
Resident input mixed on gas station and market proposal
BY JAMIE WIGGAN

Resident comments read aloud during a 
teleconference meeting held by the McKees 
Rocks planning commission March 20 
expressed mixed sentiments about plans to 
develop a GetGo fuel station and store at the 
site of the former Pat Catan’s craft store at 
1250 Chartiers Ave.

To incorporate resident input, written 
comments were solicited by borough 
administration prior to the meeting, where 
they were read aloud by Ken Perl, planning 

commission chair.
Generally, the comments affi rmed 

the cafe and small convenience store as 
welcome amenities in a town with few 
grocery options, but enthusiasm was held in 
check by concerns over safety and quality 
of life implications. The traffi c impact of a 
planned entry and exit point on Vine Street 
— a one-way road leading into a residential 
neighborhood — was a particular concern.

“We really don’t want traffi c coming into 
our neighborhood,” said Tracey Pedersen, 
tax collector and a member of the planning 
commission who lives near the proposed 
development.

Councilwoman Liz Delgado also lives 
close to the site, and offered similar concerns 
via written statement.

“Where are these cars going to go when 
they leave GetGo?...Greydon and Vine are

SEE, GetGo, PAGE 4

Long-term care
Caring Heights facility second in 
county for COVID-19 related deaths

BY ALEX TOPOR
Of the almost 100 COVID-19 cases 

reported in the 15108 zip code, more than 
90% of cases have been tied to the Caring 
Heights Community Care and Rehabilitation 
Center in Kennedy.

Statistics show the Caring Heights facility 
reported 65 resident cases, 22 staff cases and 
28 deaths as of May 19 when the Department 
of Health released its by county statistics 
outlining staff and resident case numbers and 
deaths at nursing homes and assisted living 
facilities statewide. The release also shows 
Caring Heights reported the most resident 
and staff cases and the second most number 
of deaths out of all facilities in Allegheny 
County.  

“The facility acts in the best interest of 
its residents to promote their health, safety, 
and welfare,”  according to a statement by 
Nancy Istenes, chief medical offi cer at Saber 
Healthcare Group. “We have and continue 
to work closely with the Department of 
Health and follow all necessary guidelines 
and regulations. Due to HIPAA regulations, 
we cannot comment on any personal health 
information.”

Caring Heights is owned by Saber 

Healthcare Group, which operates facilities 
in seven states. Istenes May 22 statement 
indicates no residents are currently testing 
positive for COVID-19 at the Kennedy 
facility. Of the total 95 confi rmed or probable

SEE, CARE FACILITY, PAGE 2
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COOL OFF   WITH   Hershey's

Stowe Township, 659 Woodward Avenue • 412-331-3131 • See back for additional coupons.
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Partial asphalt patching result 
of COVID-19 work restrictions

BY JAMIE WIGGAN
An awkward-looking asphalt ditch 

running up Friendship Avenue and curving 
around a section of Fairoaks Street is the 
result of a temporary restoration overseen 
by Columbia Gas under COVID-19 
workforce restrictions and will soon be 
correctly restored, according to McKees 

Rocks offi cials.
Since early January, Columbia Gas has 

been working to replace nearly 4,000 feet 
of pipe across McKees Rocks and Stowe.

SEE, ROAD WORK, PAGE 2
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Photo by Lynne Deliman
Caring Heights care facility is at the center of 
COVID-19 cases in Kennedy Township.

The incomplete asphalt 
patching at Friendship 
Avenue and Fairoaks 
Street in McKees 
Rocks  is the result of 
COVID-19 work related 
restrictions according 
to Columbia Gas 
offi cials. Residents 
have taken notice of 
the patchwork road 
repairs, with someone 
posting a sign that 
reads, "Really? Fix the 
road!"



School board blames charter schools for budget defi cit
BY JAMIE WIGGAN

While discussing a preliminary budget 
forecasting a $2.7 million defi cit, Sto-
Rox school board directors identifi ed 
rising charter school attendance as the 
biggest cause of the district’s fi nancial 
circumstances.

The preliminary 2020-21 spending plan 
passed with unanimous board approval 
despite the defi cit during the May 21 
combined business meeting, where 
directors wrestled with how to stem the 
increasing outfl ow of district revenue to 
charter and cyber schools.

“How do you say it, when you have $7 
million that’s going to [charter and cyber] 
schools on a $29 million budget . . . you’re 
kind of in a bind,” said Eric Brandenburg, 
interim business manager.

Superintendent Frank Dalmas urged 
board members to petition state offi cials 
for funding reforms, and said the district 
needs to actively challenge local charter 
schools for new enrollment.

“We’re operating a two-school district 
and we can’t continue doing that,” he said.

As laid out by Pennsylvania’s education 
laws, charter schools are privately-operated 
schools funded by public money and are 
free to all students. Most of their funding 
comes from public school districts, which 
are required to relay monies for each 
student enrolled at a charter school who 
resides in the district.

Responding to growing concerns over 
the current charter schools funding model, 
in his latest budget proposal Gov. Tom 
Wolf called for reforms which he said 
would collectively save public schools 

$280 million each year.
Approximately one-third of the 1,800 

school-going children in the district attend 
a charter or a cyber school. Directors 
wrestled with how to compete for new 
enrollment.

“We need to fi gure out what we can do 
to keep them here” said Director Lucille 
Young, adding that district offi cials should 
engage the same door-to-door recruitment 
tactics used by Montour Propel, the 
dominant local charter school.

Director Ken Hohman suggested the 
lack of minority teachers and administra-
tors is a turn-off for many in the district, 
which has a minority population of 32%, 
according to the latest available data from 
the National Center for Education Statis-
tics.

“We don’t have diversity here,” he said.
With the charter school issue requiring a 

long-term strategy, to meet the immediate 
budgetary needs Dalmas said  the 
administration is exploring options for 
“creative fi nancing” and has scrutinized 
each line item for means of relief.

“From electric bills to water bills to 
contract bills, we’re looking at basically 
every single thing,” he said.

Brandenburg said he has scheduled a 
meeting next month with Philadelphia-
based fi nancial consulting fi rm PFM, 
which he hopes will generate ideas for 
moving forward.

“We’re still going to need another $3 
million to get us through the year,” he said.

The preliminary budget maintains 

property taxes at their current millage rate 
of 24.09.

Admin recognizes Sto-Rox teachers 
for county-wide leadership. Also during 
the May 21 meeting, Curriculum Director 
Michael Amick recognized the work of 
fi ve teachers who led recent development 
sessions during a workshop on education 
and technology attended by a host of 
regional educators.

“I just wanted to take a moment to say 
how proud I am of you and make sure the 
board sees and recognizes the hard work 
you put in,” Amick said. “I really want 
our teachers to not just follow along but 
be leaders in everything they do… and all 
the teachers and administrators from these 
regions saw teachers from Sto-Rox leading 
their sessions.”

Those who participated in the workshop 
are:

• First-Grade Teachers Katharine 
Wanninger and Brittney DeFazio: 

A multi-platform approach to teaching 
elementary students

• Kindergarten Teacher Sherine 
Raymond: 

They want to learn from YOU! Using 
video modeling and online programs 
to make an engaging experience for 
kindergartners.

• Lower Elementary Teacher Celeste 
Sicilia: 

Meeting the social emotional needs of 
students virtually

• Fourth Grade Teacher Amanda Pollock: 
Using EduPuzzle to provide feedback 

to 4th grade students in order to improve 
their writing

COVID-19 measures spell uncertainty for Roxian Theatre
BY JAMIE WIGGAN

Less than a year after its 2019 debut, the 
Roxian Theatre has been forced to close 
its doors in response to the coronavirus 
pandemic and its owners expect it to remain 
that way through late 2021.

“Although we are hopeful about this 
scenario improving in the short term, the 
music industry consensus is that we fall 
into the category of mass gatherings,” 
Roxian Live Partner John Sieminski stated 
via email. 

“Accordingly, the thinking is that we 
will not return to pre-COVID method of 
operation until a vaccine is developed and 
administered widely.”

Originally constructed as a vaudeville 
theatre in 1929, the venue closed 50 years 
later but soon reopened as the Emerald 
Room, a function hall which shuttered in 
2003. 

The Roxian returned last year as a 

1,400-capacity live music venue after a $9 
million renovation led by a decades-long 
public-private partnership.

During the ribbon-cutting, a range of 

stakeholders and offi cials lauded the venue 
as a much-needed development catalyst for 
the struggling river town.

While awaiting the all-clear to resume 

the regular concert schedule, Sieminski said 
the owners have received interest in hosting 
weddings and are exploring “music-related 
events that will comply with applicable 
orders, regulations and guidelines.”

Current Center for Disease Control 
(CDC) guidelines suggest a threshold of 250 
people for determining a mass gathering 
but recommend each region or municipality 
arrive at its own defi nition. 

According to Gov. Tom Wolf’s statewide 
reopening plan, when the county enters 
the fi nal reopening phase restrictions will 
remain in place on “large recreational 
gatherings.”  

