing site planned instead

BY JAMIE WIGGAN
STAFF WRITER

Robinson’s Board of Commissioners 
approved a multi-phase plan to upgrade 
the township’s municipal complex 
during its regular business meeting Nov. 
4.

The plan replaces a 2016 proposal 
to relocate to a new building near The 
Mall at Robinson, which according to 

Manager Frank Piccolino was ultimately 
abandoned because of mounting 
expenses.

Township offi cials regrouped over the 
last year and decided instead to upgrade 
the township’s current facilities over 
three phases of development, Piccolino 
said.

Phase one will oversee the construction 
of a new police station on a site adjacent 
to its current location. The administrative 
building and public works facilities will 
receive “renovations” rather than entire 
replacements under phases two and 
three.

“The police station is the worst part of 

SEE, MUNICIPAL, PAGE 4

Music venues
prompt revisit of
amusement tax 

BY JAMIE WIGGAN
STAFF WRITER

Following the arrival of two new music venues 
in McKees Rocks, offi cials and stakeholders 
are disputing the status of a 36-year-old tax law 
permitting the borough to a 10 percent cut on ticket 
sales.

Citing concern for the survival of the newly 
restored Roxian Theatre and a desire to draw new 
business to the community, Councilmember Liz 
Delgado motioned to overturn the tax during the 
borough’s Nov. 12 business meeting.

 “The Roxian is the best thing to happen to 
McKees Rocks in a long time,” she said, urging 
council to think about “what’s good for business.”

Although the motion never made it to a vote, 
mention of eliminating the amusement tax 
ordinance kicked up a storm of dissenting voices.

“If they don’t like it here, if they don’t want to 
pay—goodbye,” said Mayor Jack Muhr.

Speaking from the audience, resident and elected 
tax collector Tracy Pederson urged Delgado to 
“step down.”

“You are hurting this borough,” she said.
Delgado argued the tax had not been consistently 

enforced for a long time and was now being 
arbitrarily revisited to boost the borough’s revenue. 

SEE, TAX, PAGE 5

Kennedy resident, county treasurer presented humanitarian award
BY JEFF WIDMER

Most people in this county know John 
Weinstein as the name they put on checks 
for taxes or dog licenses. But the man 
himself? There is so much more to the man 
than you know.

Weinstein, Allegheny County treasurer 
for the past 20 years, was recognized 
earlier this month as the 2019 Catherine 
Variety Sheraton Humanitarian Awardee by 

Variety, the Children’s Charity.
The honor was presented Nov. 1 as part 

of the organization’s annual 
gala, held at Heinz Field and 
attended by an estimated 
600 supporters. The event 
was highlighted by the Kids 
Parade featuring 11 children 

demonstrating specialized mobility and 
communications equipment.

A 1982 Montour graduate, Weinstein, 
55, grew up in Kennedy Township and still 
lives there. He was recently elected to his 
sixth term as county treasurer and is the 
father to twins Jack and Mella, age 3.

“This is my base [Kennedy]. This is 
really a great place to live. I love this area 
– It’s a terrifi c area to live,” said Weinstein.

He is a longtime supporter of the charity 
organization.

“Coming along on a family outing, riding 
a bike, even communicating basic needs 
are things that are easy to take for granted,” 
Weinstein said. “What we are doing 
together is recognizing that every child is 
seen, is championed, and is given an

SEE, AWARD, PAGE 4
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Crushing loss

Photo by Lynne Deliman
The Sto-Rox Vikings experienced a crushing 41-19 loss at the Nov. 16 WPIAL Quarterfi nals at Heinz Field against the Clairton 
Bears. Pictured (l-r): Eric Wilson, Dylan Greer, Jaidon Berry, Myeir Woodard and Diontae Givens.           SEE, SPORTS, PAGE 11

Superintendent 
hiring process 
draws concerns

BY JAMIE WIGGAN
STAFF WRITER

Anticipated discussion over whether to 
promote an internal candidate to replace 
outgoing superintendent Maureen Ungarean 
brought a packed audience to the Moon Area 
School District’s Nov. 18 meeting.

Public interest was stirred by a circulated 
fl yer stoking concerns the district would not 
conduct an adequate search.

“There are certain school board members 
who want to forego [a region-wide] selection 
process and hire an in-house administrator to 

fi ll the superintendent position,” the fl yer 
states. “…Are we willing to accept MASD 
as a mediocre school district?”

Although the issue has not yet been put 
to a vote, school directors intimated Barry 
Balaski, high school principal and assistant to 
the superintendent, was being considered as 
an interim superintendent when Ungarean’s 
contract expires Jan. 14.

Addressing the public, Director James 
Bogotay criticized the fl yer as an attempt to 
“drive up anti-Balaski sentiment.” Bogotay 
said the board welcomed public input, 
although in his view the conversation was 
“somewhat premature.”

“As it stands we currently have a

SEE, HIRING, PAGE 4

Affordable rideshare pilot set 
to launch in Sto-Rox community

BY JAMIE WIGGAN
STAFF WRITER

Several months after community leaders in 
Stowe and McKees Rocks fi rst got together 
behind plans for testing a low-cost rideshare 
service, funds are now in place to launch a 
one-year pilot program.

Set to begin in early 2020, sponsors 
of the program say it will help meet the 
transportation needs of low-income residents 
while supplying a number of well-paying 
driver positions.

“RubyRide is a game-changer that 
will help provide our residents access to 
much-needed resources,” said Taris Vrcek, 
McKees Rocks Community Development 
Corporation (MRCDC) executive director. 
“It will have a signifi cant impact on 
community health by providing access to 
fresh foods, healthcare and opportunities for 
education and employment.”

Pittsburgh-based Rubyride was created as 
an affordable alternative to market-driven 
rideshare platforms such as Lyft and Uber, 

by partnering with local schools, non-profi ts 
and civic organizations to build a model that 
fi ts the needs of individual communities.

Participants in the pilot will pay a fi xed 
monthly fee in exchange for unlimited 
rides within a defi ned transit zone. Using 
input from the community, a Sto-Rox zone 
is currently being mapped out and may be 
further adapted as the pilot moves forward.

Shuttle services to common destinations 
outside the zone, such as Robinson Town 
Centre, are under consideration, and could 
be made available to non-member residents.

SEE, RUBYRIDE, PAGE 4

Ulterior motives questioned 
in athletics center dismissal
BY JAMIE WIGGAN

STAFF WRITER
The grandson of Home-

stead Grays baseball leg-
end Josh Gibson suspects 
ulterior motives are be-
hind a last-minute block-
age of his plans to build a 
community athletics cen-
ter in McKees Rocks.

After several months 
of productive meetings 
with local offi cials, Sean 
Gibson, executive director 
of the Josh Gibson 
Foundation said he was 
told his plans could not go 
ahead two days before he 
was scheduled to present 
them to council Nov. 12.

The determination 
was made by Council 
President Paul Krisby, 
who called architect 
Frank Dawson on Nov. 10 
to say the project had to 

be abandoned because the 
chosen site is a protected 
green space owned by the 
borough.

“I was so surprised 
about the whole green 
space,” Gibson said. “…
Even if it is green space, 
all it takes is a vote to 
change it.”

Krisby maintains the 
verdict is fi nal.

“It’s a green space,” he 
said. “[Gibson] can build 
his playground, he just 
can’t build it on the fi eld.”

Having grown up in 
Pittsburgh’s west end 
region, Gibson said he 
wanted to build a multi-
use athletics facility in the 
area as a way of giving 
back to his community. 
After consulting with 
local property owners and 
business contacts, he 

set his sights on Rangers 
Field in the Bottoms 
neighborhood of McKees 
Rocks.

A design drawn up by 
Dawson includes plans 
for two handicap-acces-
sible “miracle league” 
baseball squares and in-
door basketball facilities.

“We had a whole 
concept,” he said. “…It’s 
a multi-use, full-service 
community center.”

Gibson said he grew 
immediately suspicious 
when he heard the 
message from Krisby and 
was frustrated that he, as 
project manager, wasn’t 
told directly.

“They knew all the 
information about the 
[Indian burial mound

SEE, CENTER, PAGE 3
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MOON AREA                               

STO-ROX                                 
A conceptual drawing shows plans for a community athletics center in the McKees 
Rocks Bottoms neighborhood. After months of meetings, the project was dismissed 
just days before the proposal was set to be brought to the public and the whole of 
McKees Rocks council. 

McKEES ROCKS                                                         
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Sports complex
Pittsburgh Riverhounds, Highmark 

Health and Allegheny Health Network 
(AHN) announced plans July 17 to work 
together on the construction of an $18 
million health and fi tness complex in 
Coraopolis.

In addition to sports facilities, the plans 
include specialized health and medical 
facilities capable of attracting clients from 
far outside the Pittsburgh metro area.

Two miles from Downtown Coraopolis, 
the State Avenue site was chosen for its 
accessibility and development potential, 
according to Tony Picardi, Riverhounds 
communications director. Local offi cials 
hailed the announcement as a major asset 
to the region. 

‘Milkdud’ adopted
Two months after being shot and left for 

dead under the McKees Rocks Bridge, a 
two-year-old Rott-
weiler was formally 
adopted by Stowe 
couple Don Tollan 
and Patty Patterson 
on July 29.

The dog was ini-
tially cared for by 
Animal Friends, 
which operates a 

program at the West Allegheny School Dis-
trict named Kindness for Kids. Tollan and 
Patterson chose to stick with the name giv-
en by the students participating in the pro-
gram, Milk Dud.

Internship contracts
Citing nepotism concerns, the McKees 

Rocks Council rejected a contract proposal 
that would compensate students interning 
with the borough at $10 per hour during an 
emergency council session July 23.

 The contract in question was introduced 
to the council by Borough Manager Ruth 
Pompey, whose son was a candidate for the 
position. 

Responding to the nepotism charge, 
Pompey said her broader motive was to 
incentivize young people — especially 
African-Americans — to seek learning 
opportunities with the borough. 

The vote was overturned during the 
following business meeting on Aug. 
13, attended by a larger number of 
councilmembers.

AUGUST

Manager resignation
Following the resignations of three 

township commissioners, Jerry Orsini, 
part-time Kennedy manager of more than 
10 years, added his name to the list of 
departures on Aug. 1.

Orsini pointed to mounting turmoil 
between himself and other township 
offi cials, who he accused of “illegal” and 
“immoral” activity. The fi nal straw came 
during a job interview for a newly created 

full-time managerial position, in which 
Orsini said he was humiliated by the 
commissioners.

McKees Rocks hero
When contacted by an archaeologist 

working on-site in Germany, Gazette 2.0 
was able to help track down living relatives 
of a McKees Rocks airman whose plane 
was shot down over German airspace in 
1944.

Raised on Martha Street in The Bottoms, 
Sgt. Joseph Kasperko was just 23 years old 
when he lost his life in service during his 
fi rst combat mission. 

Kasperko is survived by a niece, Barbara 
O’Connell, who lives in Fox Chapel with 
her husband Patrick.

Field opening
Local offi cials, alumni and associates of 

the Pittsburgh Steelers joined with hundreds 
of residents to celebrate the grand opening 
of the Sto-Rox activities fi eld Aug. 19.

The celebration marked the end of two 
years’ fundraising efforts began in 2017 
under the banner, “It Starts With the Field.” 
Donations from community members and 
alumni were combined with state funding 
and contributions from the Steelers and 
Heritage Valley Health System to reach 
to $720,000 in planning and construction 
costs.

SEPTEMBER 

Steam train 
McKees Rocks lost a long-time fi xture 

as historic steam locomotive Bessemer 
and Lake Erie 643 began its journey to 
Sugarcreek, Ohio, where it will soon 
be on display inside the Age of Steam 
Roundhouse Museum.

The 300-ton machine was built in 1942 
and was decommissioned after diesel 
engines began to dominate the industry in 
the early 1950s.

Staniszewski
After he was found passed out from 

intoxication while blocking a public 
intersection in late August, Kennedy 
Township offi cials later withdrew an offer 
of employment to Mathew Staniszewski of 
Washington County, who was set to take 
offi ce as a full-time manager.

Staniszewski’s appointment was 
confi rmed by Kennedy commissioners 
during the township’s Aug. 15 business 
meeting with an intended start date of Sept. 
3.

Following the rescinding of Stanizweski’s 
contract, the township has continued to 
look for a replacement for Jerry Orsini, 
who resigned his position in August. Mel 
Weinstein has taken on the managerial role 
in addition to his positions as an elected tax 
collector and appointed treasurer until a 
new candidate is appointed.

Recycling facility
Councilwoman Sarah Harvey announced 

Sept. 3 the creation of a glass recycling 
pilot program for McKees Rocks residents, 
following the removal of certain recycling 
services in Waste Management’s 2019 
garbage contracts.

The pilot enables residents to drop off 
glass items at a CAP Glass-owned facility 
on 21 Furnace St. Ext. on weekdays.

Intermodal lull
Two years after CSX Transportation 

opened its state-of-the-art intermodal 
terminal in McKees Rocks in September 
2017, the facility was operating far below 
full capacity, raising questions over larger 
development plans tied to the facility.

A lull in the intermodal market, as well 
as a large consolidation operation within 
CSX, are factors playing into the facility’s 
low performance. 

Developer Craig Rippole, who sold a 
portion of land to CSX and is hoping to sell 
a number of adjacent parcels, interprets 

current conditions as temporary and 
anticipates a bright future for the area.

Moon -vs- Schreiber
A hearing called to determine the 

responsible party in an eight-year lawsuit 
between Moon Township and resident Paul 
Schreiber was deferred after Schreiber fi led 
a motion calling for the removal of the 
judge who settled the case.

The lawsuit began when Schreiber was 
cited by the township for grading his back 
yard without a permit in 2011. Allegheny 
County Common Pleas Judge Don Walko 
delivered a verdict against Schreiber in 
June 2019.

Walko dismissed Schreiber’s motion to 
recuse him from the case and set a new 
trial in a session held Sept. 23. Schreiber 
appealed the verdict which was then passed 
on to the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania.

Receipts showed the township’s expenses 
exceeded $140,000 by August 2019.

Sheraden church
Weeks after losing their building to a 

devastating fi re Sept. 9, the parishioners 
of Sheraden United Methodist Church ex-
pressed their commitment to rebuilding.

The community of worshipers said the 
church’s centrality to the underserved com-
munity of Sheraden was the major factor be-
hind their need to retain a physical presence 
there. The church council began distribut-
ing fl yers to incorporate the community’s 
input into the plans and set up a donation 
fund to assist with the rebuild costs.

Sheraden Park
A series of public sessions for engaging 

the community in plans to redevelop 
Sheraden Park got underway Sept. 25.

Identifi ed by the City of Pittsburgh’s 
planning department as one of fi ve city-
wide “signature parks,” Sheraden Park is 
the target of a major overhaul in the coming 
years. 

Plans to annex a large parcel of 
undeveloped land alongside the Chartiers 
Creek and provide for pedestrian access to 
McKees Rocks have been discussed as key 
objectives.

OCTOBER

Power lines
During a public hearing Oct. 9, more than 

20 affected residents gave statements pro-
testing plans by Duquesne Light to upgrade 
its power line network between Brunot Is-
land and Crescent Township.

Duquesne Light’s proposal involves re-
placing the current lattice towers with taller 
but narrower monopoles and upgrading the 
line’s carrying capacity. Residents primari-
ly spoke out against the potential for falling 
housing prices and possible health concerns 
caused by the new lines.

The hearing was held by the Pennsylva-
nia Utility Commission, which regulates 
utility companies across the state.

SEE, REVIEW, PAGE 7

Sheraden United Methodist Church experienced a devastating fi re Sept. 9, 2019 causing 
the parishioners to fi nd ways to rebuild. 

‘Milkdud’
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WPIAL loss and local elections close out end of the year
REVIEW, CONTINUED

Restaurant demolition
After 53 years in McKees Rocks, Eat’n 

Park was torn down Oct. 18 to make room 
for a two-story offi ce building intended as 
the new headquarters for the Allegheny 
County Housing Authority.

The restaurant closed its doors in June, 
shortly after the borough passed a land 
development plan approving the offi ce 
building. Efforts between the landlord, 
Trinity Commercial Development, and 
Eat’n Park management to relocate within 
the community ultimately fell through.

Hulu documentary
Producers from Hulu got to work Oct. 2 

on a documentary that will highlight Gazette 
2.0 Publisher Sonny Jani’s friendship with 
former Pittsburgh Steeler Mike Webster 
and the landmark lawsuit against the NFL 
which followed.

The Man in the Middle, slated for a 2020 
release, will be told from the perspective 
of Jani, who befriended Webster while 
the former center was suffering from a 
condition known as chronic traumatic 
encephalopathy (CTE) after his retirement 
from professional football. Jani later 
represented the Webster estate in a lawsuit 
that compelled the NFL to back-pay 
disability benefi ts totaling close to $2 
million.

NOVEMBER

Crivelli Chevrolet
The closure of Jim Crivelli Chevrolet 

in McKees Rocks on Nov. 17 released a 
stream of memories for the many residents 
who bought cars there during its nearly 65 
years in the community.

A statement issued two weeks prior cited 
changes in the industry and competition 
from larger dealerships among its reasons 
for closing.

Phone ban
A motion passed by the Sto-Rox school 

board Oct. 24 to enforce a total ban on cell 
phone usage during school hours became 
a source of division for parents and school 
directors.

School offi cials argued that policy 
change was a necessary step for tackling 
concentration and behavioral issues related 
to cell phone use. Parents and a school 
board minority opposed to the move 
argued cell phones play a legitimate role 
in enabling parents and students to stay 
in communication during school hours, 
particularly in emergency situations.

WPIAL loss
A phenomenal season for the Sto-Rox 

Vikings ended in a crushing defeat at the 
hands of the Clairton Bears during the 
WPIAL Championship on Nov. 14.

The Vikings racked up 10 wins in an 
11-game season before losing to reigning 
champions Clairton at Heinz Field.

Amusement taxes
The McKees Rocks Council fell into a 

furious debate over the status and benefi ts of 

an amusement tax dating back to 1974 after 
one councilmember suggested overturning 
the ordinance during the borough’s Nov. 12 
business meeting.

The issue came to the forefront following 
the opening of the Roxian Theatre – one of 
two new music venues to open in McKees 
Rocks this year – which has not paid tax on 
ticket sales since opening in May.

Councilwoman Liz Delgado, who called 
for the elimination of the ordinance, pointed 
to meeting minutes from 2018, where the 
borough’s legal counsel noted the tax had 
not been enforced in many years.

Delgado’s comments drew a furious 
response from a number of other offi cials, 
including the mayor and the elected tax 
collector, who stressed their support for 
collecting taxes against the new theater.

Local election
A testy election season for the McKees 

Rocks third ward drew to an end Nov. 5 
with all elected council members vowing to 
put the past behind and work for the good 
of the community.

Supported by the council’s majority, 
newcomers Archie Brinza and Chas Maritz 
said they would vote independently and 
work with everyone on council. 

Liz Delgado, who has been a vocal 
critic of the majority’s agenda, said she 
would continue to push her vision during 
her second term while remaining open to 
working with all councilmembers.

Outgoing councilmembers Shallegra 

Moye — who narrowly missed re-election 
— and Maribeth Taylor — who stepped 
down after 12 years on council – both 
said they want to remain involved in the 
community after fi nishing up their terms.

Teacher grievance
The president of the Sto-Rox Education 

Association fi led a grievance Nov. 7 stating 
teachers and support staff had been the 
victim of increasing incidents of student 
violence.

During an education committee meeting, 
Union president Ben Engelhard delivered 
a statement before the school board and 
administration claiming more than 18 
teachers and support staff had injured by 
students since the beginning of the school 
year.

Superintendent Frank Dalmas and Board 
President Samantha Levitzki-Wright said 
the district was taking steps to address 
student behavioral issues and stressed the 
need for community-wide involvement.

Athletics center
The great-grandson of Josh Gibson, 

Homestead Grays and Pittsburgh Crawfords 
baseball legend questioned the motives 
behind McKees Rocks Council President 
Paul Krisby’s rejection of his plans to build 
a community athletics center on borough-
owned property shortly after Krisby held a 
private meeting to discuss the issue at his 
convenience store. 

Sean Gibson had met with Krisby and 

other borough offi cials several times 
between July and November and believed 
he had their full support to build the center 
on Rangers Field in the Bottoms. 

During the meeting at Krisby’s store, 
a resident and a local developer voiced 
objections to the project but Gibson said 
he believed they were resolved by the 
end. Krisby called Gibson’s architect the 
following day to tell him the project could 
not go ahead because the intended site is a 
designated green space.

Responding to public backlash, Krisby 
later said he washed his hands of the 
proposal, calling on his council colleagues 
to take up the baton and work with Gibson.

Moon superintendent
A fl yer stoking concern over how the 

district will go about hiring a replacement 
for outgoing superintendent Maureen 
Ungarean drew a number of residents to the 
Nov. 18 Moon Area school board meeting.

The fl yer’s author, Moon resident 
Ron Tarquinio, criticized the board for 
considering fi lling the vacancy with an 
internal candidate rather than conducting a 
state-wide search. 

Directors hit back at Tarquinio, claiming 
the district’s inability to land a long-term 
superintendent pointed to a broken system 
with the hiring process that should be 
evaluated before repeating. 

Cat cruelty
No culprits were immediately found after 

a cat was found burned to death in the oven 
of its Stowe owner in the early hours of 
Nov. 17.

The cat’s owner reported the case to the 
police, according to Chief Matt Preininger, 
who indicated the investigation was 
stymied by a lack of witnesses. The caller 
could not be reached for comment.

DECEMBER

Drinking water
Responding to reports of high chemical 

content in the municipal drinking water, 
Coraopolis Water Authority (CWA) released 
its own statement Dec. 9 attempting to 
lower resident concern.

Acknowledging high PFAS — a group of 
chemicals believed to pose a health risk – 
levels, the statement assured the Coraopolis 
water supply remained safe to drink.

The CWA has since announced plans 
to conduct further testing and incorporate 
additional steps for combating PFAS 
contamination in existing plans to overhaul 
the town’s water supply system.

Convenience store
Crafton council unanimously voted down 

a proposal to build a GetGo convenience 
center on a fi ve-acre tract jointly owned by 
the borough and Carlynton School District, 
during a public hearing Dec. 9.

The school board approved a $3.5 million 
sales contract during an earlier meeting, 
however, councilmembers blocked the 
move, saying a convenience store would 
not align well with the town’s vision for 
development. The meeting was attended by 
more than 50 residents.

After a great season, the Sto-Rox Vikings met a sad loss Nov. 14 at the WPIAL Championship 
against the Clairton Bears.

McKees Rocks said goodbye to Eat’n Park Oct. 18 when the former restaurant site was torn 
down to make space for a new offi ce building.
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Steelers legend with Kennedy, Stowe ties makes NFL 100 All-Time Team
BY J. HOGAN

Steelers legend, and NFL Hall of Famer, 
Mike Webster, who spent parts of the last 
years of his life residing in Kennedy and 
Stowe, has been named to the NFL’s 100 
All-Time Team.

Webster, picked by the Steelers in the 
5th round of the 1974 draft, was seen as 
an undersized player with limited potential 
by most teams. He went on to be widely 
regarded as the best center to ever strap on 
the pads.

“Mike wasn’t tall enough, he didn’t 
weigh enough, but the thing he had that 
made the difference was he had great 
playing strength,” late Hall of Fame Coach 
Chuck Noll said. “You could see it on the 
fi eld. He would come off the ball with great 
quickness.” 

“I can remember having some fi lms of 
him against I think it was UCLA, which had 
these huge, huge tackles. He just destroyed 
them.”

Webster - nicknamed “Iron Mike” - may 
have been physically smaller, but he is 
credited with starting the trend of modern 
strength training along with his fellow 

offensive lineman Jon Kolb. 
Weightlifting and power training has 

advanced much since their day, but it 
was their sweaty year-round example in 
the weight room that challenged both the 
offensive and defensive lines of the Steelers 
to shove steel until they outclassed every 
team in the league, winning four Super 
Bowls together.

Webster is also remembered as one of 
the fi rst known casualties of the game. His 
body took a beating over the years, and so 
did his brain. 

Doctors liken the clashing at the line of 
scrimmage to several car collisions worth 
of impact each game, and at one point  
Webster started 150 straight games, playing 
over 200 games in 15 years before retiring. 

His broken body and damaged brain 
resulted in painful physical and personal 
issues. 

Within a short time after his induction 
into the NFL Hall of Fame, Iron Mike was 

living in his pickup truck. 
Webster ended up residing in Kennedy 

Township, and later Stowe, when his 
situation was brought to the attention of 
local businessman Sonny Jani, who owned 
a sports memorabilia shop in those days. 

After seeing Webster’s condition and 
circumstances, Jani invited Webster to 
move into his home and began petitioning 
the NFL for help to get him care. 

The NFL was reluctant at that point 
to get involved, fearing liability issues 
with admitting that the sport had caused 
Webster’s troubles, which resulted in 
Jani suing the NFL and its pension fund 
on behalf of Webster and his family, and 
ultimately winning the case before the 
federal Supreme Court.

Webster and Jani became good friends, 
and his family benefi ted from the suit… but 
Webster himself didn’t. 

He died in 1999 at the age of 50 while the 
case was under appeal.

Dignified Cremation and 
Funerals at a reasonable price

Just Cremation - $875
Package consists of: Basic Services of Funeral
Director and staff, Transfer of the remains to the funeral 
home (Within 25 Miles), Casket Coach, Temporary 
Container for the Cremains, Crematory Fee, Medical 
Examiner Fee

This Package does not include: Viewing or

Visitation.

Just Cremation followed by
Memorial Service - $1,275

Package consists of: Basic Services of Funeral
Director and staff, Transfer of the remains to the 
funeral home (Within 25 Miles), Casket Coach, 
2 Hour Memorial at the funeral home, Flower 
Disposition, Memorial Package, Crematory Fee, 
Medical Examiner Fee
This Package does not include: Urn, Outer Burial 
Container, or cash advance items.