Without revenue from concertgoers, the 
partners are looking at borrowing options to 
carry them through the shutdown.

“We are actively exploring all of the 
refi nancing and government loan programs 
that may be available to us and we are 
cautiously optimistic about being in a 
position to reopen when it is safe to do so,” 
Sieminski said.
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COVID-19 limitations  
blamed for patchwork 
repair to brick roadway
ROAD WORK, CONTINUED

When workforce restrictions came into 
effect in March, the utility company quick-
ly fi lled the exposed pipe below brick-
paved Friendship and Fairoaks with a layer 
of asphalt, according to Borough Engineer 
Doug Evans of Nira Engineers.

The rough job prompted a resident-made 
sign demanding proper restoration.

Now that restrictions are easing, Colum-
bia has agreed to engage contractors to re-
construct the damaged brick surface, Evans 
said. Work is expected to begin this week.

In other roadway news, a broken water 
line beneath Mary Street resulting in dam-
age to sections of the road surface has been 
replaced and the pavement restored.

West View Water Authority bore the cost 
of the replacement and — prior to fi nal eval-
uations — restored the brick-paved street to 
the Borough’s satisfaction, Evans said.

McKEES ROCKS_________

In February, Police founder Stewart Copeland's "Satan's Fall" premiered at Roxian Theatre. 
Now, COVID-19 restrictions paint an uncertain future for the live music venue.

STO-ROX_____________

Kennedy care facility cause of increased COVID-19 cases in 15108
CARE FACILITY, CONTINUED

cases in the 15108 zip code, Caring Heights 
accounts for about 92% of that  number. 

The 15018 zip code includes Moon 
Township, Coraopolis and portions of 

Robinson and Kennedy townships. 
There have been 148 COVID-19 related 

deaths reported in Allegheny County as of 
May 22. 

Of these deaths, 96 have been at a 
nursing home or assisted living facility — 

about 65% of all COVID-19 related 
deaths. This rate is echoed across the state. 
About 68% of total COVID-19 deaths 
have occurred in nursing homes or assisted 
living facilities according to the state 
department. 



Elections
Polling locations 
in Gazette 2.0s 
coverage areas

Allegheny County released the 
consolidated polling locations list for the 
upcoming June 2 election. 

The resolution, which was passed April 
28 was brought forth in an effort to mitigate 
the spread of COVID-19. Each municipality 
has been delegated one polling location per 
area.

The following polling locations within 
Gazette 2.0s coverage area is as follows:

Coraopolis

Keith-Holmes VFW Post 402, 412 
Mulberry St.

Crafton

American Legion Frank R. Kirk Post 145, 
One American Legion Plaza, Crennel 
Street and N. Linwood Ave.

Ingram

Ingram Municipal Building, 40 West 
Prospect Ave.

Kennedy

David E. Williams Middle School, 60 

Gawaldo Drive

McKees Rocks

Holy Ghost Byzantine Catholic, 225 Olivia 
St.

Moon

Moon Middle School, 904 Beaver Grade 
Road

Neville Island

Neville Island Volunteer Fire Department, 
5009 Grand Ave.

Robinson

Montour High School, 225 Clever Road

Stowe

Stowe Municipal Building, 555 Broadway 
Ave.

Further locations can be found on 
alleghenycounty.us. 

Borough extends library staff pay, explores vehicles ban in parks
BY ALEX TOPOR

During a Coraopolis Borough 
teleconference meeting May 13, 
councilmembers approved buying a new 
police car, extending partial compensation 
to library employees and a new ordinance 
related to borough parks.

Councilmembers approved the purchase 
of a new police car using $59,908 from 
a state Department of Community and 
Economic Development grant. 

The 2020 Ford Interceptor Police Vehicle 

was purchased from Jim Shorkey Family 
Auto Group. 

Councilmembers also approved 
extending compensation benefi ts to part-
time library aides at the Coraopolis Public 
Library until the end of June.

“We have about eight library aides that 
we’ve been paying about 80% of their 
normal pay since the quarantine started,” 

Ray McCutcheon, borough manager said. 
“Most of them normally work about 12 

to 20 hours a week, so we are not spending 
a lot of money and it helps them out.”

The borough originally planned to 
compensate the aides until the end of May, 
but because it is unknown when the library 
will reopen council felt it necessary to 
extend compensation.

In other matters, councilmembers asked 
Richard Start, borough solicitor, to start 
working on a new ordinance to ban 

motorized vehicles in borough parks. 
“We want to keep park areas and trails 

to foot traffi c only. We don’t want people 
to go in and tear up a trail the borough has 
paid money for,” council president Robb 
Cardimen, said. 

“If we have an ordinance in place we will 
give our offi cers some teeth to write a ticket 
for this type of thing.”

No date is set for when the ordinance will 
be up for approval, but Start said he will 
begin working on it.
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(412)331-1262
info@rosewoodoftheohiovalley.com 

www.rosewoodoftheohiovalley.com
814 Chartiers Ave, McKees Rocks, PA 15136

(412)257-1137
info@rosewoodofsouthhills.com 
www.rosewoodofsouthhills.com 

528 Dewey Ave, Bridgeville, PA 15017

(412) 331-1262
info@rosewoodpa.com www.rosewoodpa.com

CURRENTLY ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR NURSING AIDS

At Rosewood of PA facilities, we understand that

Enjoy our nurturing environment with the companionship
of peers, the support of caring professionals, and a
vibrant activities calendar that keeps our
residents intellectually curious and
physically active.

ELEGANT PERSONAL & MEMORY
CARE AT AN AFFORDABLE PRICE INA
GREAT LOCATIONCaring for a loved 

one is a full time job.  
But no one expects you to do it alone.  Allow us to help you in these troubling 
times.  Whether you are in need of long-term assistance, rest for yourself or in 
need of care for your loved one short-term while you travel; we’re here to help.

Please contact us about our All Inclusive Rates beginning at $3300 monthly.

HELP WANTED: 
PART-TIME MAINTENANCE & LPA (EVENING SHIFT) POSITIONS AVAILABLE.

Elegant personal & memory care at an 
affordable price in a great location
PERSONAL CARE: ADMITTING NOW
MEMORY CARE: ADMITTING
At the Rosewood of the Ohio Valley facility, we understand that 
hospitality matters as much as vitality.

Rosewood of the Ohio Valley is a 70 bed Personal Care home nestled in the heart of McKees Rocks. We provide elegant, 
24 hour care to our residents at an all-inclusive, affordable rate. 
www.rosewoodoftheohiovalley.com

(412) 331-1262  • 814 Chartiers Ave., McKees Rocks, PA 15136

of the Ohio Valley

CORAOPOLIS__________
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Montour anticipates pandemic-related shortfall in 2020-21 budget
BY ALEX TOPOR

School directors at Montour approved as-
signing $1.7 million of its fund balance to ac-
count for an anticipated revenue shortfall in the 
2020-21 budget as well as facility and technol-
ogy upgrades at a virtual meeting held May 21. 

Tiffani Suriano-Doyle, board secretary, said 
the anticipated loss is related to the COVID-19 
pandemic and because an exact impact can’t 
be foreseen the board is planning for potential 
shortfalls. 

“Based on projections, we have reason to 
believe that this fi scal year will end with a 
surplus and based on budget we believe the next 
fi scal year will end in a defi cit,” said Tiffani 
Suriano-Doyle, board secretary. “Therefore, it 
is recommended that we ‘assign’ a portion of 
fund balance now to offset the anticipated loss 
for next fi scal year.”

In other matters, directors approved a 
$3,000 payment to Eduspire Solutions to use 

a Flextime Manager program, a scheduling 
manager that allows teachers to offer academic 
programs to students. 

Flextime Manager is a multi-tier system of 
support programs used at the middle school to 
help meet the educational and behavioral needs 
of all students, said Tiffani Suriano-Doyle, 
board secretary. 

The board also approved the renewal of CISU 
software at a cost not to exceed $31,000. The 
software is written by Central Susquehanna 
Intermediate Unit and widely used by districts 
in our area, said Suriano-Doyle. 

The software includes accounting, payroll, 
accounts payable, human resources, bidding, 
budget and purchase order modules. The cost 
is based on student enrollment.  

“It is industry-specifi c, interfaces with PA 
Department of Education reporting and is used 

to account for all six district funds,” Suriano-
Doyle said. “We also utilize the employee 
portal which allows the posting of employee 
check stub information eliminating the need 
for printing and distribution of check stubs.”

The board also approved several upgrades 
to the campus, all of which were budgeted and 
planned for. Directors approved the following:

• Window weatherization and repair of 
athletic center, $24,648.13

• Re-cable of 4th fl oor at high school, 
$10,200

• Floor prep of David E. Williams (DEW) 
middle school auditorium, $4,467

•Replace steel doors at DEW gym, $4,650
• Concrete bumpers at bus garage, $4,271.50
• Posts around fuel pumps at bus garage, 

$3,800
• Replace vent covers at DEW gym, 

$3,594.53
• Repair pool drain at athletic center, $2,500

Boys & Girls Club 
shifting operations 
to school building

The Boys and Girls Club 
of Western Pennsylvania 
announced last week that 
operations formerly performed 
at the Ferris Club in McKees 
Rocks will be shifted to the Sto-
Rox School District.