Two Hour Viewing followed by
Cremation - $2,600

Two Hours of receiving family and friends with the funeral 
service on the same day.
Package consists of: Basic Services of Funeral
Director and staff, Embalming, Other preperations 
of the remains, 2 hours of visitation/viewing, Funeral 
Service, Transfer of the remains to the funeral home 
(Within 25 Miles), Casket Coach, Flower disposition, 
Memorial Package, Rental Casket, Crematory Fee, 
Medical Examiner Fee.
This Package does not include: Urn, Outer Burial 
Container, or cash advance items.

Traditional Viewing  followed by
Cremation - $3,000

One Day of receiving family and friends with the funeral 
service on the same day.
Package consists of: Basic Services of Funeral Director 
and staff, Embalming, Other preperations of the remains, 
One day of visitation/viewing, Funeral Service, Transfer 
of the remains to the funeral home (Within 25 Miles), 
Casket Coach, Flower disposition, Memorial Package, 
Rental Casket, Crematory Fee, Medical Examiner Fee.
This Package does not include: Urn, Outer Burial 
Container, or cash advance items.
Services the following day at the funeral - $3,400
Services the following day at a local church - $3,800

412-331-9713
238 Helen Street

McKees Rocks, PA 15136

www.szalfuneralhome.com

W. MAYS
Masonry Concrete

Specializing in Masonry & Concrete Repair

Free Estimates 412-512-7515
2502 Glasgow Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15204

McKees Rocks Area

• Individual Therapy
• Family Counseling

• Adolescent Counseling
• Couples Therapy
• Psychiatric Care

We specialize in the treatment of: Anxiety Disorders, Mood 
Disorders, Self-Esteem Issues, Bi-Polar Disorder, Depressive 
Disorders, Grief and Loss Issues, Issue related  to substance abuse

Call today to schedule an appointment:

(412) 922-4300

Mike Webster was recently named to the 
NFL’s 100 All-Time Team.
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New year heralds in new appointments, changed leadership
REORGANIZATION, CONTINUED

to relocate to North Carolina and 
councilmembers Alice Glaser and Marsha 
Damits chose not to seek re-election.

New council members Edward R. Alo, 
Roy A. Niemann Jr. and Anthony Saba, 
along with incumbent Coletta Perry, were 
sworn in at the beginning of the meeting, 
and got immediately to work, choosing the 
council leadership for 2020.  

In a vote of fi ve to two, Phillip Levasseur 
was named president of council, with 
council members Alo, Niemann, Saba, 
Brad Crouse and Levasseur voting in favor. 
Perry, who was the previous president, 
and Fred Amendola, the previous vice-
president, voted against.

Voting fell along the same lines for new 

council Vice-President Alo and President 
Pro-tem Crouse.

—Cindy Alexander

Coraopolis

Current Councilmembers Robb 
Cardimen, David Pendel, Ed Pitassi, 
Chad Kraynyk and new Councilmembers 
Lucinda Wade and George Mihalyi were 
sworn in prior to the start of the Jan. 6 
meeting by new District Justice Michele 
Santicola. 

Cardimen was reappointed council 
president and David Pendel was reappointed 
vice president. 

Council also approved retaining Borough 
Solicitor, Richard Start of Amato, Start and 
Associates; Borough Engineers, Lennon 

Smith Souleret Engineering; and Borough 
Auditor, Mark Turnley, C.P.A. 

Ingram

Ingram council met Jan. 6 for both the 
reorganization and the regular monthly 
meeting.

At the reorganization, newly elected 
council members Samantha Wilfert, Rick 
Smith, Greg Butler and Peter Fiset were 
sworn in by District Magistrate Jack 
Kobistek. 

Sam Nucci, who was elected to an 11th 
two-year term, is council president and 
Karen Dixon was elected vice president. 

It was announced that even though there 
has been no tax increase the borough was 
able to transfer $132,000 at the end of 

2019 to capital improvement accounts for 
future programs and purchases and that the 
borough remains debt-free.

McKees Rocks

During its reorganization meeting Jan. 
6, the McKees Rocks council welcomed 
newcomers Chas Maritz and Archie Brinza 
as representatives for the third ward, while 
Craig Myers and Liz Delgado were sworn 
in for new terms representing the fi rst ward 
and third ward respectively.

Paul Krisby was reappointed as council 
president by his peers. Kathy Evich was 
reappointed vice president. Nominations 
by Delgado to nominate Sarah Harvey 
for president, then vice president, were 
unsuccessful.

Find the right products for your project at your local True Value®.

Phone: 412-771-6260 
Website: truevalue.com/kenmawrtruevalue

Kenmawr Plaza True Value, 512 Pine Hollow Road,
Kenmawr Plaza Shopping Center, Kennedy Twp., PA 15136 

BARGAINS OF THE MONTH
19.99

Alpo® 47 lb. 
Dog Food
100% complete and 
balanced nutrition with 
a big meaty taste dogs 
love.
H 161 096 1

Sale ends 
JANUARY 31, 2020

While supplies last.

Photo courtesy Kennedy Township
Kennedy Township Commissioners Chris DiNardo, Susan Butya and Donald Morrow being 
sworn in on Jan. 6.

Photo by Jamie Wiggan
Councilmembers Chas Maritz, Liz Delgado, Craig Myers, Archie Brinza are sworn into offi ce 
by Magisterial Judge Bruce Boni on Jan. 6.

Bring Quality to the Table with these Great Specials • Valid 1/16/20 • 1/22/20

• Raw Turkey Breast, 4  - 7 lb. $1.99 lb.
• IQF Party Wings $1.99 lb.
• Long Island Ducklings  $4.99 lb.
• Homemade Chicken Hot Sausage $3.49 lb.
• Boneless Chicken Thighs  $2.19 lb.
• Stewing Chickens for Soup $2.39 lb.
• Homemade Oven Ready Turkey 
          Meatloaves $3.49 lb.
• Stu� ed Chicken Legs $1.99 lb.
• Flank Steaks $7.99 lb.
• Course Ground Chuck for 
          Chili $4.49 lb. 
• Short Ribs of Beef $4.89
• Beef Strips for Strogano�  $4.89 lb.
• Mozzarella Stu� ed Boneless 
          Pork Chops $2.99 lb.
• Bulk Hot or Sweet 
          Sausage, Great in Lasagna $2.99 lb.
• Smoked Ham Shanks $2.89 lb.
• Smoked Pork Neck Loins $2.89 lb.
• Tuna Steak $4.29 ea.
• Swai FIllets $3.99 lb.
• Catfi sh Nuggets $3.99 lb. 
• Breaded Shrimp $6.99 lb.
• Lobster $10.99 ea.
• Silver Star Cooked Salami $2.99 lb.

Sara Lee Bu� alo Chicken 
Breast $5.99 lb.

• Hormel Cooked Ham $2.49 lb.
• Margarita Style Sliced Sandwich 
• Pepperoni $3.99 lb.
• Brick or Muenster Cheese $3.99 lb.
• Deviled Crabs or Maryland 
          Crab Cakes $1.59 ea.
• Homemade Hoagies on Fresh 
          Mancini Bun  $3.99 ea.
• Beef Hindquarters, 180 # Avg. Yields Tbone 

Steaks, Porterhouse Steaks, Sirloin Steaks, 
          Rump Roast, Sirloin Tip Roast, Flank Steak, 
          London Broil, Chipped Steaks, Eye of 
          Round Roast, Stew Beef; Cut and Freezer                                                 
          Wrapped to Order $2.99 lb.

Since 1955
Tom Friday’s Market

Choice and Prime Meats
Groceries  l  Produce
Daily Home Delivery!
New Hours:M-W-F: 8-6  
T-Th-Sat: 8-5

412-766-4500
3639 California Ave.  
Pittsburgh, PA
www.tomfridaysmarket.com

US Choice Certifi ed Angus, 
Boneless Chicken Roast

$4.89 lb.

Lean Meaty 
Pork Steaks
$1.89 lb.

USDA Choice Certifi ed Angus
T-bone or Porterhouse Steaks

$8.99 lb.

5 lb. Bag Fresh All Natural

Chicken Drumsticks or Thighs

$5.00 for 5 lb.

USDA Choice Whole Strip Loins 
Low Price, 10# avg., Cut into strip steaks free!

$5.99 lb.

9.99
3M® Filtrete® 
Allergen 
Defense Filters
1 in. thick. Choose 16 x 
20 in., 16 x 25 in., 20 x 
20 in., 20 x 25 in. 
Other sizes available.
F 395 830, 913; 396 143, 
291 F6

49.99
30,000 BTU 
Tank Top 
Propane Heater
Variable control for 
18,000 - 26,000 - 
30,000 BTUs. Burner 
heads swivel. Propane 
tank not included.
T 225 383 4

5.99
YOUR CHOICE
Sterilite® 18 
gal. Tote measures
23 1/2 L x 18 3/8 W x 16 
1/8 H in. Choose melon, 
blue or hazelwood.
W 252 833, 121, 123 F8

11.99
YOUR CHOICE
Duracell® 16 
pk. AA or AAA 
Batteries
Duralock Power PreserveTM 
technology keeps batteries 

fresh for 10 years.
E 137 963, 962 B12
8 pk. C and D or 4 pk. 9V 
Alkaline Batteries, 12.99
E 850 605, 633, 674 B12

4.99
YOUR CHOICE
True Value® 10 
lb. Black Oil 
Sunflower Bird 
Seed L 106 118 1
20 lb. Wild Bird Food
L 501 272 1

2/$7
YOUR CHOICE
Great Stu§ ® 12 
oz. Gaps & Cracks 
Foam Sealant
P 806 638 B12
Fills holes up to 1 in.
12. oz. Big Gap Foam 
Sealant Seals gaps 
larger than 1 in.
P 717 355 B12

9.99
YOUR CHOICE
GE® 4 pk. LED 
Bulbs
Choose soft white or 
daylight in 40W or 
60W incandescent 
equivalent. Dimmable. 
15,000 hours rated life.
E 248 667, 668, 671, 
672 B6
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Walk in or make an appointment 
at an o�  ce near you today.
731 BROADWAY,   MCKEES ROCKS   412-331-1040
936 5TH AVE, 1ST FLOOR   CORAOPOLIS   412-269-1030

This is an optional tax refund-related loan from Axos Bank®, Member FDIC; it is not your tax refund. Loans are o� ered in amounts 
of $250, $500, $750, $1,250 or $3,500. Approval and loan amount based on expected refund amount, ID verifi cation, eligibility 
criteria, and underwriting. If approved, funds will be loaded on a prepaid card and the loan amount will be deducted from your tax 
refund, reducing the amount paid directly to you. Tax returns may be e-fi led without applying for this loan. Fees for other optional 
products or product features may apply. Limited time o� er. Available at participating locations. Not o� ered in Puerto Rico. HRB 
Maine License No. FRA2. OBTP#B13696 See hrblock.com/refundadvance for details. ©2019 HRB Tax Group, Inc.

You could get a

Refund
Advance up to

$3,500
within minutes of fi ling.

No interest.
No loan fees.    Jan. 4 - Feb. 29

$3,500$3,500$3,500$3,500$3,500$3,500

Opinion
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A beautiful thing happens when that fog starts to lift
Sometimes the most random 

circumstances help shape your perspective 
and bring life into focus. 

This past Christmas, I went to 
Resurrection Cemetery near the airport to 
visit my parents and other family members’ 
graves. We’ve had all kinds of weather on 
Christmas in the past, but I couldn’t recall 
one quite as foggy. 

It was one of those unique moments in life 
where you’re aware of your surroundings 
but feel like you’re in a story or movie of 
some sort. 

As I made my way to each of my loved 
one’s graves, I paused and asked them to 
keep blessing me and the rest of my family. 
After paying my respects, I began to 
slowly retreat to my car. As is my custom, 
I stopped to bow my head and refl ect on 
all the love and grace those beautiful souls 
have instilled in me and my family. 

They may no longer be living, but they 
are ALIVE. 

It’s at that moment where the calmness 
and serenity of life is at its fi nest. With 
my eyes closed, I was enjoying that inner 
peace.   

At the same time, I could hear the dew 
dancing on the leaves below, singing its 
own little song of peace and harmony. 
Just then and seemingly out of nowhere, I 
hear the sound of a Southwest Airlines jet 
escalating through the foggy clouds above 
me. 

On a lot of other days, I think the noise 
of that plane may have startled me a bit, 
but in that moment, at that time, as my eyes 
focused on the airplane breaking through 
the clouds and off to its destination, it 
served as one of life’s little reminders that 
when you have calmness and peace in your 
life then the outside noises and fog are only 
temporary distractions. 

As the aircraft disappeared out of sound 
and sight, I took a quick look around the 

I had a rough year 
in many aspects but 
as long as I had the 
abundance of health 
and I was surrounded 
by the calming 
infl uences of family 
and friends, I was 
going to be OK.
cemetery and realized I was the only person 
in sight. 

As I surveyed the landscape further 
though, I noticed two turkeys casually 
walking in the distance. 

I laughed to myself when I saw them, 
thinking the universe had a funny way of 
saying I’m not the only turkey in the place. 
Rather curious though, when I got back 
to my car I Googled the signifi cance of 
turkeys and lo and behold, they represent 

an abundance of spiritual, emotional and 
physical nourishment. To cap off this little 
Hallmark movie, as I start the car to leave, 
the very fi rst song playing on the radio is 

“Have Yourself A Merry Little Christmas” 
by The Carpenters.   

“Have yourself a merry little Christmas. 
Let your heart be light. From now on our 
troubles will be out of sight.” So, as the fog 
was lifting, so were my spirits.

I had a rough year in many aspects but as 
long as I had the abundance of health and I 
was surrounded by the calming infl uences 
of family and friends, I was going to be OK. 
The peace I searched all year for suddenly 
made its presence well known at the most 
opportune time. 

It was at that strange intersection of all 
those random events stringing together that 
my mind suddenly became clear and as 
Christmas ends and a New Year has begun, 
the timing of those events was exactly what 
I needed heading into another year. 

A beautiful thing happens when that fog 
starts to lift. Your vision becomes clearer 
and you can focus on all those things that 
matter to you.

True leaders are not a dime a dozen
Gazette 2.0 recently asked the community 

to nominate someone for our 2019 Person 
of the Year Award. 

The person of the year must be someone 
who exemplifi es good leadership and strong 
ties to helping the community.  

But what qualities defi ne a good leader? 
A good leader or role model is someone 

who exhibits a fair nature, open-mindedness, 
integrity and taking action against the 
problems that face their communities. 

These are all qualities that the best leaders 
in history have possessed. 

We asked and you answered. 
The top pick for the 2019 title is McKees 

Rocks Councilwoman Sarah Harvey with 
more than 50% of the nominations received 
going to her.

Voters cited examples of Harvey’s 
dedication to the community and going 
above and beyond in her position as a 
councilmember, as well as her volunteer

Frequently seen 
picking up litter 
and encouraging 
others to address the 
beautifi cation of the 
town on social media, 
she inspires folks to 
see their surroundings 
with new eyes. 
work around the community. 

Harvey is known for her passion for her 
town, showing up for nearly every event 
and truly getting her hands dirty. Like all 
small business owners, Harvey has to put in 
hard work and wear many hats to keep her 
cleaning company afl oat. 

Elected to council in 2017, her voice 

is often questioning the status quo and 
challenging others to adopt a broader, richer 
vision for moving McKees Rocks forward. 

Frequently seen picking up litter 
and encouraging others to address the 
beautifi cation of the town on social media, 
she inspires folks to see their surroundings 
with new eyes.  

Sadly, there are fewer gregarious and 
energetic folks like Harvey than would 
benefi t society. 

Truly selfl ess leaders who care as strongly 
about the wellbeing of others as their own 
move the ball forward in ways that improve 
the quality of life for everyone and don’t 
care whether or not everyone knows of 
their accomplishments. They don’t need the 
credit or care who gets it.

Harvey exemplifi es those virtues.
On the other hand, there are people who 

only care about the credit and advancing 
self-serving goals. We all know people like 
this in positions of power. 

They care about their self-image and 
ensuring that those folks enabling their lot 

benefi t alongside them.  
They are the plagues of society, 

engendering the us versus them mentality 
that ensures so many folks remain left out. 
They don’t care about the well-being of the 
people. They care about status, money and 
control.

Unfortunately, this lot IS a dime a dozen.
A lot of these people are in government 

positions, big and small. Others run 
organizations that were born of altruistic 
vision, but have led them to pointedly 
selfi sh ways.   

All communities do better with a 
comprehensive vision implemented by 
leaders whose investment will fl ourish and 
inspire, ultimately providing growth in the 
right direction.   

When these true leaders appear, we need 
to support them on their journey. And we 
need to call out those who would rather 
just show up and smile for the camera than 
go behind the scenes and actually speak to 
people.  

Keep up the great work, Sarah!

EDITORIAL                             

Opinion 412-652-5875

DIVERSIONS WITH DAVE      

SPADAFORA
Custom 

Concrete Inc.

Harry Spadafora
412-728-0527

REMARKABLE AUTO WORKS
Collision Repair / Welding & Fabrication / 

Service / Towing Insurance Estimates

MARK TRANTER
Owner

p: (412) 458-0123
f: (412) 458-5558

515 Broadway Ave.
McKees Rocks, PA 15136

 email: mark@remarkableautoworks.com
web: www.remarkableautoworks.com

Dis-n-Dat Family � ri� 
Yesterday and today’s fashions being loved again!

Monday - Saturday: 9 to 7

Sunday: Closed

720 Broadway Avenue, 
McKees Rocks, PA 15136

724-307-5488
Find us on Facebook, 
Instagram & Twitter
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The U.S. census: Much more than a headcount
BY REP. ANITA KULIK

I offer you and yours best wishes for the 
new year! 

The Pennsylvania House of 
Representatives is back in session for the 
new year. 

On the morning of Jan. 13, a census 
rally was held in the main rotunda of the 
capitol, with the purpose of encouraging all 
Pennsylvanians to participate in the U.S. 
census. 

Article 1, Section 2 of the U.S. 
Constitution mandates the taking of a 
census every ten years. 

There are many reasons why the census 
is important, as it is far more than head 
counting. 

The information gathered has 
implications for all of us personally and for 
the communities in which we live. 

On a national level, the federal 
government uses census information to 

determine the allocation of federal funds 
for community services and programs. The 
information is also used to determine the 
number of seats each state will have in the 
U.S. House of Representatives, as well as 
the number of electoral votes a state will 
have in presidential elections. 

On a state level, the population census 
count is used to aid in redistricting 

seats in the State Senate and House of 
Representatives. 

It further aids in tracking living trends, 
funding and other things that affect us. 

National Census Day is April 1, 2020. 
Citizens will have the option to use the 
traditional paper forms or give answers by 
phone or online. 

All information you give for the census 
is strictly private and confi dential by law. 

So much of the information gathered 
from the census has a great impact on our 
lives and communities. 

We should welcome the opportunity this 
year to participate. 

Alina’s Law
By the time you read this, we will have 

had our special rally in the capitol building, 
to seek support for Alina’s Law. 

As many of you know, Alina Sheykhet 
was a Montour graduate and died at the 

hands of her former boyfriend. 
While Alina had obtained a protection 

from abuse order against him, he still came 
to her residence and killed her. 

Alina’s family arranged for a bus fi lled 
with supporters, to attend this rally, and 
many other advocates, such as Colleen 
Bowers, who lost her daughter Melissa to 
domestic violence, also came to be part of 
this effort. 

Alina’s Law is designed to add a measure 
of safety by allowing a judge the discretion 
to require electronic monitoring of those 
against whom a PFA order has been 
entered. In this manner, a victim may have 
some warning and ability to defend herself 
or himself. 

I would also like to remind you about 
a domestic violence seminar that I will 
be hosting on Jan. 23, at the St. Malachy 
gymnasium of Archangel Gabriel Parish. I 
hope you will consider attending. 

SocialSocialSocialSocial
Service Industry Night

EVERY SUNDAY, 20% OFF 
DRINKS, 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Rockslanding Bar & Grille,

506 Chartiers Ave, McKees Rocks, PA 15136

(412) 328-5446
We will pick you up (groups of 6 or more) 
within 5 miles of bar. Free admission to LAST 
SET Smooth Jazz Show.

Front Retail Counter
Prepared Foods

Closed Sundays — No evenings — No holidays
Must be available on Saturday.

WILLING TO TRAIN!
Great hours - Friendly people

No calls! Apply in store. 
500 Pine Hollow Rd, McKees Rocks, PA 15136

“It’s What Pittsburgh Eats!”

HARRISBURG UPDATE         

Tomei’s Towing Service
• HEAVY TOWING SPECIALISTS

• LOCAL-LONG DISTANCE
• TILTBED & WHEELIFT SERVICE

1369 Island Avenue    McKees Rocks, PA 15136

(412) 331-8484 
IF NO ANSWER

(412) 771-3554 BERNIE
(412) 771-8680 IAN

Concrete 
Work

ALLEGHENY CONCRETE driveways, 
sidewalks, patios, steps, exposed aggregate. 
Retaining walls. Insured. References.
Call 412-583-3895 or 412-519-6166

PA077736

Concrete 



  PITTSBURGH WESTSIDE NEWS - GAZETTE 2.0  o  January 14, 2020 o Page 13OPINION ■Page 12   o   PITTSBURGH WESTSIDE NEWS - GAZETTE 2.0   o  January 14, 2020

Gazette 2.0 asks: ‘Who has been the most infl uential person in your life, and why?’

“My dad. He is the best 
guy I know. He raised 
everyone in my family 
to be good people.”

—Nick White, 
Robinson

“My mom. She 
always taught me that 
whatever is going on 
in your life, be kind to 
people.”

—Tina Schranz, 
Crescent 

“My dad. He showed 
the value of hard work 
and taking care of 
family, neighbors and 
community.”

—Ralph Krobot, 
Stowe

“I’d say both my mom 
and dad, because I was 
one of 10 kids. Both 
had to work hard to 
provide for all of us.”

—Frank Dixon, 
Moon

“My dad. He was a 
good, hardworking 
man and a man of 
God.”

—Reid Richter, 
Windgap

TOWN TALK                       

McKees Rocks 
Industrial Enterprise

MRIE serves as both an industrial park and terminal facility, and has 
been in the material handling business for over 30 years. 

MRIE o§ ers complete intermodal 
transloading and storage services 
for steel products, scrap, dry bulk 
and a variety of other commodities.

We store and distribute bulk materials, steel 
products, and packaged goods throughout the 
Northeast, Mid Atlantic, and Canada.

BAYER STOCKHOLDERS ALERT
for information contact:

Attorney Al Yates at   (412) 391-5164 
email: yateslaw@aol.com

Open 5 am 
to 

10 pm Daily
601 Woodward Avenue, McKees Rocks, 

PA 15136 | 412-331-2291

$1 o�  a Dipping Spice 
with any bread purchase.

TUESDAYS ONLY. OTHER REGULAR RESTRICTIONS APPLY.

Coupon Expiration Date: Jan. 31, 2020. Not good on holiday weeks. 
McKees Rocks store only. While supplies last. One per customer per day.



  PITTSBURGH WESTSIDE NEWS - GAZETTE 2.0  o  January 14, 2020 o Page 15FEATURES ■

Page 14   o   PITTSBURGH WESTSIDE NEWS - GAZETTE 2.0   o  January 14, 2020 ■ OPINION

Features
Just what are we gathering and is it worth the gain?

George Carlin had a funny long comedy 
riff about “stuff.” 

How we collect stuff and save stuff and 
when we run out of space for our stuff we 
rent storage units to hold more stuff. We 
found it funny because it hits home for so 
many people.

Depression Era folks were famous 
for keeping every little thing that might 
possibly come in handy. 

When my grandmother, Genevieve 
Brickler, died more than 20 years ago, 
she had a ball of Jenny Lee box string we 
could have wrapped her house with. That 
generation kept stuff because they’d truly 
gone without, and knew that day might 
come again.

The Boomer generation gathered stuff, 
too. Some of it was cool stuff. Baseball 
cards and bottle caps, old hand tools and, 
for the wealthier collectors, classic cars. 

Then there are the hoarders. They collect, 

well, anything. They don’t have a foot of 
space in their place, but see a discarded 
chest of drawers out for the trashman and 
want to strap it to the car roof, take it home 
and stack it on the pile.

Interviews with seasoned citizens in their 
waning years rarely fi nd more than a few 
objects that old folks truly cherish. 

They cherish their childhood memories 
of playing ball in the empty lot with friends, 

They live humbly, even as 
they do OK fi nancially, in 
order to experience the 
world. They may take 
their families to the 
beaches of the Outer 
Banks one summer and 
to New England the next.

family trips to the ocean in the summer, etc. 
Sometimes there’s a pair of bronzed baby 
shoes on the mantle, cherished not for what 
they are, but for the memories of a fi rst 
child’s fi rst steps.

Two couples I know, Al and Sue, and 
Jerry and Lori, are my favorite gatherers. 
They gather experiences. Big ones.

A few years ago they decided to forego 

chasing the “stuff” of life and chase the 
memories of it. 

They live humbly, even as they do OK 
fi nancially, in order to experience the 
world. They may take their families to the 
beaches of the Outer Banks one summer 
and to New England the next. In the fall, 
they might pool their resources and head 
for Thailand or Amsterdam. 

They’re on the go. Coming home with 
stories of Ireland or Costa Rica, stories 
they’ll be telling for decades, smiling as 
they remember the laughs and mishaps 
along the way. 

They’ll likely be telling the stories in 
rooms without a lot of new possessions, 
but I suspect they’ll be just fi ne if that’s the 
case. 

Rev. James Hogan is a native of 
Stowe Township and serves as pastor of 
Faithbridge Community Church in McKees 
Rocks

STO-ROX
Family Health Center

Part of the Sto-Rox Neighborhood Health Council, Inc.

Quality Care in Your Neighborhood Since 1971
710 Thompson Avenue, McKees Rocks, PA 15136

412-771-6462

Dr. Christopher 
Wyatt, MD

NOW OFFERING

Telepsychiatry Services 
with Dr. Christopher 
Wyatt at our McKees 

Rocks site.