The new partnership will 
replace all existing programs 
previously held at the club 
formerly known as the Sto-Ken-
Rox Boys & Girls Club. 

While the announcement 
didn't specify what will happen 
to the Deweyville Road site, it 
did hint at COVID-19 closures 
having something to do with the 
shift.

"BGCWPA understands now 
more than ever the delicate 
balance of caring for children to 
ensure safety, health and security 
while maintaining business 
operations in a responsible way 
so that we can continue to serve 
our members and beyond," 
according to the release.

Additionally, summer camp 
programs will not be offered 
at the Ferris Clubhouse this 
summer, but will be available 
at the groups 5 other locations 
starting June 29. Virtual summer 
camp is also available.

The new before and after 
school programming is 
scheduled to launch during 
the 2020-21 school year at the 
Sto-Rox primary and upper 
elementary schools. 

Government subsidy based 
on household income and work 
requirements known as Child 
Care Works funding will be 
made available for qualifying 
families.

For further information 
or updates on the Sto-Rox 
programs, bgcwpa.org.

Staff reductions and eliminations hit school district
BY JIM SPEZIALETTI

The elimination of six full-time positions 
in the Carlynton School District has led to 
several realignments and two employees being 
furloughed.

Stephen Hope, an elementary guidance 
counselor, and Michael Donovan, a secondary 
health and physical education teacher, have 
been furloughed for the 2020-21 school year. 
School board members approved the measure 
at their virtual meeting May 19.

No public comments were made during 
the meeting, unlike the April board meeting 
when about a dozen community members and 
teachers protested the district’s plan to abolish 
six full-time positions because of declining 
enrollment. 

The teaching positions eliminated at the 
junior-senior high school are in math, English 
and health and physical education. 

At the elementary level, affected positions 
are one health and physical education teacher, 
one counselor and a sixth-grade teaching 
position at Crafton Elementary School.

At the April meeting, Superintendent John 
Kreider said the current student enrollment at 
the junior-senior high school, which is grades 
seven through 12, is 604. Kreider said that 
enrollment has declined 5.91 percent in the 
past 10 years.

Some retirements have resulted in the 
opportunity for reassignments. Board 

members approved the following realignments 
and appointments of positions for the 2020-21 
year:

Sheree Lee, school counselor, grades 
K-6 - Carnegie and Crafton Elementary 
schools; Joshua Ficorilli, health and physical 
education teacher, grades K-6 - Carnegie and 
Crafton Elementary schools; Cynthia Eddy, 
library science and gifted teacher, grades 
K-12 - District-wide; Allison Fekety, special 
education/life skills teacher, grades 7-12; 
Jordon Roussos, Carnegie Elementary sixth-
grade teacher; Susan Zbur, Secondary health 
and physical education teacher, grades 7-12; 
Amanda Sirianni, library/STEAM facilitator; 
and Linsey Smith, Carnegie Elementary 
kindergarten teacher.

CARLYNTON__________

Residents raise concerns over GetGo in former Pat Catan site
GetGo, CONTINUED

nice residential streets with children and pets.”
Others raised concerns over safety issues 

relating to the gasoline equipment and potential 
noise and light disturbance in the evenings.

Pat Avolio, Giant Eagle’s director of devel-
opment, said a traffi c study had been conducted 
and approved by the relevant authorities –— 
including the borough’s engineer — without 
raising any issues. He said he would be willing 
to discuss the matter further at the hearing with 

the zoning appeals board. 
Responding to questions about the store’s 

style and scale, Avolio said the proposal fol-
lowed Giant Eagle’s GetGo Cafe and Market 
model rather than the Giant Eagle Express 
or Market District Express. He said it would 
serve hot food and a line of “mostly conve-
nience-orientated” groceries.

The meeting’s purpose was to allow the 
planning commission to consider a special use 
application and write up recommendations for 
the zoning appeals board, the body vested with 

fi nal authority over the application. 
The 10-pump gas station component of the 

proposal requires a special usage exception 
to comply with the borough’s regulations for 
commercial zoning. The zoning appeals board 
is scheduled to hear the application in view of 
the planning commission’s recommendations 
on May 28. 

At the time of reporting, Perl said the 
commission’s recommendations were still 
under consideration emphasizing the planning 
board’s position as a “purely advisory” body.

STO-ROX________
MONTOUR_____________

Council sets brake on property tax reassessment plan
BY JAMIE WIGGAN

During its regular business meeting May 
11, McKees Rocks council agreed to hold 
back from using a newly-enacted ordinance 
that enables the borough to reap taxes on 
property value increases resulting from 
mid-year upgrades.

The move was recommended by Coun-
cilwoman Liz Delgado, who said the bor-
ough should support businesses while the 
economy reels under measures in place to 
combat the COVID-19 pandemic.

“This is not the time to raise taxes on any-
body while they’re shut down,” she said.

Passed in February, the ordinance in 
question empowers the borough to reassess 

tax rates whenever signifi cant upgrades 
have taken place instead of relying on 
Allegheny County’s annual assessments 
determined in January.

When the ordinance was fi rst discussed in 
January, council identifi ed the new Roxian 
Theatre and Speedway gas station as sites 
that underwent signifi cant improvements 
during the last tax year. Neither would, 
however, be affected by reassessments on 
their 2019 values as they are enlisted in the 
borough’s Local Economic Revitalization 
Tax Assistance (LERTA) program, which 
eliminates property taxes during the fi rst 

year of operation, before incrementally 
phasing them in over a ten-year period.

At Council President Paul Krisby’s 
suggestion, the motion does not commit to 
a timeframe but calls for council to continue 
reviewing the situation.

“I’d prefer not to put a date on it, but I 
like the idea for right now,” he said.

Playground grant
Council also approved a $500,000 grant 

application through the state’s Gaming 
Economic Development Tourism Fund for 
renovating the playgrounds at Third Street 
Park and Rangers Field. The application 
was submitted alongside a bid from Pete 

Jeffrey and Associates of Indianola, Pa 
quoting a total of $455,000 for complete 
overhauls to both existing playgrounds. 

The application also includes plans to 
build a basketball court at one of the parks 
for an additional $100,000, bringing the 
total project cost $55,000 higher than the 
grant amount. 

Council did not discuss how they intend 
to fi nance the remaining costs if the 
application is successful.

Dentons, Cohen and Grigsby, the fi rm that 
prepared the application for the borough as 
part of a $60,000 annual contract, stated 
on a monthly report the outcome of the 
application should be known by August.

McKEES ROCKS_________



State makes property tax/rent rebates available immediately
One recent change in Harrisburg is the 

decision to immediately issue rebates for 
the Pennsylvania Property Tax and Rent 
Rebate Program. This decision will help 
provide immediate fi nancial relief, but 
too many people are not aware of this 
program.

Over the last few years that I have been 
in offi ce, I have run various programs to 
provide assistance to people with their 
applications. 

This year, with the pandemic crisis, I had 
to cancel programs that were planned for 
Ohio View Acres, the Coraopolis Towers, 
and other venues. I have had quite a few 
people call my offi ce, to ask for assistance 
in completing these forms. My staff and 
I have been helping remotely, and we are 
now transitioning to scheduling in-offi ce 
appointments.

The rebate program benefi ts eligible 
residents age 65 or older, widows or 
widowers age 50 or older, and people with 
disabilities age 18 or older. The program 
is designed to help eligible individuals 
receive rent or property tax relief by 
providing payments.  

Under the program, payments would 
be made after July 1, but the new change 
means that those payments can be 
processed right now, so as to get relief to 
everyone during these diffi cult times.

The maximum standard rebate is $650, 

but supplemental rebates for qualifying 
homeowners can increase the payments 
to $975. Depending on the income of the 
applicants, the payments may be less.

There are income limits with the 
program. The maximum income limit 
is $35,000 a year for homeowners and 
$15,000 annually for renters. Many 
applicants receive Social Security, so it 
is important to know that half of Social 
Security income is excluded. Spouses, 
personal representatives or estates may 
also fi le rebate claims on behalf of 
claimants who lived at least one day in the 
applicable year.

The property tax/rent rebate program 
is one of fi ve programs supported by the 
Pennsylvania Lottery. 

Since the program’s inception in 1971, 
older and disabled adults have received 

roughly $7 billion dollars in property tax 
and rent relief. The rebate program also 
receives funding from gaming revenue.  
When combined with other programs, it 
does help provide some property tax relief 
to those in need

As I noted in the beginning, I am 
concerned that many people do not know 
about this program. Each year, I discover 
many people have never applied for 
the program despite the fact that they 
would have qualifi ed for the benefi t. 
If you qualify under the guidelines of 
the program, you should apply. You are 
entitled to the payment.

There is a lot of information available 
on this program. Forms and directions 
can be obtained from the Department of 
Revenue website. However, I encourage 
you to contact my offi ce, (412) 264-4260, 
if you have any questions or need any 
assistance.  

My staff and I routinely process this 
documentation and are available to 
answer any questions you may have. 

We have the forms that you need 
and can assist you in completing and 
submitting these forms. As I mentioned, 
these applications are being processed 
promptly, with payments being issued as 
quickly as possible. 

I hope you will contact me if you 
require assistance, or have questions.
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There’s no right or wrong way, it’s just a waiting game
It’s still a relatively confusing and 

tumultuous time for businesses. Even more 
so when you consider the rise in places 
fi ling for bankruptcy after hanging on by a 
thread for the past three months. 

Things are supposed to start easing up 
though, with limits.

The restrictions for businesses have 
been somewhat lifted since moving to the 
state’s “yellow phase” on May 15. The 
phase is supposed to help open up the local 
economy slowly before we can go to the 
“green phase” when all businesses will be 
allowed to operate again. 

But business owners have been growing 
more and more frustrated despite the eased 
restrictions.

Places like child care facilities and golf 
courses are now allowed to open, while still 
abiding by the social distancing guide-

The result we’re 
seeing is the upsurge 
in businesses that 
are operating under 
the radar.
lines. Unfortunately, restaurants, schools, 
gyms and more still have to remain closed.

Some people aren’t happy about this, 
stating the unfairness of having to remain 
closed while others have been given the go-
ahead. Some are saying this is hypocritical 
while others are questioning the measures 
by which certain businesses are given the 
green light. 

The result we’re seeing is the upsurge 
in businesses that are operating under the 
radar. 

These businesses aren’t making it known 
to the public that they’re open, but are 
letting select customers know they will 
take their business. And this is probably 
happening a lot more than we realize. 

Many business owners have grown 
impatient and are unable to carry on 
with the lack of income. Others perhaps 
simply disagree with the shutdown and are 
ignoring it, hoping they won’t end up in a 
battle with the state. 

Then there are those that just don’t care 
if they’re caught and are opening anyways, 
almost wishing to provoke a legal battle 
over rights. 

Of course, this angers those 
accommodating the government’s 
mandates. But is either side wrong? 

It’s understandable for those who feel 
compelled to obey the shutdown to be 
upset with those not following the same 
guidelines. It’s also understandable to want 

to keep your business afl oat no matter what 
it takes. It’s hard to lay blame on those 
trying to save their business and feed their 
families, even in the face of orders from the 
government.

The past few months have been one big 
waiting game — waiting to be allowed to 
get back to normal. 

Large box stores being allowed to 
make money that would normally feed 
the smaller, local economies, waivers for 
some businesses in industries told to shut 
down and numbers on the western side 
of Pennsylvania nowhere near the dire 
predictions that predicated these moves by 
the state all combine to make the wait more 
frustrating and seemingly senseless.

For the small businesses that are 
managing to hold on, we need to continue 
to support them until we can enter the new 
phase in reopening and everyone can get on 
their feet. 

EDITORIAL                             

Opinion 412-652-5875

Professional Counseling Services
Providing Therapeutic Services for ages 6 to adult.

Anxiety • Depression • Couples

Addiction • Dual Diagnosis • Mood Disorders

Credentialed with most Insurance Companies
Located in Kennedy Twp., 

New Clients Welcome
Kathleen Prince LPC

1789 Pine Hollow Rd., Suite 4
McKees Rocks, PA 15136

O�  ce Hours by Appointment 412-443-5575
kathleenprince.lpc@gmail.com527 Broadway Ave., McKees Rocks, PA 15136

412-331-5810

We can �ll your special automotive needs!

BrazelL &Sons
PaintinG

Bob Brazell
(412) 525-0805

Painting Commercial/Residential ·
Drywall Repair ·

Window Cleaning ·
Pressure washing ·

Special thanks sent
to Gazette 2.0 team
and McKees Rocks

Just wanted to take this opportunity to 
thank all those involved in putting together 
the Gazette 2.0. What a wonderful job you 
all are doing! This paper has been a staple in 
the area for a long time and a very good one 
at that, but the level you all have taken this 
paper to is a wonderful thing! 

The job that all of you are doing is 
GREAT!! You all have taken the old 
Suburban Gazette to new heights. What a 
wonderful job done by all. My particular 
favorite and many people I know is Around 
Town by Lynne Deliman, very nice and I 
am very sure loved by many! Thanks for all 
the work you all have done particularly in 
these diffi cult times. 

McKees Rocks was my home for a long 
time and as you know “you can take the boy 
out of the Rox but you can not take the Rox 
out of the boy!” Everyone there, the mayor, 
council, police, fi re department, the front 
offi ce and the people of the town are doing 
a great job. THANK YOU!
—Edward J Maritz Sr., founder and retired 

fi re chief of McKees Rocks VFD,
Hopewell

LETTER TO THE EDITOR                             
HARRISBURG UPDATE         



Opinion
Grim realities have become our norm, we have to break the cycle

Our town, like several others in these 
river valleys, carries a bigger burden of 
poverty, mental illness, drug addiction, and 
alcoholism than most places.

A spiritually crippling side effect of 
these things presents in an unrelenting, 
unfulfi llable shiftlessness for a lot of 
people. They feel like there should be more 
to life, but somehow they got left out of it. 

Across society, many folks have had 
their dreams not come true, their goals left 
unachieved… that’s part of life - only so 
many singers become stars, only so many 
ballplayers make it to the pros, and most 
folks had grand thoughts when they were 
young somewhere along those or similar 
lines.

It’s heartbreaking to meet people whose 
dreams didn’t go unmet, but went undreamt. 
We see so much of it, and it’s so foreign 
to much of our culture that at fi rst it seems 
impossible. It can’t be true that life never 
engaged a young person on any level that 
made them hungry for more, can it? Sadly, 
yes.

We have to fi nd a better way to break 
the chains of dismay shackling so many of 
our young people. For most of them, it’s 
generational. Most are raised by a single 
parent who’s walked in defeat for so long 
that each day just looks like the last. 

They’re raising beaten down kids 
because they’re beaten down. It’s not 

that their troubles are insurmountable in 
nature, it’s that they never gained any real 
life traction and what knocked them down 
didn’t have far to knock them. It’s not hard 
to get knocked into the gutter when you’re 
barely clinging to the curb.

Somehow we have to breathe life into 
this reality, but it’s hard.

There’s a monstrously high number 
of depressed teens cutting themselves, 
thinking about suicide, and cycling through 
psychiatric emergency services that don’t 
seem to have much idea how to help.

Years ago, we had two young teen 
siblings who’d been given a choice 
by a local magistrate: do 125 hours of 
community service for a petty crime, or 
attend 12 meetings at Faithbridge. Their 
mother brought them to the fi rst meeting, 
then sent them on their own thereafter.

Going into the week of the last required 
meeting, the mother approached me.

We have to fi nd a better 
way to break the chains 
of dismay shackling 
so many of our young 
people. For most of 
them, it’s generational. 
Most are raised by a 
single parent who’s 
walked in defeat for so 
long that each day just 
looks like the last.

“I’d like the kids to keep coming after 
this week’s meeting even though they’re 
not required to,” she said to me. “I really 
can tell that it’s helping them… but I don’t 
think they’ll keep attending when they 
don’t have to.”

“They’ll come if you bring them, and 
stay for the service,” I said.

“Oh… I’m not gonna do that!” she said. 
“I think church stuff is boring.”

“But you said you see them making 
gains… don’t you think you should give 
that time of yourself for their sake?”

“It’s not gonna happen, I’d just fall 

asleep,” she said. “They know how to get 
here if they want to come.”

As predictably as the sun sets in the west, 
those teens did their last meeting and that 
was the last we truly got to engage with 
them. One of our ministers tried to keep 
them interested for a bit, then a phone 
number change cut off the contact.

Those kids, and many, many of the kids 
here have such innate potential to burst 
forward into life, but it is potential doused 
by the gravity of life here. Too many adults 
have resigned themselves to defeat, and it 
fl ows downhill.

We’ve been at this long enough now to 
have seen some underinvested, shiftless 
kids with quashed potential become parents 
of youngsters already exhibiting the telltale 
signs of trouble.

We see success stories, too, and we 
celebrate them. We have to. Honestly, it 
helps us keep putting one foot in front of 
the other. I’ll be sharing some of those 
stories here, too. 

In the meantime… please pray for hope to 
fl ood this place and much of folks’ potential 
to become realized. We’re all created in the 
image of God… there has to be more we 
can reap from that truth.

Rev. James Hogan is a native of 
Stowe Township and serves as pastor of 
Faithbridge Community Church in McKees 
Rocks.
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STO-ROX
Family Health Center

Part of the Sto-Rox Neighborhood Health Council, Inc.