Best Authentic Italian Restaurant in Pittsburgh

Dine-in • BYOB • Pick up • Fast, Free Delivery

Online Ordering: mamalenas2.com

412-875-5462
732 Broadway Avenue, McKees Rocks 

Buy a Spaghetti Dinner,
Get One Free

(Dine-In Only)
must show this coupon in person to receive deal

Mama Lena’s 
Italian Deli

Open for business!

647 Broadway 
Ave., Stowe.

Select a half pound of your 
choice of meat and cheeses 
to be stuffed between slices 
of Mancini’s bread.

GAINS & GLEANINGS         

Mike Thomas
Agent

1789 Pine Hollow Rd.
McKees Rocks, PA 15136
Bus 412 331 4400  Fax 412 331 9790
mike.thomas.I4t7@statefarm.com

For Emergency Road Service, call 877-627-5757.

PLACE AN AD HERE 

FOR ONLY $25.
(412) 652-5875



  PITTSBURGH WESTSIDE NEWS - GAZETTE 2.0  o  January 14, 2020 o Page 15FEATURES ■

Features 412-652-5875

History goes hand-in-hand with good eats at Stowe dinner
BY JAMIE WIGGAN

STAFF WRITER
When Sandy Saban of the McKees Rocks 

Historical Society came into Broadway 
Brunch with plans to use the stowe diner for 
promoting the story of the neighborhood, 
she discovered the family-owned eatery has 
its own story to tell.

Saban, the historical society’s president, 
and Broadway Brunch owner RJ Carrabbia 
were introduced earlier this year while 
working with other business-owners ahead 
of a community art and wine crawl launch. 
Saban was impressed with Carrabbia’s 
collection of old photographs and artifacts 
displayed throughout the diner, which 
she saw as an ideal spot to set up a small 
historical display.

“As a younger person he’s interested in 
the history which is great…and his patrons 
who come in, they like that, too,” she said.

Their conversation about the town’s past 
led Carrabbia to share his personal story of 
taking on his dad’s former business after a 
20-year interval under separate ownership.

“It’s a synchronicity kind of thing,” Saban 
said. “It’s kinda like the universe works in 
mysterious ways to get information out 
there.”

Carrabbia, who grew up in Stowe, 
studied business at Point Park University 
and worked as a music promoter before 
trying his hand as a restaurant owner. He 
credits his father, Ray, for showing him the 
ropes.

“My dad taught me how to do all this,” 
Carrabbia said.  “Without him none of this 
could have happened.”

In addition to his short stint as Broadway 
Brunch owner during the nineties, Ray 

Carrabbia, who grew 
up in Stowe, studied 
business at Point Park 
University and worked 
as a music promoter 
before trying his hand 
as a restaurant owner.

Carrabbia co-ran Andrea’s (now 
Hanlon’s) in Crafton for nearly 30 years 
and later helped spearhead local breakfast 
chain Freedom Square Diner. 

Throughout his teenage years, RJ 
Carrabbia worked in his dad’s restaurants, 
starting as a dishwasher and working up to 
the kitchen.

Ray Carrabbia sold Broadway Brunch 
— as it was called during his ownership 
— when his landlord told him he needed 
to buy the building to stay in operation. 
After passing through a number of hands, 
the diner was bought by Marge and Steve 
Erhard, who reopened it as Marge’s Place 
in the early 2000s.

RJ Carrabbia brought it back to the 
family when Marge Erhard passed away in 
2014.

For Carrabbia, reverting to Broadway 
Brunch was “a tribute to my Dad.”

“I didn’t even have to think twice about 
the name,” he said.

The Erhards’ daughter, Christine Zezza, 
still leads the front-of-house staff from 
Thursday through Sunday — the busiest 
stretch of the week.

After her step-mother Marge’s passing, 
Zezza said she was determined to honor her 
legacy by keeping the diner in operation.

“Marge worked hard to make this place a 
diner for the community,” she said. “…We 
wanted to sell it to someone who wanted to 
keep it a diner.”

Things started to align when Carrabbia, 
who Zezza knew from days he skipped 
school to eat at Marge’s, showed interest in 
buying the business.

“For everything that we both wanted, he 
was a perfect fi t,” she said. 

“…I was able to come here, I was able to 
come home.”

These days Ray Carrabbia is happy to 
stay out of the kitchen, but he drops in 
every day for his breakfast.

Renaming the diner Broadway Brunch 
was a nice gesture from a father to a son, 
Carrabbia said.

“I knew he was going to buy the place 
but I didn’t know he would keep the same 
name.”

BROADWAY BRUNCH                      

Broadway Brunch owner RJ Carrabbia 
prepares a to-go salad.

1 Choice Real Estate

Kennedy Twp.
$180,000

New Price
$89,000

McKees Rocks
$30,000

Gorgeous, split entry brick home 
located in the heart of Kennedy. 
New roof, new furnace, completely 
refinished hardwood floors. Main 
bath has been upgraded. Patio off 

the dining room and large 
gameroom. Must See, call 
George E. Lucas!

Lovely 2 bedroom, garden condo 
with a private patio off the living 
room. Laundry room down the hall 
from unit. Access to the swimming 
pool is thru the laundry 
room. Assigned parking. 
Call George E. Lucas!

Multi-unit. First floor is zoned for 
commercial use. New roof, electric, 
and plumbing. The second floor is 
a residential one-bedroom, with a 

separate entrance. Call 
George E. Lucas!

NOW HIRING Full or part-time. No up front money needed.
Good commission. Call George E. Lucas Today!

RESIDENTIAL INTEREST RATES CONTINUE TO BE VERY LOW. THIS IS A 
GREAT TIME TO BUY OR SELL. CALL ANY OF OUR EXPERIENCED AGENTS 
TO FIND THAT DREAM HOUSE OR SELL YOURS QUICKLY. CALL US TODAY!

George E. Lucas
Owner/Broker
Kennedy Township

Work With Our #1 Team
135 Connie Park Drive • Kennedy Twp. 

(412) 771-8400
TOLL FREE 1-888-893-4774 
To view all of our listings, visit 
www.1choicerealestate.com

OUR
41st

YEAR

#1 Choice Real Estate
Nice 3 bedroom, 2 bath, 2-story home. Great 
location, walk to new CSX Terminal, 10 minutes 
to downtown Pittsburgh. Effi ciency furnace/air.   

Call George E. Lucas.$48,000
McKees Rocks

Zoned Commercial: First fl oor storefront or 
offi ces, second fl oor. Two bedroom apartment. 

Great investment with CSX 
development in McKees Rocks.  

Call George E. Lucas.

$65,000
McKees Rocks

Two bedroom, foam insulation, tons of updates, 
convenient location. Close to shopping and the 
post offi ce.

Call George E. Lucas.$35,000
McKees Rocks

The above two properties, if bought 
together will sell for $75,000!
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-Spotlight-
Sto-Rox alum returns to Pittsburgh as WPXI investigative reporter
Name: Angela Moreschi
Position: WPXI investigative reporter

Angela Moreschi is a 1982 Sto-Rox 
graduate. She’s worked in television news 
for years and is coming back home to 
Pittsburgh. She’s slated to start working for 
WPXI as an investigative reporter. 

G2.0: At what age did you fi rst realize you 
were interested in becoming a journalist? 

Moreschi: My dad always watched the 
news when I was growing up, so from 
a very early age I found myself drawn to 
watching and learning what was going on 
around town and in national politics. It was 
fascinating to me and I loved the idea of 
being the person to share important news.

G2.0: What are some of your fondest 
memories as a high schooler at Sto-Rox?

Moreschi: I was a cheerleader and one 
of the things I loved most was halftime 
because you got to meet the cheerleaders 
from the other team. 

The home team would bring snacks and 
go to the other side to invite them to break 
bread and get to know each other. I realized 
how much I enjoyed meeting people and 
learning about their lives. I felt like I 
developed a great skill of being able to talk 
with anyone, anywhere. It comes in handy 
now.

G2.0: Where did you attend college?
Moreschi: I went to the Newhouse School 

of Public Communications at Syracuse 
University, one of the great journalism 
schools in the U.S. Both of my parents are 
Italian immigrants, and I’m the fi rst woman 
in my family to go to college, so it was a big 
deal for us. I absolutely loved SU. 

G2.0: Where did you get your fi rst start 
in journalist or reporter?

Moreschi: While attending Syracuse 
University, a friend of mine worked at 
WSYR Radio, which was the local news 
radio station. He suggested I apply there 
for a reporter position, so I did, and I got 
the job. Radio was incredible training for 
journalism. 

You have to write three versions of 
every story, so you really learn how to 
look for different angles and write well. 
I also did my very fi rst investigation at 
WSYR, uncovering a pit-bull fi ghting ring! 

Investigative reporting was in my blood 
from an early age.

G2.0: Where did you get your start in 
television?

Moreschi: The fi rst TV station I worked 
at was also in Syracuse, while I was still in 
school. The station was WIXT channel 9, 
which was the ABC affi liate. 

The news director there came to speak at 
one of my classes at SU, and I introduced 
myself. He remembered me from the radio 
station and told me to contact him about a 
possible job. I jumped on it and ended up 
working there as a part-time reporter. 

G2.0: I bet it was great to later transition 
to the Pittsburgh market. How was your 
time with WTAE?

Moreschi: Absolutely, it was great to 
come back to Pittsburgh to work in my 
hometown. My dad was still alive at the 
time, so he would get up to watch me early 
in the morning. 

I’m so glad to be back again! I sure wish 
my parents were still around to see it, but 
I still have many relatives from my big 
Italian family here, so that’s nice. 

G2.0: What were some of the big stories 
that you covered while working at WTAE?

Moreschi: The biggest story was the 
Flight 427 crash. I was working that night, 

I am so excited to 
be coming home 
to work at WPXI! 
It’s an amazing 
station with 
incredible people, 
and it is truly an 
honor to join the 
investigative team.

and I remember it well. The scanners lit 
up and we rushed out to the scene. It was 
horrifi c as we realized the extent of what 
happened. 

G2.0: Where were some areas and 
stations where you worked as a reporter?

Moreschi: I’ve worked at many places 
around the country, as we often do in the 
TV news business, before settling down in 
Tampa for my girls to grow up. 

After leaving WTAE in Pittsburgh, I 
went to WFTS in Tampa as an anchor/
reporter, then to WTHR in Indianapolis as 
an investigative reporter, and then back to 
Tampa, where I worked at both WEDU, 
PBS station, and Bay News 9.  We wanted 
to stay put in Tampa for several years to 
give my girls some stability while they 
were growing up.

G2.0: What were some of the great 
stories you covered as reporter?

Moreschi: Some of my most memorable 
stories are investigations I’ve done that 
have really made a difference. Here are a 
few that stand out: 

Exposing the cover-up of children who 
died in Indiana’s foster care system. My 
reports led to criminal charges against 
the foster parents and a Child Protective 
Services caseworker and the restructuring 
of the entire government agency. 

Also, a new law called “Anthony’s Law” 
was passed as a result of my investigation, 
which requires background checks for 

all foster parents. I am hopeful this 
investigation and the new law passed have 
helped to save children’s lives.  (WTHR in 
Indianapolis)

Uncovering the gross mishandling of 
bodies and ashes at a Florida crematory, 
which led to the closure of the facility. 
(WFTS in Tampa)

Exposing an HMO’s unjustifi ed denial 
of services, resulting in the death of at least 
two patients. (WFTS)

Discovering an al-Qaeda link to a 
Bloomington, Indiana mosque. (WTHR)

G2.0: How many years have you been a 
reporter? 

Moreschi: More than 20 years.
G2.0: I see that you have won many 

awards as a reporter over the years. Can 
you tell us about some of them?

Moreschi: I’ve won a National Headliner, 
Investigative Reporters and Editors (IRE) 
Medal, Casey Medal for Meritorious 
Journalism, and 13 Emmy awards, among 
many other regional and state awards. 
I’m very proud of the awards, but even 
more rewarding is the difference we get to 
make as journalists in the community by 
uncovering and telling important stories. 

G2.0: Tell us about your favorite moment 
as a reporter?

Moreschi: It’s really hard to pin that 
down because there have been many, but 
I do think having the opportunity to be 
there when the Governor in Indiana signed 
Anthony’s Law was one of my absolute 
favorites. 

I stood side-by-side with the family who 
lost their loved one, and we were gratifi ed 
that Anthony’s legacy would live on 
through this law and help to protect other 
children.

G2.0: I bet you are excited to coming full 
circle with your career and coming home 
to WPXI?

Moreschi:I am so excited to be coming 
home to work at WPXI! It’s an amazing 
station with incredible people, and it is 
truly an honor to join the investigative 
team. I can’t wait to hit the ground running 
and do stories that make a difference in the 
community.

—Ken Hohman 
contributed to this article

SEE US FOR:
• PC Cleanups
• Virus Removal 
• Memory Upgrades
• Repairs
• New PC’s 

LOCAL COURTEOUS SERVICE

Mon - Fri, 
8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.