Quality Care in Your Neighborhood Since 1971
710 Thompson Avenue, McKees Rocks, PA 15136

412-771-6462

Dr. Christopher 
Wyatt, MD

NOW OFFERING

Telepsychiatry Services 
with Dr. Christopher 
Wyatt at our McKees 

Rocks site.

GAINS & GLEANINGS         
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Local schools

I/C LIGHT/IRON CITY/COORS 
LIGHT/BUD LIGHT/BUDWEISER

12 OZ. BOTTLES 24 PACK

SAM ADAMS SUMMER ALE
12 OZ. BOTTLES 12 PACK

BUD LIGHT SELTZER 
VARIETY PACK ONLY

12 OZ. CANS 12 PACK

MIKE HARD PARTY 
PACK VARIETY

12 OZ. BOTTLES 12 PACK

BOSETTI
- LANDSCAPING

- GRAVEL DRIVEWAYS
- CLEANUPS     - WALLS

412-458-3740
BOSETTILAWNCARE.COM

BOSETTI

Fear has become the new normal: When will we see an end in sight?
My neighbor somewhat sarcastically 

asked me if I had any plans for the weekend. 
“I’m going to put up my Christmas tree,” 

I replied straight-faced. “It’s 75 degrees 
in the middle of May,” she countered. 
“Just make sure you use an abundance of 
caution.” We both gave a hearty laugh. At 
least laughter, or Christmas, in 2020 hasn’t 
been canceled...yet.

“Abundance of caution,” “fl atten the 
curve,” and “the new normal” are now 
phrases sewn into our everyday vernacular 
as we try to navigate our way through this 
bizarre year. It seems like an eternity ago 
that we were arguing over the Super Bowl 
halftime show. 

Come to think of it, that may have been 
the last thing that wasn’t canceled this year. 
All due apologies to my friend St. Valentine 
if we celebrated his day, but it’s been hard 
to fi nd much to love so far in 2020.

As I sit here, I’m reading story after story 
of all the things that have fallen by the 

wayside this year. School plays, proms and 
graduations all ripped from our students. 
Sporting events, concerts and date nights at 
the movie theaters all cast aside until things 
get back to “normal.”

Churches and bars, two places where we 
congregate to wash away our demons, are 
now deemed unsafe to enter for our own 
good. You name it and it’s been canceled. 
Were these draconian measures necessary 
to benefi t the “greater good?” The question 
is honestly moot because the measures have 
already been taken and as the old adage 

says, “you can’t unring a bell.”
Now, I see that the Boy Scouts won’t 

be allowed to plant American fl ags 
on the tombstones of our soldiers for 
Memorial Day and that community after 
community is now canceling their Fourth 
of July festivities. I mean, nothing shouts 
celebrating our Independence like shutting 
down all of our freedoms and liberties.

So, as I sit on my porch writing this piece, 
I’m pondering if we even understand the 
ripple effects of this lockdown. We should 
do whatever we can to keep the death toll 
from this virus as low as humanly possible, 
but the reality is that the virus is going to 
claim lives. I guess what number we accept 
is where our debate lies.

How many child/spousal abuse cases 
have arisen from this? How many 
businesses and households will buckle 
under economic strains? How many other 
physical and mental catastrophes have 
either been ignored and avoided or 

manifested themselves during this time?
In the meantime, as I’m writing this, I can 

hear things more tangible in the moment. 
The church bells ringing in the distance, 
the birds singing their songs in the trees 
high above me and the unmistakable noise 
of a train barreling down the tracks are all 
sounds that are consistent with live moving 
on and a peaceful kind of “normal.” 

There are very few certainties in life, 
but one thing that’s existed in the minds of 
humans since our inception is that you can’t 
cancel fear.

I don’t claim to have the answers to 
anything, but in my opinion, you can’t 
keep canceling life in hopes that someday 
it may get better. I’m reminded of the scene 
in the movie “Tombstone” where Doc and 
Wyatt have an exchange as Doc lies on his 
deathbed. Doc asks Wyatt what he wants. 
Wyatt replies, “Just to live a normal life.” 
Doc counters, “There is no normal life 
Wyatt, there's just life, get on with it.”

DIVERSIONS WITH DAVE      

Concrete 
Work

ALLEGHENY CONCRETE driveways, 
sidewalks, patios, steps, exposed aggregate. 
Retaining walls. Insured. References.
Call 412-583-3895 or 412-519-6166

PA077736

Concrete 

frank@kennedynotary.com          isaiah@kennedynotary.com

visitPA.com
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For more photos: gazette20.com

Photos by 
Lynne Deliman

AROUND TOWN

Thank you for all that you do fi rst responders

McKees Rocks Police Cheif Rick Deliman 
and Stowe Township Police Chief Matt 
Preininger.

Gazette 2.0 would like to take a moment 
to thank all of our fi rst responders, 
nurses, fi refi ghters, police offi cers and 
everyone else who puts their life on the 
line everyday. Thank you for everything 
that you do!Members of Stowe Township's volunteer fi re department.

Kennedy Township police personnel: Offi cer Dhanse, Dispatcher Karen 
Pekosky and Offi cer Ficarri.

Offi cer Graham and Chief Denbow outside the Coraopolis police department.

Members of the McKees Rocks Volunteer Fire Department with the new 
ladder truck.

Judy Chieffo of Robinson, a nurse at Grane Hospice, with fellow coworkers.
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Bill Sacco, 77, retires from Cornell basketball
BY ALEX TOPOR

Cornell Athletic Director Bill 
Sacco’s coaching career has 
spanned more than 50 years, three 
schools, nearly 500 wins and he is 
ready to step down from his head 
coaching role at Cornell.

Sacco, 77, said he felt it was 
time to retire. 

“There’s not a barometer for 
deciding on when you're ready to 
retire. It’s just kind of a feeling,” 
Sacco said. “I’ve been doing this 
for 50 years, which is a long time. 
I don’t know many other people 
that are in their upper 70s and still 
coaching.”

The 1962 Moon graduate began 
his career coaching for the Tigers. 
He spent 22 years at Moon, 15 as a 
head coach. 

He recorded a 168-145 record 
while there. Among his star players 
include John Calipari, current 
Kentucky basketball head coach, 
and former NBA player Keith 
Tower. 

In response to Sacco’s 
retirement, Calipari took to Twitter 
to voice his feelings for his former 
coach.

“Because of what he did for 
his players, they played their tails 
off for him. His record speaks for 
itself,” Calipari said. “What a great 
run it’s been for Coach Sacco! I 
hope he takes a little time to look 

back and refl ect on an unbelievable 
career. He’s touched a lot of lives!”

After Moon, he coached the West 
Allegheny girls basketball team 
for fi ve years (65-53). In 2002, he 
retired — for the fi rst time.

Following his retirement, a 
job opening for Cornell boys 
basketball opened up. 

“I asked my wife, ‘would you 
be upset if I tried boys basketball 
one more time?’ I was 60 at the 
time and usually schools don’t 
hire 60-year-olds, but apparently 
Cornell wanted me,” Sacco. “It’s 

been 18 years 
since then, a fast 
18 years.”

In his time 
at Cornell, he 
coached the 
Raiders to a 251-
178 record. He 

reached the WPIAL fi nals twice, in 
2012 and 2020.

This year’s team was one of 
Sacco’s most special, he said. 
The team was set to play District 
6 champion Bishop Carroll in 
the state quarterfi nals before the 
COVID-19 pandemic forced the 
PIAA to cancel playoffs. 

The 2020 Raiders featured the 
PIAA Class A player of the year — 
Kaden DiVito, while Isaiah 

Langston was named third-team 
all-state. The squad also featured 
three 1,000 point scorers in Zaier 
Harrison, DiVito and Langston. 

“I always tell the boys we are 
leaving on a win. You can imagine 
what would happen if we were able 
to play one more game or even 
more,” Sacco said. 

“This group of players, [DiVito, 
Langston, Harrison] the boys that 
started as freshmen, went 77-27 
over their four years. That is just 
amazing.”

Sacco will end his head coaching 
career with a 484-376 record over 
34 seasons. Despite this season-
ending prematurely and sitting 
only 16 games away from 500, he 
has no urge to continue. 

Sacco will continue to work as 
athletic director at Cornell. He will 
also be around the team as either 
an assistant coach or in an advisory 
role. 

“Coaching is a lot of time out 
of your life. I’ve watched a lot of 
kids grow up over the years and 
I have missed some time from 
my own kids lives, which is very 
depressing,” Sacco said. “Beyond 
the game, I would miss all the 
kids if I retired from my athletic 
director position, too. A lot of 
students come into the athletic 
offi ce because they know it's a 
good and safe space.”