700 Idlewood Avenue
Carnegie, PA 15106 412-429-3230

Speed into the

FUTURE Full Service Tech Shop BOSETTI
- LANDSCAPING

- GRAVEL DRIVEWAYS
- CLEANUPS     - WALLS

412-458-3740
BOSETTILAWNCARE.COM

BOSETTI
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Local sports

-Spotlight-
Sto-Rox Sports Hall of Fame inductee Donovan talks achievements
Name: Dan Donovan
Position: Upcoming Sto-Rox Hall of Fame 
inductee

Dan Donovan is a 1970 Sto-Rox 
graduate known for his baseball, football 
and basketball talent while at Sto-Rox. 
Donovan is a retired banker from BNY 
Mellon and was recently announced as a 
2020 Sto-Rox Hall of Fame inductee for 
this year’s March induction ceremony.  

G2.0: At what age did you realize you 
possessed talent in sports?

Donovan: Had to be when I was 11 years 
old. All of a sudden I was hitting home 
runs for the Orioles from the Sto-Ken-Rox 
Baseball Little League. Then I made the 
all-star team. It just continued when I was 
12 and into pony league. I was also playing 
pickup football and basketball games with 
the older kids.

G2.0: What is your greatest attribute as 
a player?

Donovan: Being a team player. I never 
cared what position I played. Being with 
my friends whether it was organized sports 
or pick up games is what I enjoyed.

G2.0: What was the most diffi cult part of 

your training regimen?
Donovan: Playing injured. I hated not 

being able to play. At one point my senior 
year playing football both my ankles, 
shoulders and thighs were taped, I looked 
like a mummy!

G2.0: What did you enjoy most about 
sports?

Donovan: Competitiveness. I got to 
practice and play with Barry Savatt, Dave 

Olyha, Bob Medwid and 
Carl Schaukowitch from 
Sto-Rox. I also got to 
play against the likes of 
Larry Ludwig and John 
Hufnagel from Montour 
and Penn State. 

G2.0: Where did you 
play in college?

Donovan: I was 
ready to go to Marshall 

till Assistant Penn State Coach Bob Phillips 
called. 

I could not pass up the offer. Marshall 
still got a great player from Sto-Rox in 
Chuck Bucek.

G2.0: Who were some of the great 
players you played with in high school?

Donovan: I still remember the fi rst round 
basketball playoff game at the Civic Arena 

against Clairton. Sto-Rox line up included 
Barry Savatt, Dave Olyha, Bob Medwid all 
in the Sto-Rox Hall of Fame. 

Clairton had Jonathan Marshall who 
went on to play at Robert Morris and Penn 
State. He already looked like a pro player 
in high school!

G2.0: Who were some of the notable 
players you were teammates with in 
college?

Donovan: My career at Penn State, 
unfortunately, was cut short as a freshman. 
The freshman at that time could not play 
varsity. We normally held the dummies 
and got used in my case to run the ball 
against fi rst and second-team defensive 
backs. Some of the great players were John 
Hufnagel, Carl Schaukowitch and John 
Cappelletti.

G2.0: What are some of your great 
achievements as an athlete?

Donovan: I was called to the athletic 
offi ce by Coach Wargo to take some 
pictures with Bob Medwid. We took a 
bunch of pictures but had no idea why. The 
next day I found out in the paper myself and 
Bob Medwid made the West Penn Football 
Conference Elite 11. 

This included teams such as North 
Allegheny, North Hills and Gateway. A 

week later I was named Honorable Mention 
Big 33. My good friend Bob Medwid was 
named to the Big 33 team. 

Then, of course, to be inducted into the 
Sto-Rox Hall of Fame.   

G2.0: Tell us about your favorite moment 
as an athlete?

Donovan: Back in the late 60’s Sto-Rox 
played in a lot of big basketball and football 
games. The one that stands out was the 1969 
West Penn Football Conference playoff 
game against Fox Chapel. I had a good 
game on both sides of the ball including a 
touchdown pass and interception. Late 3rd 
quarter the linebacker from Fox Chapel 
decided to beat the snap and jumped 
between John Lischak and Barry Savatt 
knocking down Bob Medwid. That was a 
mistake. Not only did we win the game by 
30 points but also the fi ght that ended the 
game in the 3rd quarter.     

G2.0: What comes next for you?
Donovan: Looking forward to retirement. 

Spending time with my wife (Rozie), our 
family and watching our grandkids play 
ice hockey, deck hockey, soccer, football, 
basketball and baseball. Also looking 
forward to spending time at camp with my 
wife and friends and attending Penn State 
football games. 

STO-ROX                           

Donovan

Disappointing one-point loss for the Montour Spartans
BY RYAN GIACOBBI

The Montour Spartans (5-7, 2-3 WPIAL 
5A Section 2) fell just short of a victory 
against the Chartiers Valley Colts (8-4, 5-1 
WPIAL 5A Section 2) on Jan. 10 losing 
58-57 in a section matchup at the Montour 
Athletic Center in Robinson.

The game was tied 13-13 as the end fi rst 
quarter approached, and was kept close 
through the rest of the match.

James Eubanks scored 12 points for 
Montour in the fi rst half, but halftime 
arrived with a 33-29 Montour defi cit.

Tied 43-43 at the start of the fourth 
quarter, the Montour Athletic Center air was 
tense as fans of both teams knew the tight 
game’s outcome would affect where the 
teams landed in que for section seedings.

Eubanks ended the game with 22 points 
for Montour, peppering the hoops with fi eld 

goals, foul shots and an arcing 3-pointer.
On the other side of the paint, Colts 

player Brayden Reynolds scored 27 points 
for Chartiers Valley.

Montour head coach Bill Minear praised 
Chartiers Valley and Reynolds for their 
performance.

“I was impressed with Char Valley’s 
composure, they executed really well at 
the timeouts. It was a hard-fought section 
game,” said Minear.

Chartiers Valley got the lead late in the 
last quarter when the Colts scored three 
consecutive foul shots to lead 58-54. 

Montour dropped in a 3-pointer to fi nish 
the game falling just short at the buzzer, 
58-57. With the loss they dropped to sixth 
place in their section. 

The Montour Spartans move on to 
another section game, traveling to Moon 
Area High School to face the Tigers (2-8, 
1-5 WPIAL 5A Section 2) on Tuesday, Jan. 
14 at 7:30 p.m.

Excluding their PBC Classic Tournament 
on Jan. 25, the Spartans fi nish their regular 
season schedule in section play. Minear 
plans to keep pushing the team to grow and 
fi nish games..

“We’re just going to keep working hard, 
keep evolving as a team,” said Minear. 

“I think we get better every time, it’s just 
we got to learn to win close games, we’ve 
lost about fi ve of them.”

Heartbreaking loss

BASKETBALL                           

Photo by Ryan Giacobbi
Dominic Magliocco attempts to get back into the game on Jan. 10 against the Chartier 
Valley Colts.
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AROUND TOWN

Curling club build-out nears end

Since its founding in May 2002, the Pittsburgh Curling Club, a 501(c)3 charitable organization, 
has introduced the Olympic sport of curling to more than 5,000 people.

Seeing a need for more resources in the Pittsburgh region, club offi cials decided to build an ice 
complex in Stowe Township, breaking ground May 24, 2019. Work has been ongoing with the 
hopes of opening by January 2020. However, due to setbacks, it is slated to open late January 
or early February. 

Once open, the club will offer curling classes and leagues to experienced and new curlers.

Evan Turner with dad Neill.

Lora Kyle of Economy Borough volunteered her 
time to help speed up the painting process.

Curling Club board members (l-r): Marie Rose, Karyn Drombrosky, Steve Buffi ngton, Doug Stiring, Mark 
Robinson and Dustin Devine.

Workers pulled together to hurry 
along the construction.
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Curling club build-out nears end
ARA Dialysis 

Unit at Ohio Valley 
Hospital LLC

Advanced Dialysis 
Care Ultimate Comfort

27 Heckel Road, Suite 113, McKees Rocks, PA 15136

Tel: 412-331-2423    Fax: 412-331-2481

Emergency Critical Care
provided to Dialysis Patients 
during dialysis, immediately, 
by the Critical Care Team of 

Ohio Valley Hospital.

Angelo D. Lupariello, MD
Advanced Kidney Care Medical Associates

27 Heckel Road, Suite 111

-Spotlight-
Retired Montour coach details illustrious career as basketball, baseball player 
Name: Jack Burik
Position: Retired basketball coach from 
Montour and West Allegheny  

Jack Burik is a Robinson Township 
resident and 1977 Bishop Canevin 
graduate. Burik had a notable run playing 
both baseball and basketball at Canevin, 
which earned him a full scholarship to 
Fordham University in Bronx, N.Y. He went 
on to coach basketball at West Allegheny 
and then Montour High School before 
retiring.

G2.0: At what age did you realize you 
had a natural talent for athletics?  

Burik: Junior year in high school (1966) 
at Canevin High School when I was 17 
years old — I was playing for the Little 
Pirates amateur organization. The team 
was comprised of the best players chosen 
from the Pittsburgh area. I was the starter 
at shortstop and hit over .385 playing in 
over 100 games, six days a week. I became 
the starting point guard for Canevin High 
School in basketball.

G2.0: What was your favorite sport to 
play?

Burik: Favorite sports were always equal 
— baseball and basketball. 

G2.0: What is your greatest attribute as 
a player? 

Burik: Greatest attribute as a player — 

smart, quick hands in basketball and quick 
feet and soft hands in baseball.

G2.0: What’s the most diffi cult part of 
your training regimen? 

Burik: Weightlifting and training — not 
real prevalent in amateur sports 50 years 
ago.

G2.0: What do you enjoy most about as 
an athlete? 

Burik: I enjoy the most as an athlete 
having the opportunity 
to challenge yourself 
against the best. I 
always had a strong 
inner desire to succeed, 
always driven to do my 
best each and every 
time. I particularly 
liked playing and 
competing against 

people who thought I was too small.
G2.0: What was it like being an athlete 

and having your uncle, Jerry Burik, as your 
basketball coach at Bishop Canevin? 

Burik: Son of legendary coach; I could 
not have grown up in a better environment 
for sports. My father (Jack) and Uncle Jerry 
were great inspiring men, teachers and 
coaches, believers of emphasizing strong 
fundamentals in each sport. They both 
knew how to play the game the right way 
and both passed their knowledge onto their 
players.

G2.0: Over the years you were a great 

athlete as well as coach for boys and girls 
basketball teams. Tell us some of your 
fondest memories.

Burik: As an athlete, I experienced great 
success in both baseball and basketball. 
My senior year in both sports brought 
stardom and maturity. Here are some of my 
accomplishments: 

• Canevin High school basketball (1967) 
Diocesan Champion 25-1 record. I was 
named MVP of the Catholic League and 
starred in baseball as well. I received a full 
scholarship to Fordham University Bronx, 
N.Y. for baseball and basketball.

• Captain of Fordham University’s 
greatest team (1971) 26-3 record coached 
by Digger Phelps.

• Named to Academic All-American 
basketball team in 1971.

• My team is still the record holder 
for foul shooting history for an NCAA 
tournament game, going 22 for 22 against 
South Carolina. Yours truly was 7 for 7.

• I signed with the N.Y. Mets baseball 
organization after graduation and led all 
hitters in the organization one year with a 
.328 batting average.

• Inducted to Western Pa. Basketball Hall 
of Fame.

G2.0: What’s the most diffi cult part of 
you coaching your own children? 

Burik: I never had any diffi culties 
coaching my son at Montour. 

He went on to play at the University of 

Maryland, Baltimore Country.
G2.0: Tell us about your favorite 

moments as an athlete and as coach.
Burik: My favorite moment in all my 

career was playing against and beating 
Notre Dame (ND) at Madison Square 
Garden on February 19, 1971. This was the 
fi rst college basketball sellout in Madison 
Square Garden history 19,800 people, and 
we beat Austin Carr and the fi ghting Irish 
94-88. Our coach was Digger Phelps and 
our victory helped propel him to be named 
the Notre Dame head coach the following 
year. After this victory, our team became 
the number four team in the nation with a 
record of 20-1. To this day, New Yorkers 
still regard this basketball game against ND 
as one of the greatest college games ever 
played in the garden. The great Howard 
Cosell interviewed us on his radio show 
the day of the game mocking us saying we 
would lose badly to ND. We told him no, 
we already beat Dr. Julius Irving University 
(Massachusetts) team and we were going 
to win again. The atmosphere was electric 
throughout the game and just about every 
VIP in sports attended the game.

G2.0: What are you doing now? 
Burik: I am happily married, enjoying 

living in Robinson Township with my wife 
Kathryn and trying to keep up with my 
three grandchildren, nephews and nieces.

—Ken Hohman 
contributed to this article

ROBINSON                      

Burik
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12/23 Flora Modi, age 39, from Crafton 
Heights. A call was received to respond 
to Giant Eagle for a report of trespassing. 
An offi cer arrived on scene and observed 
the actor exiting the store and get into a 
vehicle. Contact was made with the female. 
The store manager confi rmed that the actor 
was stopped for shoplifting in the past and 
advised of defi ant trespass. She will be 
cited. 