ARA Dialysis 
Unit at Ohio Valley 

Hospital LLC
Advanced Dialysis 

Care Ultimate Comfort
27 Heckel Road, Suite 113, McKees Rocks, PA 15136

Tel: 412-331-2423    Fax: 412-331-2481

Emergency Critical Care
provided to Dialysis Patients 
during dialysis, immediately, 
by the Critical Care Team of 

Ohio Valley Hospital.

Angelo D. Lupariello, MD
Advanced Kidney Care Medical Associates

27 Heckel Road, Suite 111

Slight changes 
made to WPIAL 
basketball sections
The list for basketball sections has 
been released for the 2020-21 and 
2021-22 seasons for the schools 
within Gazette 2.0s coverage ar-
eas. They are as follows:

Boys
Moon 5A, section 2
Chartiers Valley, New Castle, 
South Fayette, West Allegheny, 
Trinity. Moon remains in the 5A 
class and section.

Montour 4A, section 2
Ambridge, Beaver, Blackhawk, 
Central Valley, Hopewell, Lincoln 
Park, Quaker Valley; Montour 
moves from 5A, section 2 to 4A, 
section 2.

Carlynton & Sto-Rox 2A, section 2
Burgettstown, Char-Houston, 
Fort Cherry, Northgate; Carlynton 
moves from 3A, section 2 to 2A, 
section 2; Sto-Rox moves from 
2A, section 1 to 2A, section 2.

OLSH 2A, section 1
Riverview, Shenango, Springdale, 
Sewickley Academy, South Side 
Beaver; OLSH moves from 2A, 
section 3 to 2A, section 1.

Cornell 2A, section 1

Nazareth Prep, Quigley, Roches-
ter, Union, Western Beaver; Cor-
nell remains in the same section.

Girls
Moon 5A, section 1
Chartiers Valley, Lincoln Park. 
Oakland Catholic, South Fayette, 
West Allegheny; Moon remains in 
the same 5A and section.

Montour 4A, section 2
Ambridge, Beaver, Blackhawk, 
Central Valley, Hopewell, New 
Castle, Quaker Valley; Montour 
drops from 5A, section 1 to 4A, 
section 2.

OLSH 2A, section 1
Aliquippa, Neshannock, New 
Brighton, Sewickley Academy, 
Shenango, South Side Beaver; 
OLSH remains in 2A, section 1.

Carlynton & Sto-Rox, 2A section 
Burgettstown, Char-Houston, Fort 
Cherry, Northgate; Sto-Rox moves 
from 2A, section 1 to 2A, section 
2; Carlynton drops from 3A, sec-
tion 2 to 2A, section 2.

Cornell 1A, section 1

Eden Christian, Quigley, Roches-
ter, Union; Bishop Canevin drops 
from 2A, section 3 to A section 1; 
Cornell remains in 1A, section 1.

—List compiled by sports writer 
Ken Hohman

COACHING                             
BASKETBALL________                             

Sacco

Judy Chieffo of Robinson, a nurse at Grane Hospice, with fellow coworkers.



PITTSBURGH WESTSIDE NEWS - GAZETTE 2.0  o May 28, 2020 o Page 11LEGAL/CLASSIFIEDS ■Page 10   o   PITTSBURGH WESTSIDE NEWS - GAZETTE 2.0   o May 28, 2020 ■ POLICE REPORTS

McKees Rocks has refused to send police reports for the April 2 

5/6 Kelly Bynum, age 35, from Crafton 
Heights. Police were dispatched for a theft 
at Giant Eagle. A customer stated she went 
through self checkout and selected to get 
$20 cash back. She gathered her groceries 
but forgot the cash. 

When she went back to look for it was 
gone. She added that a female and her child 
were behind her and the child stated the 
woman forgot her money, which the actor 
denied. A surveillance video showed the 
female, Bynum taking the money. She will 
be charged. Charge: Theft

5/9 Tonyea Curry, age 25, from Pittsburgh. 
Police were dispatched to Giant Eagle for a 
report of a shoplifter in the managers offi ce. 
The loss prevention offi cer stated the male 
picked up a cake and attempted to leave the 
store without paying for it at which point he 
was stopped and detained. Giant Eagle will 
fi ll charges on Curry and he is prohibited 
from returning. 

5/10 Stephaney Nichole Peterson, age 
30, from Crafton Heights. Police were 
dispatched for a retail theft at Giant 
Eagle. The loss prevention offi cer stated 
Peterson concealed miscellaneous items in 
a backpack and attempted to leave the store 

without paying. She is trespassed from the 
store and Giant Eagle will handle civilly.

5/10 Erica Judith Friedman, age 27 and 
Anthony J. Modero, age 26, both from 
Pittsburgh. Police were dispatched to 
Dollar General for retail theft in progress 
involving a male and female. The caller 
had observed Friedman placing items in her 
purse, to which she admitted to attempting 
to steal. 

Modero was asked if he had anything 
on his person and he stated that he had a 
capped syringe in his pocket. A search 
located the syringe but not other contraband. 
Friedman admitted she was the only person 
participating in the attempted theft. She will 
receive a summons. Charge: Retail theft

5/10 Chad Andrew Fleet, age 32, 
from Crafton. Police were dispatched 
to Advanced Auto for a disorderly male 
refusing to wear a mask. Fleet stated he 
forgot a mask and just wanted to buy some 
coolant. He agreed to leave. The store 
employee stated Fleet was told prior to 
coming into the store and at the register that 
he had to leave due to not having a mask. 
The employee added that Fleet got irate 
and hit the glass partition and used foul 
language. He is now banned from the store.

5/10 Stephen Scott Lane, age 35, from 
Crafton. While on patrol, an offi cer 

observed a driver with no lights on proceed 
through a stop sign without stopping. They 
then proceeded through Do Not Enter signs. 
The vehicle was stopped. The driver stated 
he was trying to get home. His speech was 
slurred. 

He initially stated he had not been 
drinking but later stated he had been. He 
failed all four sobriety tests administered 
to him. Lane was arrested and transported 
to the station. He will be charged. Charge: 
DUI, careless driving, stop sign and one 
way street violations

5/13 A total of seven residents called to 
report their vehicles were entered overnight 
and items were missing. It was reported 
that a male was doing around trying car 
door handles on Division Street. Charges 
are pending but no arrests have been made.

5/16 Kristin A. Jakubowski, age 48, 
from Pittsburgh. Police were dispatched to 
Giant Eagle for a theft. The loss prevention 
offi cer advised that Jakubowski concealed 
marchandise in her jacket and went through 
the checkout without paying. She agreed 
to doing so, but stated she intended to pay 
for items and forgot. Alcohol was smelled 
on her breath and her speech was slurred. 
She was trespassed from Giant Eagle and 
transported to the station. She will be 
charged via summons. Charge: Felony 

theft and public intoxication 

5/8 Male arrested at the Econolodge. 
Charge: Assault

5/11 Male arrested on Pine Hollow Road. 
Charge: Disorderly conduct

5/14 Male arrested at Hilltop Inn. 
Charge: Defi ant trespassing.

5/8 Chavis Canton, age 25, from Crafton. 
The actor was charged when offi cers 
responded to Twelfth Street for a report 
of two minor children found alone on a 
neighbors porch. Charge: Two counts of 
endangering welfare of children 

5/8 A juvenile male was charged after 
offi cers responded to Highland Avenue 
for a domestic incident. Charge: Criminal 
mischief and disorderly conduct

5/9 Iesha Matthews, age 29 from Stowe. 
The actor was charged after offi cers 
responded to Orchard Street for a report 
of a vehicle theft. Charge: Endangering 
the welfare of children, theft by unlawful 
taking, receiving stolen property, fi ve 
counts of prohibited acts, simple assault, 
recklessly endangering another person 
and driving while operating privilege is 
suspended

StowePolice Reports 412-652-5875

The police reports are published as they are received. All people listed below are innocent until proven guilty.

McKees 
Rocks

KennedyCrafton 

CRAFTON                          
KENNEDY__                         

Sponsored by Anytime Market, 730 Broadway Avenue, 917-618-5050

STOWE__                         

McKees Rocks 
Industrial Enterprise

MRIE serves as both an industrial park and terminal facility, and has 
been in the material handling business for over 30 years. 

MRIE o� ers complete intermodal 
transloading and storage services 
for steel products, scrap, dry bulk 
and a variety of other commodities.

We store and distribute bulk materials, steel 
products, and packaged goods throughout the 
Northeast, Mid Atlantic, and Canada.Northeast, Mid Atlantic, and Canada.

NOW ACCEPTING NEW 
INSURANCE PLANS
We are happy to announce we are now in 

network with Spectera through United Health 

Care! We will also be working with Davis 

Vision in the near future. 

Call for more info., 
(412) 331-9696

Dr. Claudia 
Wendel

SPADAFORA
Custom Concrete Inc.

Harry Spadafora   412-728-0527

 CANDY CO., INC. CANDY CO., INC.
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Send legal notices by 
Friday before the pre-
ceding paper. Gaze� e 
2.0 is biweekly news-
paper that publishes 
every other � ursday.

For questions, 
(412) 652-5875

Estate 
Notices

Letters of Testamentary on the 
Estate of:  Vera N. Busse, late of 
McKees Rocks, PA No. 022001908, 
Kim P. Howell, Executrix, wishes 
their address to not be published. 
Notice is hereby given to all persons 
indebted to said estate to make 
immediate payment, and to those 
having claims against the same to 
present them to: E. Robert Pecori, 
III, Esquire, 7051 Steubenville Pike, 

Suite 7, Oakdale, PA 15071 (4-14-3)

Legal 
Notices

d/b a▲INC.▲ESTATE▲LLP▲DI

BOROUGH OF INGRAM
ALLEGHENY COUNTY, 

PENNSYLVANIA
NOTICE OF INTENTION TO 

ADOPT ORDINANCE

Take notice that the Borough 
Council of the Borough of Ingram, 
at a Regular Monthly Meeting to be 

held on Monday, June 8, 2020 at 
6:30 P.M., at the Ingram Municipal 
Building, 40 West Prospect Avenue, 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15205, will 
consider for adoption an Ordinance 
entitled as follows:

BOROUGH OF INGRAM
ALLEGHENY COUNTY, 

PENNSYLVANIA
ORDINANCE  NO. 8 OF 2020

AN ORDINANCE OF THE 
BOROUGH OF INGRAM, 
ALLEGHENY COUNTY, 

PENNSYLVANIA, AMENDING 
CHAPTER 154 – SOLID WASTE, 
ARTICLE I, COLLECTION AND 
DISPOSAL, SECTION 154-4, 
STANDARDS FOR STORAGE 

OF SOLID WASTE, OF THE 
INGRAM BOROUGH CODE  TO 
PROVIDE FOR THE DELETION 
OF SECTION 154-D (4) AND TO 
AMEND SECTION 154-4 E (6) 

TO PROHIBIT THE PLACEMENT 
OF SOLID WASTE CONTAINERS 

WITHIN FRONT YARD OF 
PREMISES WHERE MUNICIPAL 
WASTE COLLECTION OCCURS.

The original Ordinance is available 
for inspection by interested citizens 
at the Municipal Building, 40 West 
Prospect Avenue, Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania 15205. Please contact 
the Borough Offi ce at 412-921-3625 
option 3.
Deborah A. Stecko, Secretary-
Treasurer (5-28-1)

Legal / Classi� edsStore
Distribution
Note: These 
locations are 
subject to 
change. Please 
notify us if your 
business runs 
out of papers: 
412-652-5875.

CORAOPOLIS: 
Cash Market

CRAFTON/
INGRAM: 
Giant Eagle, 
Dollar Bank

KENNEDY 
TOWNSHIP:
Rite Aid, Beer & 
Pop 4 Less, Ohio 
Valley Hospital/
Professional 
Building, True 
Value Hardware, 
Giant Eagle

McKEES 
ROCKS: 
Rite Aid

MOON 
Giant Eagle

ROBINSON: 
GetGo

STOWE 
TOWNSHIP: 
Blue Eagle, 
Anytime Market, 
Personality Hair 
Center

WESTEND/
PITTSBURGH:
Dan Deasy’s 
Offi ce

You can also 
pick up papers 
at our offi ce, 
Mon. - Sat., 9:30 
a.m. - 3 p.m., 706 
Broadway Ave., 
McKees Rocks. 

ESTATE NOTICE

Richard T. 
Johnson 
Painting

Residential & 
Commercial 

Interior Painting
PA097118   

(412) 687-3702
rikjay53@outlook.com

Please send all classifi ed ads by Saturday.  Use your check or cash. Residential Rate for 12 Words Only $7; 10¢ 
any additional word. Commercial Rates slightly higher. Call for details, Monday through Saturday, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

FOR RENT
Stowe

2 bed, 1 bath apartment on 
11th St. $675, plus security, 
and credit check. Tenants pay 
all utilities. Owner pays trash 

and sewage.
McKees Rocks

3 bedroom house with 2 full 
baths. $800/month, plus 
security, plus credit check and 
all utilities.

Stowe
2 bedroom apartment, with 1 
full bath, plus laundry hookups. 
$675/month, plus security, plus 
credit check, plus all utilities. 
Owner  pays trash.

Windgap
1 bed, equipped kitchen, 
laundry hookups, 1st fl oor. 
Accepts section 8. No Pets. 
$600/month, plus gas/electric.

(412) 680-9586 for any above. 

www.paixaojewellers.com

Paulino & Eileen Paixão

1800 Pine Hollow Road Suite 1B Kennedy Township, PA 15136

412.331.7000

Hours:
Tues - Fri, 10-5 

Sat 10-2

—Subscribe—           $38 a year     Fill out this form and send it to 
706 Broadway Avenue, McKees Rocks, PA 15136 to start your subscription.
Your subscription is delivered to you biweekly. Delivery times may vary depending on your location.

Name _____________________________________________________________________   
Address ____________________________City ________________ Zip_____________  

Phone Number ____________________________________________________________

PUCCI LANDSCAPING L.L.C
Call for all of your outdoor needs! 

(Lawncare, mulch, trees)

(412) 708-0898

REMARKABLE AUTO WORKS
Collision Repair / Welding & Fabrication / 

Service / Towing Insurance Estimates

MARK TRANTER
Owner

p: (412) 458-0123
f: (412) 458-5558

515 Broadway Ave.
McKees Rocks, PA 15136

 email: mark@remarkableautoworks.com
web: www.remarkableautoworks.com

LEGAL NOTICE

Police Reports
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Answers to 
previous weeks 

puzzles

Open 5 am 
to 

10 pm Daily
601 Woodward Avenue, McKees Rocks, 

PA 15136 | 412-331-2291

$1 o�  a Dipping Spice 
with any bread purchase.

TUESDAYS ONLY. OTHER REGULAR RESTRICTIONS APPLY.

Coupon Expiration Date: June 30, 2020. Not good on holiday weeks. 
McKees Rocks store only. While supplies last. One per customer per day.

Open 6am to 10pm Daily

• STATE-OF-THE-ART TECHNOLOGY
• FRONT-LOADING WASHERS & DRYERS
• VENDED SOAP & DRYER SHEETS AVAILABLE

Kennedy Center (near Giant Eagle)
1827 McKees Rocks Road

412-880-7096

TVs
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Will Drexler 
Class of 2020

Sto-Rox High School 

Will plans on entering into the trade 
fi eld after graduation. He is the son of 
Marianne and Gary Drexler of Stowe 
Township.

Maia D. Young
Congratulations Maia, who will be 
graduating from Carlynton Jr. Sr. 
High School to go onto Carlow 
University in the Fall of 2020. We 
are proud of you.

Love you,
Gram, Pap Pap and family

Joey Rouse
Seton LaSalle High School

Joey plans on studying business and 
skilled trades at CCAC West Trade 
school. Joey is the son of Samantha 
(Tomei) and John Rouse.

808 Broadway 
Ave., Stowe 
Twp., PA 15136

Dr. Claudia 
Wendel,
Optometrist

1 Choice Real Estate

Kennedy Twp.
$180,000

New Price
$89,000

McKees Rocks
$30,000

Gorgeous, split entry brick home 
located in the heart of Kennedy. 
New roof, new furnace, completely 
refinished hardwood floors. Main 
bath has been upgraded. Patio off 

the dining room and large 
gameroom. Must See, call 
George E. Lucas!

Lovely 2 bedroom, garden condo 
with a private patio off the living 
room. Laundry room down the hall 
from unit. Access to the swimming 
pool is thru the laundry 
room. Assigned parking. 
Call George E. Lucas!

Multi-unit. First floor is zoned for 
commercial use. New roof, electric, 
and plumbing. The second floor is 
a residential one-bedroom, with a 

separate entrance. Call 
George E. Lucas!

NOW HIRING Full or part-time. No up front money needed.
Good commission. Call George E. Lucas Today!

RESIDENTIAL INTEREST RATES CONTINUE TO BE VERY LOW. THIS IS A 
GREAT TIME TO BUY OR SELL. CALL ANY OF OUR EXPERIENCED AGENTS 
TO FIND THAT DREAM HOUSE OR SELL YOURS QUICKLY. CALL US TODAY!

George E. Lucas
Owner/Broker
Kennedy Township

Work With Our #1 Team
135 Connie Park Drive • Kennedy Twp. 

(412) 771-8400
TOLL FREE 1-888-893-4774 
To view all of our listings, visit 
www.1choicerealestate.com

OUR
42nd

YEAR

#1 Choice Real Estate
Nice 3 bedroom, 2 bath, 2-story home. Great 
location, walk to new CSX Terminal, 10 minutes 
to downtown Pittsburgh. Effi ciency furnace/air.   

Call George E. Lucas.
$48,000

McKees Rocks

Zoned Commercial: First fl oor storefront or 
offi ces, second fl oor. Two bedroom apartment. 

Great investment with CSX 
development in McKees Rocks.  