12/21 Christopher Troy Carter, age 28, 
from Monroeville. While on patrol in the 
shopping center, an offi cer observed a 
vehicle parked with the engine running. 
When they pulled out, the driver proceeded 
to roll through several stop signs. A 
traffi c stop was initiated. A strong odor of 
marijuana could be smelled. The driver was 
found to have an outstanding warrant out of 
the sheriff’s offi ce. A search of the vehicle 
yielded a metal grinder. No other narcotics 
were located. Carter was transported to 
the station and issued a citation for the 
registration and transported to ACJ. 

12/29 Paul Finerty, age 40. Police were 
dispatched to Giant Eagle for a shoplifter. 
Finerty admitted to trying to steal cough 
medicine. The manager advised that he 
went into the bathroom and when he came 
out the medicine was in his pocket. Charge:
Retail theft

12/29 Jennifer McDowell, age 48, from 
Pittsburgh. Police were dispatched to Giant 
Eagle for a shoplifter. The loss prevention 
offi cer stated that McDowell went through 
checkout with items in her purse that she 
did not pay for. She was trespassed from the 
property and escorted out. 

1/1 Stephanie Bowen, age 43, from 
Pittsburgh. Police were dispatched to Dollar 
General for a shoplifter. Upon arrival, 
an offi cer noticed a female matching the 
description walk out of the store. When 
she noticed the offi cer, she took something 
out of her sleeve and put it behind some 
merchandise outside. When approached, 
she admitted to stealing. She also provided 
false identifi cation when asked. Charge:
Retail theft and false ID

1/3 Jade Orianna Broughton, age 21, 
from Pittsburgh. An offi cer was stopped 
at a red light. He ran the registration of the 
vehicle in front of him, which indicated it 
was a dead plate that belonged to a different 
vehicle. A traffi c stop was initiated. The 
driver stated the vehicle belonged to 
her cousin and she did not have any ID. 
When she provided ID, nothing came up 
in their records. The offi cer checked the 
registration she provided, and a different 
name was listed, with multiple warrants. 
When asked again, she stated her original 
information was correct. The offi cer called 
her by her fi rst name and she confi rmed her 
real name. She was arrested and transported 
to the station and then to ACJ.

1/2 Larry L. Windemaker Jr., age 52, 
from Crafton. A phone call was received 

from a residence in reference to a theft. 
The resident stated she observed her 
neighbor on her surveillance camera taking 
her garbage can. The offi cers observed as 
much on the footage as well. They went to 
Windemarker’s property and saw the can in 
his garage but were unable to make contact. 
He will be sent a summons. Charge: Theft 
by unlawful taking 

1/3 Vincent Edward Masi, age 31, from 
Sheraden. Police were dispatched to the 
area of Dollar Bank for a report of a male 
approaching patrons at the ATM and asking 
for money. A male matching the description 
was seen walking out of Busy Beaver. 
Masi stated he asked two people for money 
because he needed funds for the bus. Masi 
was previously advised by police the prior 
week not to ask for money. He will be cited 
via summons and was advised to stay out 
of the shopping center. Charge: Disorderly 
conduct

1/3 Robert Bryce Andrews, age 19, from 
McDonald, John Maxwell Cooley, age 19, 
from Huntington and Coulton Gaitens, age 
19, from Crafton. Police were dispatched 
to Grandview Avenue for three males that 
entered an abandoned apartment building. 
They were heard in the attic and were 
commanded to come down. While they 
were being detained, offi cers could smell a 
strong odor of marijuana. In the attic area, 
an offi cer located a pill bottle containing 
marijuana, a grinder, a glass smoking 
pipe and packages of rolling paper. When 
asked, Gaitens claimed responsibility. They 
were released and Gaitens will receive a 
summons. 

1/4 Raymond S. Harris, age 55, from 
Pittsburgh, Jody Louise Keefer, age 35, 
from Pittsburgh and Vincent Edward 
Masi, age 31, from Sheraden. While on 
patrol, offi cers observed a vehicle parked 
in the shopping center. The area of the lot 
was completely empty and none of the 
businesses were open. When approached, 
they stated they were picking up the male 
in the back seat. 

The vehicle left after a couple minutes 
and parked in the Crafton Towers lot. 
Contact was made again. They were 
observed moving a black backpack and 
reaching around the car. While speaking 
with the males, Keefer continued to motion 
toward the backpack. It was searched and 
found was a tin containing four different 
kinds of pills and a folded piece of paper. 

In the vehicle was a crack pipe and 
burn markings on the fl oor. It was later 
found out there was also cocaine. All 
three are to be charged. Charge: DUI, 
driving DUI suspended, possession of a 
controlled substance, possession of drug 
paraphernalia, trespassing, loitering and 
disorderly conduct

1/4 Police were dispatched to Boost 
Mobile for a report of theft. The employee 
stated two males entered the store inquiring 
about services. While the employee was 
checking, one of the males grabbed a large 

box on the counter containing 26 iPhones 
and ran out the front of the store. The 
employee attempted to stop them but was 
concerned they may have a weapon. The 
phones had been delivered earlier that day 
and had not yet been put away. The total 
value was $15,650.

12/23 Female arrested at Giant Eagle. 
Charge: Public drunkenness

12/29 Female arrested at the GetGo on 
Lorish Road. Charge: Public drunkenness

12/31 Female arrested at Hilltop Inn. 
Charge: Criminal mischief

1/01 Male arrested at Comfort Inn. 
Charge: Domestic violence

1/04 Male arrested  at Comfort Inn. 
Charge: Disorderly conduct

1/05 Female arrested on Pine Hollow 
Road. Charge: Domestic violence/assault

12/29 Austin Winberg, age 24 and 
Hannah Klepacz, age 23, from McKees 
Rocks. Offi cers were called for a domestic 
on Church Avenue. The two actors were 
assaulting each other. Both were arrested 
and taken to ACJ. Charge: Simple assault 
- general

12/29 Brittany Savage, age 28, from 
Pittsburgh and De Siree, age 29, from 
McKees Rocks. While on patrol, a vehicle 
passed the offi cer and the windows of the 
car were heavily tinted. The driver was 
pulled over. The driver Savage’s license 
was suspended and had a warrant for a 
probation violation and the passenger Riley 
had a warrant for failure to appear. The 
vehicle was searched before being towed 
and they located some pills in the front seat 
of the car. The two of them were taken to 
ACJ. Charge: Driving while operating 
privilege is suspended, other warrants

12/29 David Fisher, age 21 and Micaiah 
Rule, age 20, from Pittsburgh. Police were 
called to Island Avenue for a car stopped 
in the middle of the street. The driver and 
passenger were both passed out. They woke 
up the driver, Fisher, but he wasn’t aware 
of where he was or how they got there. The 
front tire of the vehicle was gone and he 
was driving on the rim. The inspection was 
expired also. When the offi cers got them 
both out of the vehicle a strong odor of 
marijuana followed them. Fisher admitted 
to smoking marijuana and was charged 
with DUI and the passenger was charged 
with possession as she had marijuana in her 
purse. Charge: DUI, possession of a small 
amount of marijuana for personal use

12/31 Jason Streeter, age 40, from 
McKees Rocks. Police were called to 
Greydon Avenue for a domestic. Upon 
arrival, the victim was locked in the 
bathroom and the actor told them they got 
into an argument and he pushed her. She 
stated that he had thrown her on the ground 

and was kicking her. She had a bloodied lip 
and some swelling. He was charged with 
simple assault.

12/31 David Sommervile, age 56. Police 
were called to Olivia Street for a verbal 
argument. The female wanted the male to 
leave. The female threw his debit card out 
the window and he left. When the offi cers 
arrived they found Sommervile looking for 
his card. An offi cer obtained his information 
and found out he had a warrant out for his 
arrest. The offi cer caught up to Sommervile 
as he started to walk away on Campbell 
Street and detained him while he was being 
searched. He told the offi cers he had a 
gun and some drug paraphernalia on him. 
He was then transported to ACJ. Charge: 
Firearms act - conviction/other person not 
to possess a fi rearm

1/1 Randy Troutman, age 25, from 
Pittsburgh. While on patrol on Helen Street 
the offi cer was behind a vehicle that failed 
to use his turn signal. The offi cer pulled the 
vehicle over and advised the driver of his 
violation. When asked if he had anything 
in the vehicle that the offi cer should 
be advised of Troutman said no. In the 
meantime another offi cer was watching him 
from the passenger side and saw him put 
something into the center console. He had 
placed in there three baggies of marijuana. 
He was charged with driving without a 
valid license and possession, and cited for 
a traffi c infraction.

1/6  A shooting occurred in the 1100 
block of Dohrman Street approximately 
two blocks from the high school. The 
Stowe Township and McKees Rocks Police 
were in the vicinity of the high school and 
heard the shooting.

The offi cers were able to respond quickly 
and learned a black vehicle was fl eeing 
the area that may have been involved in 
the shooting. Three blocks from the scene, 
the Stowe Police stopped a black car. The 
driver of the car would not comply with the 
offi cer’s requests and fl ed the area on foot. 
Other offi cers gave foot pursuit.

The individual began running through 
yards of homes and jumping fences. At one 
point, the individual ran at one of the Stowe 
offi cers prompting him to fi re his handgun. 
The individual was grazed by the bullet 
and taken into custody. He was then treated 
and released from a local hospital. He will 
be lodged in the Allegheny County Jail 
to await processing on other outstanding 
warrants. 

A  vehicle stopped in the Brighton Heights 
section of Pittsburgh has been determined 
not to have been involved in the shooting. 
The Pittsburgh Police are investigating that 
incident.

There have been no reports of any gunshot 
victims from the initial shooting. The 
motive for the shooting is not exceptionally 
clear and investigation continues.

StowePolice Reports 412-652-5875

The police reports are published as they are received. All people listed below are innocent until proven guilty.

McKees 
Rocks

Sponsored by Anytime Market, 730 Broadway Avenue, 917-618-5050

KennedyCrafton 

CRAFTON                          

McKEES ROCKS                         

STOWE                            

KENNEDY                            
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TOWNSHIP OF ROBINSON
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETINGS

Planning commission meetings scheduled 
for 2020 are to be held the fi rst and/or third 
Wednesday of each month.
January 1, 2020                January 15, 2020
(Subject to change)           Re-organization
February 5, 2020               February 19, 2020
March 4, 2020                   March 18, 2020
April 1, 2020                      April 15, 2020
May 6, 2020                      May 20, 2020
June 3, 2020                     June 17, 2020
July 1, 2020                      July 15, 2020
August 5, 2020                 August 19, 2020
September 2, 2020          September 16, 2020
October 7, 2020               October 21, 2020
November 4, 2020           November 18, 2020
December 2, 2020           December 16, 2020
The Robinson Township planning commission 
will hold all meetings as scheduled beginning at 7 
p.m. unless otherwise advertised. Meetings will be 
held at the Robinson Township Municipal Building 
located at 1000 Church Hill Road, Pittsburgh, PA 
15205.   Rick Urbano, Planning Director (12-31-2) 
ToR

TOWNSHIP OF ROBINSON
 OFFICIAL NOTICE ZONING 

HEARING BOARD MEETINGS 

ZONING HEARING BOARD MEETINGS 
SCHEDULED FOR 2020 
TO BE HELD THE FOURTH (4) WEDNESDAY 
OF EVERY MONTH
Cut-Off Date               Monthly Meeting
January 2, 2020           January 22, 2020 - 
Reorganization 
February 6, 2020       February 26, 2020
March 5, 2020           March 25, 2020
April 2, 2020             April 22, 2020
May 7, 2020              May 27, 2020
June 4, 2020              June 24, 2020
July 2, 2020              July 22, 2020
August 6, 2020         August 26, 2020

September 3, 2020   September 23, 2020
October 1, 2020       October 28, 2020
November 5, 2020   November 25, 2020 (subject 
to change)
December 3, 2020   December 23, 2020 (subject 
to change)

The Zoning Hearing Board will hold a caucus 
meeting at 6:30 p.m. prior to their regularly 
scheduled hearings.

The Robinson Township Zoning Hearing Board 
will hold all meetings as scheduled beginning at 
7 p.m. unless otherwise advertised and will be 
held at the Robinson Township Municipal Build-
ing, 1000 Church Hill Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15205     
Rick Urbano, Zoning Offi cer (12-31-2)

MEETING NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the Robinson Township 
Board of Commissioners meeting scheduled for 
Monday, February 3, 2020 will be canceled and 
will meet on Monday, February 10, 2020 at 7:00 
p.m. at the Robinson Township Municipal Building 
located at 1000 Church Hill Road, Pittsburgh, PA  
15205.