Call George E. Lucas.

$60,000
McKees Rocks

Two bedroom, foam insulation, tons of updates, 
convenient location. Close to shopping and the 
post offi ce.

Call George E. Lucas.$30,000
McKees Rocks

The above two properties, if bought 
together will sell for $75,000!

Congratulations seniors
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Tomei’s Towing Service
• HEAVY TOWING SPECIALISTS

• LOCAL-LONG DISTANCE
• TILTBED & WHEELIFT SERVICE

1369 Island Avenue    McKees Rocks, PA 15136

(412) 331-8484 
IF NO ANSWER

(412) 771-3554 BERNIE
(412) 771-8680 IAN

LEEDS FAMILY PROPERTIES LLC
A� ordable quality family rental units.

We also buy houses!

Mark and Clarissa Leeds
P.O. Box 44001

Aliquippa, PA 15001
(412) 480-0622
(412) 400-3147

marklewis68@yahoo.com

Your Hometown Tire & Battery Dealer
Tires For All Your Needs

412-331-5333 or 412-331-5334
Michael F. Roussey

Owner
600 Broadway Ave.,

Stowe Twp. (West Park), 
PA 15136 

Come rent 
from us!

High Rise Apartments for 
Elderly & Mobility Impaired
STO-ROX PLAZA, INC., 731 Chartiers Avenue, McKees Rocks, PA 15136
- Section 8 Subsidized Housing by HUD
- 1 Bedroom Apartments
- Equal Housing Opportunity

Applicant must meet HUD requirements for residency.

For an application, call 412-331-4112.
EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY

SCHNEIDER’S AUTO REPAIR 
& RADIATOR SERVICE

“Family Owned Since 1959”

All of your automotive needs including 
PA State Inspections and Alignments.

3341 W. Carson St., Pgh, PA 15204  

412-771-3309

All of your automotive needs including 

JIM BRANDY CONCRETE
All types of cement work including

Driveways • Sidewalks • Patios • Stamped Concrete • Walls

Owner of a quality business for 35 years. Insured.

Cell # 

(412) 334-0569

MASONRY & CONCRETE
REPAIR OR REPLACE

WALLS • SIDEWALKS • STEPS • DRIVEWAYS • PATIOS

Free Estimates
412-512-7515 BILL MAYS

Support our 
advertisers!
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Can you repeat that, I don’t remember what you said
Memory is a tricky thing.
Everyone experiences forgetfulness 

throughout their lives. We might repeat 
things, forget to mail that pesky letter or 
slip up on our bills. It happens. 

Memory is not a perfect thing and certain 
memory problems are common and happen 
to everyone.

An article published by Harvard 
Medical School identifi es seven different 
types of common memory slip ups. 
Absentmindedness is at the top of the list, 
and something we experience many times 
over the course of our lives. 

This happens when you information 
is coming in, but your thoughts are 
preoccupied elsewhere, causing a lack of 
focus and an inability to remember the 
incoming material.

Another frequent memory blip is 
blocking. If you’ve ever been talking to 
someone and couldn’t quite think of the 

Memory is not a perfect 
thing and certain 
memory problems are 
common and happen 
to everyone.

right word, you’ve experienced this form 
of forgetfulness. This “tip of the tongue” 
experience is often frustrating. You know 
that you know the word but you can’t seem 
to retrieve it. 

Memory blocks become more frequent 
with age, but can happen at any age.

Some people are more “forgetful” than 
others, such as those that suffer with 
learning or neurological disabilities.

In these cases, short-term memory loss 

can be a frequent and annoying problem in 
their everyday lives.

Fortunately, people that struggle with 
short-term memory problems can use tools 
to help them keep track of tasks. Using a 
planner or phone app to record and track 
responsibilities can be a way to compensate. 

If you suffer from attention related 
memory problems, you can also take 
medications to help with focus. 

The most serious form of memory 
problems are related to neurological 
disorders that cause dementia. Dementia, 
which is an overall decline in thinking and 
cognition most commonly affl icts the older 
population. 

The term encompasses a wide scope of 
conditions, the most widely known being 
alzheimer's disease. 

The name alone can often strike fear 
in people, as it should. According to the 
alzheimer’s association, the disease 

accounts for 60 - 80% of dementia cases. 
The second most common cause is vascular 
dementia.

In both cases, it is likely to start out slowly 
and progressively get worse. Unfortunately, 
there is not yet a cure or treatment for these 
diseases, although there are medications 
that can ease the symptoms. 

An important factor for preventing or 
slowing down the progression of any 
memory related issues is to live a healthy 
lifestyle. Poor diet and exercise can increase 
the likelihood of experiencing memory 
problems over time. 

Brain activities and exercises such as 
crosswords can also slow the decline as 
well as sharpen the mind. 

Although memory problems can be a 
nuisance it is usually nothing to worry 
about. And next time you forget that 
appointment or name, just laugh it off and 
remember we’ve all been there.

Dignified Cremation and 
Funerals at a reasonable price

Just Cremation - $875
Package consists of: Basic Services of Funeral
Director and staff, Transfer of the remains to the funeral 
home (Within 25 Miles), Casket Coach, Temporary 
Container for the Cremains, Crematory Fee, Medical 
Examiner Fee

This Package does not include: Viewing or

Visitation.

Just Cremation followed by
Memorial Service - $1,275

Package consists of: Basic Services of Funeral
Director and staff, Transfer of the remains to the 
funeral home (Within 25 Miles), Casket Coach, 
2 Hour Memorial at the funeral home, Flower 
Disposition, Memorial Package, Crematory Fee, 
Medical Examiner Fee
This Package does not include: Urn, Outer Burial 
Container, or cash advance items.

Two Hour Viewing followed by
Cremation - $2,600

Two Hours of receiving family and friends with the funeral 
service on the same day.
Package consists of: Basic Services of Funeral
Director and staff, Embalming, Other preperations 
of the remains, 2 hours of visitation/viewing, Funeral 
Service, Transfer of the remains to the funeral home 
(Within 25 Miles), Casket Coach, Flower disposition, 
Memorial Package, Rental Casket, Crematory Fee, 
Medical Examiner Fee.
This Package does not include: Urn, Outer Burial 
Container, or cash advance items.

Traditional Viewing  followed by
Cremation - $3,000

One Day of receiving family and friends with the funeral
service on the same day.
Package consists of: Basic Services of Funeral Director 
and staff, Embalming, Other preparations of the 
remains, One day of visitation/viewing, Funeral Service, 
Transfer of the remains to the funeral home (Within 25 
Miles), Casket Coach, Flower disposition, Memorial 
Package, Rental Casket, Crematory Fee, Medical 
Examiner Fee. This Package does not include: Urn, 
Outer Burial Container, or cash advance items.
Services the following day at the funeral - $3,400
Services the following day at a local church - $3,800

412-331-9713
238 Helen Street

McKees Rocks, PA 15136

www.szalfuneralhome.com

HEALTH__                         

LLC

412-771-7177

35 Fairhaven Road
Kennedy Twp., PA 15136
(across from Fairhaven Park)

KENNEDYSELFSTORAGE.COM

Mike Thomas
Agent

1789 Pine Hollow Rd.
McKees Rocks, PA 15136
Bus 412 331 4400  Fax 412 331 9790
mike.thomas.I4t7@statefarm.com

For Emergency Road Service, call 877-627-5757.
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Gazette Gazette412-652-5875
news@gaze� e20.com

706 Broadway Avenue 
McKees Rocks, PA 15136

When you visit an independent local business you...
• Keep more money in your local economy
• Celebrate the uniqueness of your community
• Support local jobs

• Encourage community
• Conserve your tax dollars
• Make your community a destination

Invest in our towns, visit your local businesses!

Delivering to McKees Rocks, Stowe, Kennedy, Ingram, Neville 
Island, limited areas in Crafton & Sheraden. Now delivering to 
limited areas in Bellevue & Brighton Heights!

Please turn your porch light on for delivery!
Drivers do not carry more than $20.

Lunch Specials, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
1 Pepperoni Roll and 20oz Drink $5.79
2 Bambino 1 top each and 20oz drink $6.49
Any Half Hoagie, Fries and 20oz Drink $7.99
8 Traditional wings and 20oz Drink $7.99
Small Pizza with 2 toppings and 20oz Drink $7.99

Any salad and 20oz Drink $8.49
Small Stromboli and 20oz Drink $8.49
Spaghetti & meatballs, half Garlic Bread & 20oz Drink $8.49
Cheese Ravioli and 20oz Drink $8.49
Beef Ravioli and 20oz Drink $8.49

-COUPON-
Medium 1 Topping Pizza, 

any Half Hoagie and Breadstick
$18.99

-COUPON-
Champ Pizza with 1 topping, 2 

Chocolate cookies and one 2ltr Soda

  $20.20

Stowe Township, 659 Woodward Avenue

412-331-3131
Stowe Township, 659 Woodward Avenue

Thank you for supporting us and other local businesses!