Frank L. Piccolino III, Township Manager (1-14-1) 
ToR

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO 
ADOPT ORDINANCE 539

FIXING TAX RATES FOR CALENDAR 
YEAR and APPROVING 

APPROPRIATIONS FOR 2020

INTENT TO ADOPT THE 2020
ANNUAL BUDGET

Township of Kennedy, Allegheny County, 
Pennsylvania

TAKE NOTICE that the Board of Commissioners 
of the Township of Kennedy, Allegheny County, 
Pennsylvania, at a special meeting shall take 
action upon proposed Ordinance No. 539, duly 
advertised, to establish the real estate tax levy 
for the fi scal year of 2020 at 2.35 mills and to 
appropriate the following sums estimated to be 

required for specifi c purposes of the Township 
government for the year ending December 31, 
2020:  General Fund: $ 9559,388.00;
Sewer Fund: $ 4,360,100.00; Liquid Fuels: $ 
391,283.00.
A full text of the proposed ordinance is available 
for inspection and review at the Secretary’s offi ce 
during the normal working hours between 8:30am 
to 4:00 pm, Monday through Friday.
Mel Weinstein, Acting Township Manager (1-14-1) 
KT

Township of Kennedy
Allegheny County, Pennsylvania

NOTICE TO CHANGE MEETING DATE

TAKE NOTICE:  The regularly scheduled Caucus 
and Business meeting of Thursday, February 
6, 2020 has been rescheduled to be held on 
Tuesday, February 4, 2020.  The meeting will 
commence at 6:00pm prevailing time at the Mel 
Weinstein Municipal Center, 340 Forest Grove 
Road, Coraopolis PA.
Chris Dinardo, President, Board of Commissioners 
(1-14-1) KT

PUBLIC NOTICE 
BOROUGH OF CRAFTON
2020 MEETING NOTICE

The 2020 Borough Council Meetings will be 
held on the 2nd and 4th Monday of each month; 
with exception in January during which only one 
meeting will be held on January 27th. Council 
Meetings are held in the Council Chambers of 
the Community Center, 140 Bradford Avenue, 
Crafton, PA at 7:15 PM.

The 2020 Crafton Planning Commission Meetings 
will be held on the  4th Tuesday of each month; with 
exception in December during which no meeting 
will be held. Please take notice that the March, 
June, September and November meetings will be 
held jointly with the Ingram Planning Commission. 
Planning Commission Meetings are held in the 
Council Chambers of the Community Center, 
140 Bradford Avenue, Crafton, PA at 7:00 PM.
Russell McKibben, Borough Interim-Manager (1-
14-1) BoC

Classi� ed Ads
Please send all classifi ed ads by Saturday.  Use your check or cash. Residential Rate for 12 Words Only $7; 10¢ 
any additional word. Commercial Rates slightly higher. Call for details, Monday through Saturday, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

FOR RENT
Stowe

2 bed, 1 bath apartment on 
11th St. $675, plus security, 
and credit check. Tenants 

pays all utilities. Owner pays 
trash and sewage.

McKees Rocks
3 bedroom house with 2 full 
baths. $800/month, plus 

security, plus credit check and 
all utilities.

Stowe
2 bedroom apartment, with 1 
full bath, plus laundry hookups. 

$675/month, plus secutiry, plus 
credit check, pluss all utilities. 
Owner  pays trash.

Call Tina, (412) 680-9586 
for any of the above.

Store
Distribution
Note: These 
locations are 
subject to 
change. Please 
notify us if your 
business runs 
out of papers: 
412-652-5875.

CORAOPOLIS: 
Cash Market, 
Citgo

CRAFTON/
INGRAM: 
Giant Eagle, Rite 
Aid, Dollar Bank

KENNEDY 
TOWNSHIP:
Rite Aid, Beer 
& Pop 4 Less, 
7-11, Ohio 
Valley Hospital/
Professional 
Building, True 
Value Hardware, 
Giant Eagle

McKEES 
ROCKS: 
Rite Aid, 7-11, 
Carol Ann’s

MOON 
Rite Aid, Pop 
& Beer 4 Less, 
Giant Eagle

ROBINSON: 
TJ’s Deli Market, 
BP, GetGo

STOWE 
TOWNSHIP: 
Blue Eagle, 
Anytime Market, 
Personality Hair 
Center, Broadway 
Brunch

WESTEND/
PITTSBURGH:
Dan Deasy’s 
Offi ce

Richard T. Johnson 
Painting

Residential & Commercial 

Interior Painting

PA097118

(412) 687-3702

Follow 
Gaze� e 2.0 on 
Facebook and leave us 
a comment le� ing us 
know what you think 
and see the latest 
updates.

MOVING SALE
Sat., Jan. 18,   8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Items for sale: Pictures, dishes, sports 
programs and other memorabilia, desks, 
kitchen items, TV stand, etc.

300 Roosevelt Avenue, McKees Rocks, PA 
15136.



Horoscope
* SALOME’S STARS *

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) That lower-than-acceptable 
performance you’re getting from others in your group might be 
the result of miscommunication. If so, correct it before serious 
problems arise later on.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) An unexpected situation 
could call for a change of plans. If so, you might feel that this 
is unfair. But it’s best to make the needed adjustments now. 
There’ll be time later for rescheduling.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) The new year brings 
opportunities you might want to look into. Some might be more 
interesting than others. But take time to look at all of them before 
you make any decisions.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) It’s a good idea to be careful 
about expenses until you’ve worked out that pesky fi nancial 
problem. You might fi nd it advisable to get some solid advice 
on how to proceed.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) Romance looms large over the 
Leonine aspect. Single Lions looking for love should fi nd Cupid 
very cooperative. Paired Cats can expect a renewed closeness in 
their relationships.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) Making contact with 
a former colleague might not be high on your list of priorities. 
But it could pay off personally as well as professionally. Avoid 
bringing up any negatives about the past.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) A personal relationship 
could face added stress because of a situation involving someone 
close to both of you. Be supportive and, above all, try to avoid 
playing the blame game.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) You might well 
fi nd some lingering uncertainties about a decision. If so, take 
that as a warning that you might not be ready to make that move 
yet. More study would be in order.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Music is a 
dominant theme for Sagittarians right now, and it should remind 
you to make a greater effort to restore some much-needed 
harmony in that very special relationship.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Although 
family matters might demand much of the Sea Goat’s attention 
this week, you’ll want to try to make time to handle those all-
important workplace situations as well.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) A recurring 
unresolved issue might need to be revisited before you can move 
forward. Consider asking someone familiar with the situation to 
act as an impartial counselor.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Ignore pressure to 
make a decision. Keeping your options open is still the wisest 
course, at least until you’re sure you’ve learned all you need to 
know about the matter at hand.

BORN THIS WEEK: You’re capable of great loyalty to those 
around you, which is one reason you can count on devotion from 
friends and family.

(c) 2019 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Doctors disagree on blood pressure target
Dear Dr. Roach,

I am a 91-year-old male. When I switched 
primary care physicians, my new doctor 
shook his head because my previous doctor 
had never told me about my low GFR 
readings and being borderline diabetic. In 
the past I had assumed that if the doctor 
didn’t mention any low or high blood test 
results, everything must be OK. I no longer 
assume: I ask for a copy of the results and 
question them. 

The new doctor referred me to a 
nephrologist. My blood pressure at the time 
was usually in the 130-140/60-70 range. He 
told me that for a person of my age, that 
was too low. 

He gave me a target of 159/89. Then on 
my next visit to primary care, I was told 
that my blood pressure was too high; I was 
prescribed losartan. I am testing my blood 
pressure daily, and the past few days it has 
been in the 170s. So, what is a good target 
for my blood pressure? Which doctor is 
correct? 

—A.L.

Answer, 
There is no absolute right answer to your 

question. On the one hand, overaggressive 
treatment of blood pressure in a 91-year-old 
is unnecessary and may lead to symptoms 
of lightheadedness, especially upon 
standing. Other blood pressure drugs may 
have additional side effects.

On the other hand, a 91-year-old has 

a higher risk for heart disease and stroke, 
and in someone with a low GFR reading 
(a measurement of kidney function) and 
borderline diabetes (which further increases 
the risk of heart attack and stroke), most 
experts would aim for a blood pressure goal 
that is closer to 120-130/80-85, as long as 
it isn’t causing annoying symptoms. I’m 
not clear why the doctor wasn’t happy with 
your usual blood pressure, since a level 
of 130-140/60s seems very reasonable for 

a man your age if you aren’t having side 
effects. If 170 is the usual systolic pressure 
on your new regimen, I would ask about 
going back to the old one.

Dear Dr. Roach, 
I always have had small breasts. 

Suddenly, in my mid-70s, my breasts grew, 
and now at 80 I have outgrown most of my 
clothes. 

My doctor said that it is fat, but I have 

gained only a few pounds. Could this be 
hormonal? Have you addressed this issue 
before?

—S.F.

Answer,  
I haven’t addressed this before. Breasts 

change size during a woman’s life for many 
reasons. Breast tissue is a mixture of fat and 
glandular tissue. For young women, there’s 
proportionally more glandular tissue, the 
amount of which tends to decrease over 
time. After menopause, the breasts become 
less glandular; what is lost is replaced by 
fat, as there is less estrogen.

About 20% of women will notice 
significantly larger breasts after menopause; 
however, this usually occurs along with 
overall weight gain. Significant breast 
enlargement without much weight gain is 
not common in my experience.

Hopefully, your doctor did a thorough 
examination. However, I think it is very 
unlikely that your breast size changes 
represent a tumor. Very rarely, there are 
estrogen-producing tumors, so if there were 
other reasons to be concerned, your doctor 
might check blood levels of hormones, 
including estrogen.

Dr. Roach regrets that he is unable 
to answer individual questions, but will 
incorporate them in the column whenever 
possible. Readers may email questions to 
ToYourGoodHealth@med.cornell.edu.

(c) 2020 North America Synd., Inc.
All Rights Reserved

There is no absolute right answer to your question. On the 
one hand, overaggressive treatment of blood pressure in 
a 91-year-old is unnecessary and may lead to symptoms of 
lightheadedness, especially upon standing.

Stalking, a serious problem we need to address
Stalking is a terrifying notion. The 

thought of someone following you with or 
without your awareness is enough to give 
anyone the heebie-jeebies. 

January is National Stalking Awareness 
Month.  It’s a call to action to take more 
steps to stop these creeps and help those 
who are being affected by their actions.

These actions toward a specific person 
elicit a considerable amount of fear and 
include showing up unwarranted to the 
location of the victim, following the victim 
from a distance and making unwanted 

phone calls.
Most victims of this crime know the 

perpetrator, who is usually an ex, a friend 
or an acquaintance. 

According to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC), 15.2% of 
women and 5.7% of men have been the 
unfortunate targets of stalkers within their 
lifetimes. 

Sadly, stalking over the long-term can 
have a detrimental effect on the mental 
health of the victim. 

The victims can experience depression, 

insomnia and anxiety. 
Anxiety seems to be especially prevalent 

as 46% of victims live in fear of not 
knowing what will happen next and 29% 
are afraid the stalking will never end.

The constant fear of stalking has 
consequences. It is estimated that 1 in 8 
victims of stalking lose or take time off of 
work, which can affect job performance. 

Unfortunately, the incidents tend to 
start when the victims are young (CDC.) 
Almost 54% and 48% of female victims are 
estimated to have had the stalking start 

before the age of 25 years. 
Stalking is a very difficult situation and 

victims might not know what to do or who 
to contact. While the obvious thing to do 
would be to speak to the authorities, victims 
may be too afraid to for fear of retaliation.

However, it’s crucial to speak to someone, 
whether it be a family member or friend. 
Other people need to know what’s going 
on and can assist with going to the police 
department to report the incidents. 

For resources and information, 
stalkingawareness.org.

—Subscribe—
Fill out this form and send it to 706 Broadway Avenue, McKees Rocks, PA 15136 to start 

your subscription or call (412) 652-5875  $38 a year
Your subscription is delivered to you biweekly. Delivery times may vary depending on your location.
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Gazette Gazette
412-652-5875

news@gaze� e20.com
706 Broadway Avenue, 

McKees Rocks, PA 15136

Stowe Township, 659 Woodward Avenue
412-331-3131

Delivering to McKees Rocks, Stowe Twp, Kennedy Twp, Ingram, Neville Island, Limited Areas
in Crafton & Sheraden. Now Delivering to Limited Areas in Bellevue & Brighton Heights!
Please turn your porch light on for delivery! Drivers do not carry more than $20.

PICK-UP PICK-UPPICK-UP SPECIAL
COUPON

SPECIAL
COUPON

SPECIAL
COUPON

LARGE, 1 TOPPING PIZZA X-LARGE, 1 TOPPING PIZZA BIG DADDY, Breadsticks, 2 Liter Pepsi

$8.99 $9.99 $21.90
Help Wanted:  Looking for experienced cooks!

BROASTER CHICKEN 
SPECIAL
8 piece dinner $14.99
15 piece dinner $19.99
All dinners include potato wedges and small cole slaw.

Stowe Township, 659 Woodward Avenue

412-331-3131

3 Cookies (Chocolate Chip, 
Macadamia Nut or Cranberry) for

$1.75 Must present coupon in person.

3 FREE cookies (Chocolate Chip, 
Macadamia Nut or Cranberry) with 

$15 purchase Must present coupon in person.

Macadamia Nut or Cranberry) with 

Chicken Perfected
Time proven recipe for over 60 years

Delivering to McKees Rocks, Stowe, Kennedy, Ingram, Neville 
Island, limited areas in Crafton & Sheraden. Now delivering to 
limited areas in Bellevue & Brighton Heights!

Please turn your porch light on for delivery!   
Drivers do not carry more than $20.

When you visit an independent local business you...
• Keep more money in your local economy
• Celebrate the uniqueness of your community
• Support local jobs

• Encourage community
• Conserve your tax dollars
• Make your community a destination

Invest in our towns, visit your local businesses!




